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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I write to you in relation to Portarlington (Co Laois & Co Offaly).  
 
Over the three elections, we have been moved around to make up the numbers with each election - in 2011 (Laois/Offaly), 2016 a three seater in Laois (including Monastrevin town in Kildare), in 2021 Laois and Offaly residents of Portarlington were moved to South Kildare. 
 
Coupled with this, we have the fact that the town is bisected for county council elections leading to what I believe might be the worst per capita representation for any town in Ireland - where 9,000 Laois residents have a single county councillor.  
 
Coupled with this once more, we were added to the South for the 2019 European elections. 
 
This has caused a total disillusionment with politics in one of the fastest growing towns in Ireland and immense frustration. No TD could realistically listen to the concerns of residents and act on those concerns when they know the town will not be able to reward them or vote for them in the following election. We would gladly accept a lower per capita level of representation for any semblance of consistency.  
 
Looking at the numbers, I'd guess we'll be dragged back into a 3 seater in Laois in this redrawing of the map (validating the inactions of our Kildare South representatives over the current sitting of the Dail). Should this be the decision made - I implore you to make a declaration that the Portarlington region will remain in the same catchment for the following electoral review (or some similar but less binding statement) so that we can at least hope for some continuity of representation and thus motivate our representatives to view the town in some long term manner. I hope this is not achieved by pulling Monastrevin back into Laois in an equally frustrating yo-yo balancing of the books. 
 
The electoral commission have prioritised maintaining proportional representation to the absolute detriment of a handful of towns like Portarlington and Monastrevin who get handed about like small change change or a rounding error and the same areas are revisited each time the map is redrawn. Being represented by one of 35,000 with an expectation of continuity at the following election would far outweigh being one of 25,000 where we would have a 50/50 chance (if even) of being able to vote for the same representative five years later.  
 
Mise le meas, 
Ciaran Fallon  
 

P.s. I would be glad to expand on this position further if needed.  
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