Labour Louth Party Constituency Council. 
Submission to the Electoral Commission.
Background - The Preliminary results from Census 2022 shows the National Population to be 5,123,536. We will not know the actual National Population until after the closing date for submissions. Based on the Constitution a TD must represent ‘’not less than 20,000 and not more than 30,000 persons’’. Thus, the next Dail would meet the Constitutional Requirement if it were to be proposed somewhere between 171 and 256 members (mid-point circa. 214 TD’s). However, the Terms of Reference set out for the current review states that the number of Deputies in the next Dail ’’shall be between 171 and 181, in constituencies of 3, 4, or 5 seats’’. (It is regrettable that the number of seats cannot be 6, 7, or indeed 8, as was the case 100 years ago. Our PR-STV voting system is designed to give greater proportionality in these larger constituencies. Furthermore, we will end up with 50 or more Dail constituencies in the very near future unless we do this, and county integrity, or close to it, will be nigh impossible to maintain in many cases).
The local Dail Constituency Population per TD, after Census 2022 Preliminary release: 
	Name
	New Population
	No. of seats now
	Pop. per TD 2022 
	Pop. per TD 2017

	Louth
	167,012
	5
	33,402
	30,096

	Meath East 
	98,662
	3
	32,887
	30,384

	Meath West
	98,935
	3
	32,978
	30,019

	Total
	364,609
	11
	33,146
	



Since the National Population per TD in the 2017 review was 30,114, the local variations as set out in the right-hand column above were minimal, and allowable. If that figure of 30,114 persons per TD was applied now to the Census 2022 Preliminary population, there would have to be 170 TD’s nationally (there are 160 now) and 12 in Louth/Meath. 
What are the options for the 2023 Review?
There are some ‘‘moving parts’’ that we will lay out first. The Terms of Reference state that ‘’the no. of TD’s must be in the range 171 to 181’’. Given a Prelim. Pop. of 5,123,536 nationally we can show what the Pop. per TD would be Nationally and Locally in each step along the range 171 up to 181.  
	Seats
	Pop per TD.
	Louth Dail
	Meath E Dail
	Meath W Dail
	3 Combined

	171
	29,962
	5.6
	3.3
	3.3
	12.2

	172
	29,788
	5.6
	3.3
	3.3
	12.2

	173
	29,615
	5.6
	3.3
	3.3
	12.3

	174
	29,445
	5.7
	3.4
	3.4
	12.4

	175
	29,277
	5.7
	3.4
	3.4
	12.5

	176
	29,111
	5.7
	3.4
	3.4
	12.5

	177
	28,946
	5.8
	3.4
	3.4
	12.6

	178
	28,783
	5.8
	3.4
	3.4
	12.7

	179
	28,623
	5.8
	3.4
	3.5
	12.7

	180
	28,464
	5.9
	3.5
	3.5
	12.8

	181
	28,306
	5.9
	3.5
	3.5
	12.9

	
	
	(pop 167,012)
	(pop 98,662)
	(pop 98,935)
	(pop 363,609) 


 
The 3rd, 4th and 5th columns show the no. of TD’s that the current Dail constituencies named in the Table above would need to have to cover the new population, as uncovered in Census 2022 in the preliminary report, with the 6th column showing the combined complement needed, given the population growth. If there is to be 171 TD’s Nationally there would have to be 12 in this area, and if there is to be 181 nationally there would have to be 13 for this area, an increase of one or two.  
Before making any proposals regarding the existing Dail constituencies, let us have a look at the administrative counties, Louth prelim. Population 139,100, and Meath, prelim. Population 220,296.
Looking at Co. Louth first, where the Prelim. Pop in Census 2022 is given as 139,100: 
If there is going to be 171 seats Nationally, then Co. Louth would work out at 4.6 seats. At the higher end, if there is going to be 181 seats Nationally then Co. Louth would merit 4.9 seats. Thus Co. Louth, would have to be a five-seater.
Looking at Co. Meath next, where the Prelim. Pop in Census 2022 is given as 220,296: 
If there is going to be 171 seats Nationally, then Co. Meath would work out at 7.4 seats. At the higher end, if there is going to be 181 seats Nationally then Co. Meath would merit 7.8 seats. Thus Co. Meath would have to be divided in to a 4-seater and a 3-seater, or two 4-seaters as a 7-seater or an 8-seater in not permitted under the Terms of Reference. 
However, in the interest of continuity, we in the Labour Party in the Louth Dail constituency firmly believe that the last number of General Election Boundary Reviews has helped to establish a Settlement of Drogheda identity where the population of residential areas to the south of Drogheda look to Drogheda rather than Navan as their natural town, and we recommend that that be retained as far as possible. If we go back to Census 2022 the Preliminary Population data for the current constituency of Louth, with a population of 167,012, and that will merit from 5.6 to 5.7 TD’s if there is a range of 171-175 TD’s Nationally. 
Since the Term of Reference will only allow a 5-seater at a maximum we propose that the Electoral District (ED) of Julianstown, with a Census 2022 Prelim. Pop. of 11,474 should be in Meath East leaving the new Louth Dail Constituency with a Census 2022 Preliminary Population of 155,538. 
Meath East lost 7 ED’s to Cavan-Monaghan in the 2017 Review, and we propose that these 7 ED’s with a population now of 4,205 should be restored to Meath East. The combined effect of adding the Julianstown ED, and these 7 ED’s would result in the new Meath East Dail Constituency having a Census 2022 Preliminary Population of 114,341, sufficient for a 4-seater.
And, finally, to complete the Louth/Meath review, we propose that Meath West no longer contains the now Census 2022 Preliminary Population of 9,418 persons in the 19 ED’s that are in Co. Westmeath but retained in Meath West in the last review. The new Meath West Dail Constituency that we propose therefore has a Census 2022 Preliminary Population of 89,517, sufficient for a 3-seater. 
(Incidentally, this would result in the new Dail Constituency of Longford-Westmeath having a Census 2022 Preliminary Population of 142,474, sufficient for a 5-seater, will full dual county integrity).


All of the above data is set out in the Table below for Louth and Meath:
	Dail seats
	Pop. per TD
	Louth
	Meath E.
	Meath W.
	Combined

	171
	29,962
	5.2
	3.8
	3.0
	12.0

	172
	29,788
	5.2
	3.8
	3.0
	12.1

	173
	29,615
	5.3
	3.9
	3.0
	12.1

	174
	29,445
	5.3
	3.9
	3.0
	12.2

	175
	29,277
	5.3
	3.9
	3.1
	12.3

	
	Pop.
	155,538
	114,341
	89,517
	359,396


     
To summarise in simple terms the new Louth Dail Constituency will remain a 5-seater, losing the population of the Julianstown ED to Meath East. The new Meath East Dail Constituency will become a 4-seater gaining the Population of the Julianstown ED plus the population of the 7 ED in north Co. Meath that were assigned to Cavan-Monaghan in the 2017 review. And Meath West will remain a 3-seater, losing the population of the 19 ED’s in Co. Westmeath that it retained in 2017.
All of the three proposed new Dail constituencies, as above, of Louth, Meath East and Meath West will have a ‘’Population per TD’’ within the variance from the National ‘’Average Population per TD’’   in the plus or minus 5.5% band whether 171, 172 or 174 Dail seats Nationally is selected. 
[bookmark: _Hlk134433100]This is the submitted proposal of the Louth Labour Party Dail Constituency Council if the Electoral Commission opts for the Lower end of the 171 to 181 range of seats Nationally.
Alternative Proposal (Looking at the upper end of the range - 181 Dail seats):
If we look at the upper end of the Band, as per the full Table (171-181) above, the current Louth Dail constituency would merit 5.9 TD's.
As we cannot have a 6 (six) seater, then we would have to look at two 3 (three) seaters, best divided on a South/ North basis.
The Southern part - ‘’Louth South’’ would run from the Dunleer ED all the way south to Laytown.
Comprising: the Julianstown ED and the St. Mary’s (part Meath) ED in Co. Meath, as well as the following ED’s in Co. Louth: St. Mary’s (part Louth) ED, St. Laurance Gate ED, West Gate ED, Fair Gate ED, St. Peter’s ED (all of it), Monasterboice ED, Termonfeckin ED, Mullary ED, Clogher ED, Collon ED, and the Dunleer ED. This proposed Dail Constituency would contain all of the Settlement of the proposed City of Drogheda, and it has a current population (Census 2022 preliminary) of 82,958. As a 3-seater each TD would have a population per TD ratio of 28,002. (almost identical to the national ratio of 28,307 for 181 TD’s nationally).
The Northern part - ‘’Louth North’’ would comprise the rest of the geographical county of Louth, from the Dysart ED right up to Omeath. This Dail Constituency would include the Dundalk/Blackrock settlement, the Ardee Urban area and its’ Rural hinterland as well as the Cooley Penninsula. The Population (preliminary Census 2022) in this proposed Dail Constituency would be 84,054, and as 3-seater each TD would have a population per TD ratio of 28,018.
The Louth South and Louth North proposal meets the notional variance need, easily, for the Population per TD in both constituencies to fall in a band of + or - 5.5% from the National Average.
This is the submitted proposal of the Louth Labour Party Dail Constituency Council if the Electoral Commission opts for the Higher end of the 171 to 181 range of seats Nationally.

The future development of the Settlement of Drogheda in a Dail context.

The Meath environs of Drogheda are intrinsic to the town, the largest in the State. The Meath part of South Drogheda is contiguous with Drogheda in Co. Louth. We now have a seamless settlement straddling counties Louth and Meath. Including the estates that are in Meath in South Drogheda is now an established feature of everyday life, in Donacarney and Mornington, and arguably in Bettystown and Laytown also. The geographic, social and economic links are fundamental. It would be perverse to remove areas, so intrinsic to Drogheda, from being in the same Dail constituency. 

This part of the administrative area of Co. Meath has been part of the Louth Dáil constituency since 2007 and has seen three successive elections now. High voter turnout, and established voting patterns, are evidence that this part of Meath is now well embedded in its current Dáil constituency of Louth. In so far as this is practicable, the area ought to continue to be included in the Louth Dail constituency, buttressing the established reality of East Meath’s relationship with Drogheda which will strengthen further the continued development of this area. 

This area experienced an intercensal growth in population, of almost 40% since 2016, not because it is in Co. Meath, but because of its relationship with Drogheda. This relationship is now recognised at statutory level by at least three recent and significant developments:
· The practical decision made by the Garda Commissioner that a substantial part of the East Meath contiguous with Drogheda will from this year be managed from a policing point of view by the Drogheda Garda Division, and not Ashbourne, 
· The development of an agreed Joint Area Plan, with Statutory effect, between Louth and Meath County Councils to manage the sustainable development of the southern environs of Drogheda lying in Co. Meath, 
· The development of a joint transportation plan for the area headed by the National Transport Authority and the recent creation of the very successful D4 and D5 Bus Eireann services linking the heavily populated southern part of Drogheda in Meath with the Drogheda Train Station, Bus Station, town centre and Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital. 
We deeply appreciate this opportunity to forward our views on the Louth Dail Constituency to the Electoral Commission. We hope that they are fully taken to account, and we wish the Commission well in the task ahead. 
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