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Dear Sir/Madam, 
I am totally opposed to any increase in the number of TD's in the above review and I request that any proposed increase be put before the electorate for decision by referendum. A simple solution would be to adjust (by referendum) the upper limit of Article 16 2* of our Constitution to one TD for every 40,000 of population. If implemented, no further adjustment would be required until the population reached 6.4 million or the unification of Ireland. My reasons are as follows: 
1. The present limits date from 1937 at which time our population was in decline. Ireland's population was far more rural based than it is today. A referendum is now needed to see if the people would vote to cap the existing number of TD's and increase the representation limit. 
2. Ireland is presently grossly overrepresented compared to most western type democracies. For example, New Zealand, with a population similar to ours has an upper ratio of one member to every 40,000 of population. In many other countries the upper limit is greater than 40,000. 
3. No business would employ more staff unless it was sure that they would add extra value to the business. Can we say the present 160 TD's are giving fair value? Would the extra members add any value? I think not. 
4. The extra cost of up to the 19 extra TD's proposed will run to €millions annually when salaries, expenses, expansion of the Dail chamber, extra Dail offices, extra parking spaces, pensions, TD's staff, etc. are counted. 
5. In the 1970's, many 3 seat constituencies were created to gerrymander the Dail representation. The proposed REVIEW should create all 5 seat constituencies to be fair to every area. The review could start with the abolition of 3 seaters and at a future date go all 5 seaters. 
6. TD's are supposed to work for and represent the Nation but instead many are working for their own constituency. We already have thousands of paid County Councillors to look after local area needs. 
I note from media reports that there are many voters who agree that the number of TD's should be capped at 160. 
 The electorate should be given a chance to decide. 
Regards 
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