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An Coimisiún Toghcháin,
Dublin Castle, Dublin 2
10 May 2023
RE : Dail Constituency Review 2023 - Submission
On behalf of Drogheda and District Chamber of Commerce I would be pleased if you could accept and consider the following submission as part of your review of the Dail Constituencies.
This submission relates to the importance of appropriate national governance as it relates to Drogheda and its hinterland. In this submission when Drogheda is referred to it is deemed to include the hinterland (within a 10 minute distance) which includes a section of east Meath.
Drogheda as an urban settlement has many positive attributes and that is reflected in the desire to reside in this area making Drogheda not only the largest town in Ireland but also the fastest growing town.
[image: ]Under the national policy of putting people first, local governance is mandated to focus on what is best for all the citizens served, however this can only truly be delivered with appropriate support from national government and accurate representation.
Drogheda has suffered for quite some time due to its location on the boundary of two counties and the provision of appropriate services to the citizens of Drogheda.
Because of these deficiencies, Drogheda and district chamber sought to have the county boundary reviewed in 2017 in an attempt to at least address a coordinated governance of the developed areas the Urban settlement of Drogheda, part of which is in Meath and part of which is in Louth.
The review committee recommended and the minister agreed:
Specifically, the Committee recommends that the 2 authorities, working together, will produce:
· A unified vision for Drogheda;
· A Joint Local Area Plan for the Greater Drogheda Area incorporating this vision in a comprehensive strateufor the sustainable development of Drogheda, including social, cultural, environmental and economic development. This may necessitate variations to the existing County Development Plans as a Local Area Plan may not contravene its parent Development Plan;
· A joint retail strateufor the town for Drogheda;
· A joint initiative to improve community cohesion and further develop an identity of belonging to Drogheda for all citizens while retaining current county allegiances as part of the above process;
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· A report detailing the results of a comprehensive review ofservice delivery of all local authority services and functions analysed as a totality (as per the recommendation of paragraph 6.4.2(c) of the Action Programmefor Effective Local Government, Putting People First) and as individual services with a view to 46 creating efficiency, effectiveness and coherence of delivery to the communities and citizens of Drogheda who ultimately should be able to access almost all services locally. Specific provision is to be made in respect of the housing estates split between the two local authorities to ensure a unity of service at local level. This will lead to the preparation of a Service Delivery Plan;
· An analysis ofservices delivered by other bodies, e.g. IDA, Enterprise Ireland, HSE, including recommendations to Governmentfor delivery on a whole of town basis where deemed appropriate.
In making the above recommendations to the Minister, the Committee was reluctant to suggest binding time scales for their implementation. It recognises that unforeseen circumstances may delay such processes.
Six years later we await delivery of the majority of the recommendations while the town grows and grows, year by year.
[image: ]In the meantime, the Guerin report was published following a difficult period of crime in the area. The report made further recommendations in relation to the location of management and government agencies in the town and joint area governance.
This leads us back to the work of the constituency review committee. In returning to the principal of putting people first, the constituency arrangement must be the best for all citizens.
The current constituency is a 5 seat constituency and most likely, due to the rapid increase in population that will have to change.
We at the chamber ask that the ability of the urban settlement of Drogheda, the largest town in Ireland, to be governed in a coherent way, Is not undermined by splitting the urban settlement between two constituency and ask that the following configurations be considered:
· Increase the constituency to a six seater retaining Drogheda and its hinterland intact within that constituency, however as this may conflict with 57 (2)(c) the 2022 review report therefore,
· Split Louth/east Meath into two three seater constituencies, reflecting the differing influences on each, with one constituency centred on Dundalk and one centred on Drogheda or, if the numbers permit,
· Split Louth least Meath into two constituencies, a three seat constituency centred on Dundalk and a four seat constituency centred on Drogheda.
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The last two options make more sense when it is considered that the CSO confirmed population of Drogheda exceeds that deemed to be necessary for the urban settlement to be considered a
city,
If required by the committee, we can provide links to supporting documentation for the items raised in this submission.
We thank you for your consideration of our submission and wish you well in your deliberations on this important matter for the governance of Ireland.
Yours faithfully,
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Hubert Murphy
President
[image: ]Drogheda & District Chamber of Commerce
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