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Submission on Dáil Éireann 
Constituencies 
Cormac Ó Bric, May 9, 2023 
Introduction 
The following is a written submission of the author’s opinions and recommendations in the matter of the ongoing review of Dáil Éireann constituencies. It is premised upon the assumption that the next Dáil 
Éireann will have the smallest possible number of seats, which, with Ireland’s current population, is 171. If that outcome materialises, this submission serves as a blueprint for how the seats of that Dáil may be allotted to the constituencies. If there is a greater number of seats than 171, this submission equally forms a framework for how the constituencies and seats of the next Dáil may be arranged. While this submission addresses the entirety of the state, its particular emphasis is upon, and the bulk of its detail relates to, Dublin City, Fingal, and Counties Meath, Westmeath, Longford, and Louth. 
The format of this submission is as follows. First, its methodology will be outlined. Second, its proposals in relation to the allotment of new Dáil seats across the country will be set out. And third, its specific proposals in relation to Dublin City, Fingal, and Counties Meath, Westmeath, Longford, and Louth will be laid out. 
Methodology 
The population figures that form the basis of this submission are drawn from the Central Statistics Office[footnoteRef:1] on the basis of local authority areas, electoral divisions, and existing Dáil Éireann constituencies. While it is possible to split electoral divisions in order to achieve a better population balance in the drawing of Dáil constituencies, this author lacks the technology necessary for such an exercise, so reliance is placed upon the populations of electoral divisions and upon constituencies where electoral divisions have been split in order to determine populations.  [1:  https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-cpr/censusofpopulation2022preliminaryresults/geographicchanges/ Last accessed May 9, 2023. ] 

The overriding objective of this submission for the drawing of Dáil constituencies is the representation of communities. The members of communities, by virtue of their geographical, class, racial, and ethnic characteristics, share voting patterns that are best served when their communities are entirely contained within single constituencies as opposed to being split. Moreover, the larger the constituency, the greater the vote share that the elected candidates cover (consider how the quotas in a three-seat constituency add up to 75% of the total vote whereas the quotas in a five-seat constituency add up to 83% of the total vote), and therefore the better the representation. 
 
For that reason, the following order of priority is employed.  
First, there is an attempt to ensure that the maximum number of persons to a TD in a constituency is 29999, in line with the constitutional requirement. However, that number is treated here as an average for the country, as appears to be common practice. Therefore, “if push comes to shove” in a single constituency, a small population overrun is tolerated. 
Second, there is an attempt to keep together communities that identify with one another, whether countryside villages, their nearby towns, inner-city quarters, or suburbs. This author has no access to the present data on race, ethnicity, and religion in the population, but pointedly encourages their consideration when drawing Dáil constituencies. However, this author has access to the major physical landmarks that separate communities, so those form the primary basis for how communities are combined and separated in Dáil constituencies. Such physical landmarks are primarily the following: 
· In rural areas: 
· The contiguity of towns. 
· The positioning of villages near towns. 
· Local authority boundaries. 
· In urban areas: 
· Motorways. o Railways. o Rivers. 
Admittedly, Ireland’s local authority boundaries are “frozen history”; they may have made a lot of sense when they were initially drawn but only serve to divide similar communities nowadays; consider how Jamestown Road, a residential road in north Dublin, marks the northern boundary of Dublin City, and consider how the present southern boundary of County Louth at Drogheda is often barely intelligible. This author therefore calls for the readjustment of local authority boundaries to better align with physical landmarks, for example moving the northern boundary of Dublin City to the M50 and either aligning the southern boundary of County Louth with the River Boyne or moving it significantly southwards. History is better frozen in museums, archaeological sites, and stately homes than in urban local authority boundaries. However, this consideration need not affect the drawing of Dáil constituencies, which can be drawn independently of local authority boundaries. 
Third, given the foregoing two considerations, there is an attempt to preserve the existing arrangements of Dáil constituencies in the sense of there being no attempt to redraw the entire scheme of constituencies from scratch. For representational purposes, the abolition of three-seat constituencies and the introduction of six- and seven-seat constituencies merits consideration, but such is beyond the scope of this submission. Constituency boundaries that have been in place for a long time generate voting patterns of their own among their constituents, voting patterns that are upset in case of boundary changes, particularly if those boundary changes are frequent and/or large-scale. Therefore, such adjustment of constituency boundaries is avoided where possible but such preservation is deprioritised with respect to numerical and physical considerations. 
Allotment of Dáil Seats Across Ireland 
The following is a rough plan of how the seats to be added to Dáil Éireann may be allotted across 
Ireland. Its basis is Ireland’s local authorities and it assumes that the size of Dáil Éireann will increase to 171 TDs. The author suggests the following: 
· County Donegal exceeds the maximum population for 5 TDs. Therefore, in line with how its southern section is placed in the Sligo-Leitrim constituency, the section moved south into Sligo Leitrim ought to be increased in size, i.e. to be brought closer to Donegal town. That way, the 5-seat Donegal constituency is preserved. 
· Connacht and the above southern section of County Donegal have had a sufficient increase in population to merit an additional Dáil seat. While County Galway is very near the population necessary for 10 TDs, and while County Mayo comes near the population necessary for 5 TDs, County Roscommon still has an insufficient population for 3 TDs, so it would have to be combined with some section of another county, possibly either south Leitrim – which forms quite a natural unit alongside the entirety of County Roscommon – or some of east Galway. 
Separating the southern arm of County Roscommon from the county’s northern body could be an option, only that it leaves the northern body with an even smaller population and therefore in an even more awkward position for Dáil constituency purposes. 
· Counties Longford and Westmeath combined are very near the population necessary for 5 TDs, so it is suggested that parts of County Meath be included to create a 5-seat Longford-Westmeath constituency. This proposal is discussed in more detail below. 
· County Meath, excluding such parts as are necessary to constitute Longford-Westmeath, Cavan-Monaghan, and Louth as 5-seat constituencies, has a sufficient population for 6 TDs, necessitating a re-drawing or reconsideration of its present two 3-seat constituencies. This situation is discussed in more detail below. 
· County Dublin as a whole has had a sufficient population increase for three new Dáil seats. While Dublin is discussed in more detail below, some observations stand out at this point. 
· Fingal, excluding the sections that already form part of the Dublin Bay North and Dublin North-West constituencies, has a sufficient population for 10 TDs instead of its present 9. 
· Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, which presently has 7 TDs, is close to the population necessary for 8. It is therefore suggested that Rathfarnham be moved from Dublin South-West into Dublin Rathdown in order to allow there to be a 4-seat Dublin Rathdown constituency (matching the 5-seat Dublin South constituency that existed from 1981 to 2016) and a 4-seat Dún Laoghaire constituency. 
· South Dublin, excluding Rathfarnham, has a sufficient population for 10 TDs instead of its present 9. 
· Counties Carlow and Kilkenny combined have too large a population for their present 5 TDs, as have counties Wicklow and Wexford as singular units. It would be worth adding a new Dáil seat to this region of Ireland. 
· Counties Laois and Offaly combined have too large a population for their present 5 TDs. With 
Laois’ population in excess of the maximum threshold for 3 TDs and with Offaly’s population near that threshold, the Laois-Offaly constituency merits reconsideration. 
· County Kildare, mostly covered by two 4-seat constituencies, has a population in excess of the maximum threshold for 8 TDs. Sections of the south and west of the county could therefore be moved into constituencies principally based around counties Carlow, Offaly, and Laois in order to satisfy their needs for new Dáil seats and in order to conserve Kildare’s two 4-seat constituencies. 
· County Tipperary, excluding such sections as may need to be added to Offaly to ground an additional Dáil seat for the latter county, far exceeds the maximum threshold for 5 TDs. With County Waterford exceeding the maximum threshold for 4 TDs, these constituencies merit reconsideration and require a new Dáil seat between them. It would equally be worth examining the prospect of moving the urban parts of County Kilkenny that form part of the Waterford urban area into the Waterford constituency and exploring the prospect of a 5-seat Waterford constituency, possibly including sections of County Tipperary, and leaving the remainder of County Tipperary, less the sections entering Offaly, as a 5-seat constituency. 
· County Kerry exceeds the maximum threshold for 5 TDs. Given how the neighbouring Limerick County constituency falls below the maximum threshold for 3 TDs, a feasible option would be to move parts of north Kerry, most likely including Tarbert, into the Limerick County constituency. 
· County Cork, which presently has 18 TDs, now has a population significantly in excess of the maximum threshold for 19 TDs. It requires at least one additional Dáil seat and could be limited to that one new seat if parts of west Cork were moved into the Kerry constituency and more of north Kerry were moved into Limerick County. 
· There remains one Dáil seat to be allotted. Given how it will most likely be necessary to move parts of County Kerry into the Limerick County constituency, and given how Fingal’s population is approaching the maximum threshold for 11 TDs, County Limerick and Fingal form two suitable sites for that additional Dáil seat which, if there are to be 171 TDs, must be allotted somewhere. 
Specific Proposals 
Longford and Westmeath 
This proposal focuses upon making the existing Longford-Westmeath constituency a 5-seat constituency, thereby increasing its capacity to represent its many communities, particularly in light of the substantial ethnic minority population of Longford and presumably of Westmeath. However, it is worth noting that the western boundary of Athlone bears little relevance to the situation on the ground, so it could be worth adding parts of County Roscommon to Longford-Westmeath in order to keep the Athlone community together. However, this author has conducted no detailed investigation of that possibility, leaving the focus upon the eastern boundary of the Longford-Westmeath constituency. 
To make a 5-seat Longford-Westmeath constituency, it would first be necessary to move all of the sections of County Westmeath that are currently in the Meath West constituency into LongfordWestmeath. Those sections include Castlepollard, Killucan, Raharney, Collinstown, Delvin, and Clonmellon. Given how these towns and villages identify strongly with Mullingar and identify little with Navan, the centre of gravity of the Meath West constituency, moving them into LongfordWestmeath should cause very little trouble. 
Within County Meath, this author suggests that the electoral divisions of Killallon, Crossakiel, Knocklough, Stonefield, Crosskeys, Moylagh, Oldcastle, Killeagh, Hill of Down, Ardnamullan (including Clonard), Ballyboggan, and Castlejordan be moved into the Longford-Westmeath constituency. That would give the aforementioned constituency a population just below the maximum threshold for 5 TDs. With regard to the position of the aforementioned electoral divisions in County Meath, the latter four enjoy strong connections with Kinnegad, which is already in the LongfordWestmeath constituency, and while the former eight enjoy connections with Kells, a town which this author has no intention of moving outside a Meath constituency, the connections of those eight electoral divisions with Castlepollard and Delvin are not unnoticeable. This author therefore hopes that the residents of those eight electoral divisions would welcome the move into a 5-seat Longford-Westmeath constituency alongside Castlepollard, Delvin, and the remainder of north-eastern County Westmeath. 
Louth 
County Louth is now close to the maximum threshold for 5 TDs and could foreseeably be constituted as a 5-seat constituency comprising the county. However, in view of the fact that Drogheda’s southern boundaries bear very little relevance to the situation on the ground, this author suggests that at very least, a substantial part of the Drogheda urban area that is within County Meath could be moved into the Louth constituency without it exceeding the 5-TD threshold. Alternatively, Drogheda could be moved into a 4-seat constituency comprising the parts of County Meath abutting Fingal, leaving the remainder of County Louth as a 4-seat constituency. However, for lack of access by this author to the technology necessary for splitting electoral divisions, and in view of the fact that drawing a northern boundary for Drogheda could be as troublesome, and how that boundary could become as obsolete, as the southern boundary, this author has not investigated that option in any detail. 
Meath 
Leaving aside such parts of County Meath as would be necessary to constitute Longford-Westmeath, Cavan-Monaghan, and Louth as 5-seat constituencies, County Meath has significantly exceeded the maximum threshold for six TDs. It could therefore form a site for the last additional Dáil seat, possibly in conjunction with parts of Fingal. However, at very least, given the population increases in the southeastern section of County Meath, the existing constituencies of Meath East and Meath West require reconsideration. 
The following rough arrangement is therefore suggested: 
· Meath East (3 seats): County Meath electoral divisions of St. Mary’s (Part Rural) (less the part necessary to constitute Louth as a 5-seat constituency), Julianstown, Stamullin, Duleek, Ardcath, Skreen, Rathfeigh, Killeen, Kilbrew, Kilmore, Rodanstown, Culmullin, Dunshaughlin, Ratoath, Donaghmore, and Dunboyne. 
· This constituency has the clear benefit of keeping Meath’s primary sections of the Dublin commuter belt all together and treated as a single political unit. 
· There remains the option of adding sections of Fingal and/or of Drogheda to this constituency to give it 4 seats, in line with what was suggested above about Drogheda. 
· Meath West (4 seats): County Meath electoral divisions of Killyon, Castlerickard, Rathmolyon, Innfield, Rahinstown, Gallow, Summerhill, Kilmessan, Galtrim, Laracor, Ballyconnell, Killaconnigan, Cloghbrack, Kildalky, Trim Urban, Trim Rural, Kilcooly, Bective, Clonmacduff, Cill Bhríde, Grennanstown, Baile Átha Buí, An Ráth Mhór, Girley, Kilskeer, Boherboy, Martry, Balrathboyne, Ballinlough, Castlekeeran, Loughan, Kells Urban, Kells Rural, Tailtin, Maperath, Moynalty, Newtown, Newcastle, Cruicetown, Nobber, Staholmog, Castletown, Killary, Grangegeeth, Slane, Stackallan, Rathkenny, Domhnach Phádraig, Ardbraccan, Navan Urban, Navan Rural, Painestown, Kentstown, Ardmulchan, and Tara. 
· This constituency has the clear benefit of keeping Navan and its satellite villages in the same constituency, Trim and its satellite villages in the same constituency, and Kells and its satellite villages, with the exceptions of Crossakiel and Oldcastle, in the same constituency. It is not quite fair that the residents of Kilberry, Wilkinstown, Seneschalstown, and Kentstown, whose main town is Navan, be placed in a different constituency from Navan, and it it not quite fair that the residents of Oristown, Drumbaragh, Carnaross, and Ballinlough, whose main town is Kells, be placed in a different constituency from Kells. This author’s proposal for a Meath West constituency resolves those problems. 
Dublin 
The emphasis of this section is upon Dublin City, southern Fingal, and the areas of South Dublin that abut the city. There is more detail above on this author’s proposal for the constituencies of Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown. This section proposes a new set of constituencies for southern Fingal and for the part of Dublin City north of the River Liffey, sets out three hypothetical constituencies for the part of Dublin City south of the Liffey, and outlines the benefits and drawbacks of each constituency. Some of the constituencies lack specific names; in such a case, there will be a note on the naming of the relevant constituency. 
· Dublin West (5 seats): this constituency, already in existence, has a sufficient population for 5 TDs instead of its present 4. The move to 5 TDs is still achieved by moving the Dublin City electoral divisions of Ashtown A, Ashtown B, and Phoenix Park out of the Dublin West constituency. 
o Benefits: 
· The 5-seat constituency is the most representative that it can be under the present law of constituency sizes. 
· This constituency is entirely situated within Fingal and adheres to the boundary between Fingal and Dublin City at Ashtown, Castleknock, and the Phoenix Park, an adherence that local residents would likely welcome. o Drawbacks: 
· The boundary between Fingal and Dublin City at Ashtown runs along the main street of that village. This author, in the name of keeping communities in single constituencies in the name of representation, would prefer that the relevant boundary be set further west of Ashtown but still east of Millrace Road and of the Navan Road Parkway railway station. 
· Dublin North X (4 seats): this constituency is much the same as the present Dublin Central constituency and comprises the part of the Fingal electoral division of Castleknock-Park comprising Ashtown alongside the Dublin City electoral divisions of Phoenix Park, Ashtown A, Ashtown B, Cabra West A, Cabra West B, Cabra West C, Cabra West D, Cabra East A, Cabra East B, Cabra East C, Arran Quay A, Arran Quay B, Arran Quay C, Arran Quay D, Arran Quay E, Inns Quay A, Inns Quay B, Inns Quay C, Ballybough A, Ballybough B, Mountjoy A, Mountjoy B, Rotunda A, Rotunda B, North Dock A, North Dock B, North Dock C, and North City. 
·  Benefits: 
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Adherence to the boundaries of Dublin City and of the Phoenix Park, which are significant physical boundaries. 
· Adherence to the River Tolka (in the westernmost and easternmost sections) and the Royal Canal by Whitworth Road, which are equally significant physical boundaries. 
· Adherence to the River Liffey. 
· Cabra, Ashtown, Phibsboro, Broadstone, and the north-west inner city kept together. 
· Ballybough, Croke Park, the North Strand, the East Wall, and the north-east inner city kept together. 
· Similarity with the existing Dublin Central. 
· Drawbacks: 
· Part of the boundary lies along Finglas Road, separating Glasnevin Cemetery from the housing estates opposite and separating the eastern and western sides of Hart’s Corner. 
· Part of the boundary lies along Drumcondra Road and Clonliffe Road, separating the two sides of each of those roads from one another. 
· This constituency would likely be known as Dublin Central. However, in view of the fact that it only comprises parts of the city north of the River Liffey, the name Dublin North-Central may be more suitable. 
· Dublin North Y (4 seats): this constituency is much the same as the present Dublin North-West constituency and comprises the parts of Fingal surrounded by (in clockwise order) the southern boundary of the M50 from junction 2 to junction 6, the River Tolka downstream as far as the boundary of Dublin City, and the boundary of Dublin City eastward as far as the M50 at junction 2, alongside the Dublin City electoral divisions of Finglas North A, Finglas North B, Finglas North C, Finglas South A, Finglas South B, Finglas South C, Finglas South D, Ballymun A, Ballymun B, Ballymun C, Ballymun D, Ballymun E, Ballymun F, Whitehall A, Whitehall B, Whitehall C, Whitehall D, Beaumont A, Kilmore A, Ballygall A, Ballygall B, Ballygall C, Ballygall D, Botanic A, Botanic B, Botanic C, Drumcondra South A, Drumcondra South B, Drumcondra South C, Clontarf West D, and Clontarf West E. 
· Benefits: 
· Ballymun, which is geographically isolated from its surrounding suburbs, is as included as possible by being placed in the same constituency as Finglas, Santry, and the sections of Fingal south of the M50. 
· Santry, Whitehall, Ballygall, Drumcondra, and Glasnevin, all of which identify with one another, are kept together; Dublin North Y is the ideal constituency 
for keeping Griffith Avenue together and keeping its residents’ interests represented. 
· This constituency’s boundaries adhere to the M50, the River Tolka, and the Royal Canal at Whitworth Road. 
· Similarity with the existing Dublin North-West. 
· Drawbacks: 
· There is an arm of this constituency extending as far as the mouth of the Tolka. It is uncertain whether the residents of Marino and Fairview, who would be included in this constituency, would prefer to be in the same constituency as Drumcondra (as is the case here), in the same constituency as the North Strand, or in the same constituency as Clontarf. 
· Part of the boundary of this constituency runs along Finglas Road, through Hart’s Corner, and along Drumcondra Road and Clonliffe Road, as explained above in relation to Dublin North X. 
· Part of the boundary of this constituency runs along Griffith Avenue at Marino and along Dundaniel Road in Kilmore, both of which are residential roads. 
· Despite this constituency’s strong similarity with the present 3-seat Dublin NorthWest, the fact that it extends much further east than Dublin North West renders that name inappropriate. Since the name Dublin North is not currently in use, it could be a suitable name for Dublin North Y, particularly given the appropriacy of the name Dublin North-Central for Dublin North X, situated immediately south of Dublin North Y. 
· Dublin North Z (5 seats): this constituency is very similar to the present Dublin Bay North only that some of its western boundaries are rather different. It comprises the Fingal electoral divisions of Baldoyle, Sutton, and Howth, and the Dublin City electoral divisions of RahenyGreendale, Raheny-Foxfield, Raheny-St. Assam, Grange A, Grange B, Grange C, Grange D, Grange E, Edenmore, Ayrfield, Priorswood A, Priorswood B, Priorswood C, Priorswood D, Priorswood E, Kilmore B, Kilmore C, Kilmore D, Harmonstown A, Harmonstown B, Beaumont B, Beaumont C, Beaumont D, Beaumont E, Beaumont F, Grace Park, Clontarf West A, Clontarf West B, Clontarf West C, Clontarf East A, Clontarf East B, Clontarf East C, Clontarf East D, and Clontarf East E. 
· Benefits: 
· Adherence to the River Mayne, the Santry River, and the Tolka estuary as boundaries. 
· Preservation of much of the Dublin Bay North constituency. 
· Donnycarney, Artane, Killester, Coolock, Darndale, Kilmore, and Clare Hall kept together. 
Donaghmede, Kilbarrack, Bayside, Baldoyle, and Sutton kept together. o Drawbacks: 
· Same considerations as with Dublin North Y in relation to Dundaniel Road and Griffith Avenue. 
· Considering how this constituency comprises the entire northern shore of Dublin Bay, Dublin Bay North is a perfectly suitable name for this constituency. 
The next proposals, in relation to Dáil constituencies in Dublin City south of the River Liffey, are much less the priority of this submission than those north of the Liffey, particularly in light of how the following proposals are for three 3-seat constituencies, this author viewing 3-seat constituencies sceptically. However, in view of the communities that they place together and in view of their adherence to the many physical obstacles of the south of Dublin City, they nonetheless merit consideration. 
· Dublin South X (3 seats): Dublin City electoral divisions of Kilmainham B, Kilmainham C, Ushers A, Ushers B, Ushers C, Ushers D, Ushers E, Ushers F, Merchants Quay A, Merchants Quay B, Merchants Quay C, Merchants Quay D, Merchants Quay E, Merchants Quay F, Wood 
Quay A, Wood Quay B, St. Kevin’s, Royal Exchange A, Royal Exchange B, Mansion House A, Mansion House B, South Dock, Pembroke West A, and Pembroke East A. 
o Benefits: 
· Entire south inner city kept together. 
· Conformity to the current local electoral areas of the South-East Inner City and the South-West Inner City. 
· Strong conformity with the River Liffey, the Royal Canal, and the River Dodder. 
· The boundaries of this constituency recognise the differences in character and political leanings between the south inner city and the south inner suburbs. o Drawbacks: 
· 3-seat constituency. 
· The western boundary of this constituency runs through Inchicore, separating the northern section of the main street from the southern section but not separating the two sides of the main street. 
· The two sides of Northumberland Road are separated from one another. 
· The two sides of Lansdowne Road are separated from one another. 
· The two sides of Londonbridge Road and Beach Road in Irishtown are separated from one another. 
o In view of this constituency’s basis in the inner city south of the River Liffey, Dublin South-Central would be suitable name for this constituency. 
· Dublin South Y (3 seats): Dublin City electoral divisions of Crumlin C, Kimmage C, Kimmage D, Terenure A, Terenure B, Terenure C, Terenure D, Rathfarnham, Rathmines West A, Rathmines West B, Rathmines West C, Rathmines West D, Rathmines West E, Rathmines 
West F, Rathmines East A, Rathmines East B, Rathmines East C, Rathmines East D, Pembroke West B, Pembroke West C, Pembroke East B, Pembroke East C, Pembroke East D, and Pembroke East E. o Benefits: 
· Northern Kimmage kept together alongside Harold’s Cross and Terenure. 
· Rathgar, Rathmines, Milltown, Ranelagh, Donnybrook, Ballsbridge, and Merrion kept together. 
· Strong conformity with the Royal Canal and the River Dodder. 
· The boundaries of this constituency recognise the differences in character and political leanings between the south inner city and the south inner suburbs as much as between Kimmage and Crumlin. o Drawbacks: 
· 3-seat constituency. 
· Same drawbacks as with Dublin South X in relation to Northumberland Road, Lansdowne Road, Londonbridge Road, and Beach Road. 
· Southern Kimmage, e.g. Kimmage Road West, separated from Northern Kimmage, e.g. Sundrive Road. 
· The constituency boundary separates the two sides of Sundrive Road north of Stannaway Road. 
· Despite this constituency’s similarity with the present Dublin Bay South, that name is not suitable for this constituency, nor is it appropriate for the present Dublin Bay South, because the Dún Laoghaire constituency covers the southern side of Dublin Bay. However, since the name Dublin South is not currently in use, that name could be suitable for this constituency of Dublin South Y. 
· Dublin South Z (3 seats): South Dublin electoral divisions of Clondalkin-Monastery (within the M50), Clondalkin-Ballymount (within the M50), Tallaght-Kilnamanagh (within the M50), Terenure-St. James, Terenure-Cherryfield, Terenure-Greentrees, Templeogue-Limekiln, 
Templeogue-Kimmage Manor, Templeogue-Orwell, Templeogue Village, TempleogueCypress, and Templeogue-Osprey alongside the Dublin City electoral divisions of Kimmage A, Kimmage B, Kimmage E, Walkinstown A, Walkinstown B, Walkinstown C, Crumlin A, Crumlin B, Crumlin D, Crumlin E, Crumlin F, Inchicore A, Inchicore B, Kilmainham A, Decies, Kylemore, Carna, Cherry Orchard A, Cherry Orchard C, Drumfinn, and Chapelizod. 
· Benefits: 
· Strong adherence to the M50, the River Dodder, and the Royal Canal. 
Templeogue, Perrystown, Grennhills, Walkinstown, Crumlin, and South Kimmage kept together. 
· Drimnagh, Bluebell, and Ballyfermot, all geographically isolated from one another and their surrounding suburbs, are included as much as possible by being placed in the same constituency as Crumlin and Walkinstown, areas of a similar character to Drimnagh. o Drawbacks: 
· 3-seat constituency. 
· Same drawbacks as with Dublin South X in relation to Inchicore. 
· Same drawbacks as with Dublin South Y in relation to Kimmage and Sundrive Road. 
· The two sides of Fortfield Road are separated from one another. 
· This constituency is quite similar to the present Dublin South-Central only that it does not contain any of the city centre. With the name Dublin South being proposed for Dublin South Y, this author has no specific suggestions for a name for Dublin South Z. However, in view of the fact that Dublin North Y would be known as Dublin North, the Dublin North-West name would be free and could be used for the present Dublin West, freeing up the Dublin West name to be used for Dublin South Z, which is located in the west of the city. 
Conclusion 
To conclude, as much for Dublin as for elsewhere, Ireland’s constituencies face an antagonistic relationship. If they are to be made large and representative and to have their boundaries positioned in the most remote locations possible, they run the risk of having ballot papers that are difficult to handle, count, and (for some) read due to their length. Equally, if the constituencies are to be made compact enough that the ballot papers are easy to handle, count, and read, they run the risk of small constituency sizes and therefore of having their proportionality and representativeness diminished. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This submission has attempted to strike the balance between those two factors in a way that preserves the numerical balance between constituencies and TDs, that keeps the constituency boundaries aligned with major physical landmarks, and that preserves existing constituencies as much as possible. Once again, it would be worth examining the demographics of Ireland in relation to race and ethnicity and ensuring that all of the constituencies ensure adequate representation for minority communities. Equally, it is worth pursuing the objective of having five-seat constituencies where possible and of examining the prospect of six- and seven-seat constituencies. However, assuming that there will only be three-, four-, and five-seat constituencies and assuming that the next Dáil will have 171 TDs, this submission forms a guide as to how those TDs ought to be allotted and as to how the constituencies in Longford, Westmeath, Meath, Louth, and Dublin would be best drawn. 
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