To Chair of the Electoral Commission,
I wish to make a submission for your consideration in respect of the ongoing Constituency Review.
Dáil Constituency of County Wicklow.
As of 2022 county Wicklow has a population of 155,485 people. 
I recommend the following:
1. Give County Wicklow an extra Dáil seat, to ensure it complies with provision as contained in Bunreacht na hÉireann.
2. Create two Wicklow constituencies, each with three seats.
3. Create a new three-seat constituency for North-East Wicklow. Geographically and culturally, the Bray and Greystones Municipal Districts are similar. It is my view that both now form part of the expanded Dublin suburbia and have few similarities with the rest of County Wicklow. It is accepted that it may be numerically necessary to add Kilpeddar, Newtownmountkennedy, and Kilquade to such a constituency.
4. Create a second three-seat constituency for the remainder of County Wicklow. It is accepted that it may be numerically necessary to add Ballymore Eustace, Kilcullen, and Castledermot from Kildare South to justify the additional seat created/allocated in South-West Wicklow. The rational for the inclusion of this part of South-Kildare, is that a substantial number of 2nd level students from these areas in south-east Kildare attend the KWETB Community Colleges in Blessington, Dunlavin and Baltinglass. As Chair of the BOM in each of the above these three KWETB community colleges I can confirm that this is the case.
5. In addition, these three communities in South-East Kildare are in the Diocese of Dublin and not the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin, - hence the close community ties these areas have with Wicklow.
6. These three communities in South-East Kildare previously formed part of the Dáil Constituency of Wicklow in the 1990’s.
7. Currently all five TDs are based in the north-east of the Wicklow constituency - in fact two of them are in Bray and three in Greystones. This leaves the entire rest of County Wicklow – an extensive, and largely rural area without a resident T.D. 
8. These suggested changes would ensure that the composition of Dáil Éireann would be fairer and more equitable for all the people of County Wicklow, and indeed for the affected communities in       in South-East Kildare as well. 

For your consideration, please…
Yours sincerely,
Cllr Patsy Glennon,
Barrister at Law…
Baltinglass Municipal District…
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