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I have had the honour of being elected to Dail Eireann on four different  occasions since 2007. Over that time, the constituency  has seen significant changes,  going from South Tipperary• West Waterford in 2007 & 2011  and extending to different  variations  of a whole Tipperary Constituency,  excluding the Lower Ormonde  area into Offaly  in 2016 and the Newport  Local Electoral Area into the Limerick  Constituency  since 2020.  As a representative  based in the South of the County, I particularly  note the disenfranchisement of many voters in the
southern towns-lands  of Clonmel  town, Kilsheelan  Village and Carrick on Suir town which
all once fonned  part of the Constituency  I represented  until the major  amalgamation  of North and South Tipperary  in the 2016 General Election.

I  have a full-time constituency  office operating  in Clonmel  since 2007 which looks out on the River Suir, which for the most part divides the Counties of Tipperary  and Waterford.  Many people South of Clonmel who live  in County Waterford go to school, work, and do all of
their business in Clonmel town.  This is also the case for Carrick on Suir and Kilsheelan.  By all accounts, these residents are engaged in local issues, community  groups and the social fabric of their closest town or village and feel disenfranchised  and forgotten  about for having lost their opportunity  to vote for Public Representatives here.

The banks of the River Suir runs through many communities  in South Tipperary,  it is a wonderful  amenity and of course the Suir Blueway attracts many tourists who love to walk, cycle or indeed engage in water-sports,  to our area.  However the River Suir also acts as a senseless boundary  for the D~il Constituency  and it is something that many constituents  and former constituents  have highlighted  to me.  It is my firm belief that this needs to be re• examined and a more meaningful  boundary  would be constructed  so not to divide people from their local  communities  and disabling them from exercising  their democratic  right in their local area.

I trust that the above points will be taken into consideration  during the boundary review while examining the possible  reconstruction  of constituency  boundaries across Tipperary.

Townslands south of Clonmel town, Kilsheelan village and Carrick on Suir town that were once part of the South Tipperary Constituency;
Kilnamack, Kilmanahan,  Knocklofty Road, Russellstown, Kilmacomma, Poulaganogue,  Scouthea,
Derrinlaur.  Gurteen. Kilganey,  Glen Upper, Lyrenera,  Coolnamuck,  Cregg, (Faugheen,  Kilkenny
Constituency)



