Submission to the Constituency Commission on Cavan Monaghan by Brendan Smith T.D. 

Recommendation:
[bookmark: _GoBack]That the two counties of Cavan and Monaghan together form a single contiguous and continuous 5-seat Dáil constituency – this would be achieved by moving the 7 Meath electoral areas[footnoteRef:1] added in 2017 back to county Meath. [1:  Former Kells Rural District (Ardagh, Carrickleck, Kilmainham, Moybolgue, Posseckstown and Trohanny) and the Former Ardee No. 2 Rural District (Drumcondra)
] 


Background
[bookmark: _Hlk134352946]In 2017 The Commission recommended that Cavan-Monaghan should become a 5-seat constituency and include the entirety of both counties (with a small area from Meath with a population of just under 4,000 - in terms of the 2016 Census).
This decision was consistent with the requirements in Section 6 of the 1997 Electoral Act[footnoteRef:2] that the constituency be “contiguous”, respect “geographic considerations” and “maintain continuity”.  [2:  https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1997/act/25/section/6/enacted/en/html#sec6 ] 

Cavan Monaghan has been continuous as a 5-seater constituency from its inception in 1977, the exception being the period 2016 – 2020 when a sizeable portion of the western part of County Cavan (with a population of 13,183) was transferred into the Sligo-Leitrim constituency, making Cavan-Monaghan a 4 seat-constituency. 
The move of such a large part of West Cavan was deeply unpopular among people in that area and there was a sustained civic society campaign to return these areas to their natural hinterland. 
The decision to disconnect West Cavan from the Cavan-Monaghan constituency was sensibly reversed in 2017. 
The 2017 Commission wisely increased the number of seats in Cavan-Monaghan to 5 by returning the Bawnboy, Mullaghoran, Enniskillen No. 2 and Cavan Rural districts that are in county Cavan back into Cavan-Monaghan from Sligo-Leitrim. The total population of these 36 electoral districts in 2016 was 13,150.
The current preliminary census results show that the populations of Cavan and Monaghan counties have grown at very similar rates, and continue to grow by approximately 1% per annum. 
· Cavan 	81,201 +6.6% (since previous census)	 +1.1% (in 1 year)
· Monaghan	64,832 +5.6% (since previous census)	 +0.93% (in 1 year)
The total combined population of the two counties alone now stands at 146,033 – a population size that warrants and justifies 5 Dáil seats.
Taking a nominal average of a population of 29,750 per TD (The 2017 Commission used the figure of approx. 29,762 per T.D.) would give a 5-seat constituency comprising County Cavan and County Monaghan a population variance per TD of just -543, a percentage variance of -1.8%. 
This is well within the 5% variance guidance used by the previous Commission. 
This would bring a two-county Dáil constituency of Cavan Monaghan (with no additional areas from other counties) more in line with the national average than the current 2020 iteration (i.e the one which includes an area from Meath). 

Returning North East Meath to Meath
Though it is a privilege to represent the seven Meath electoral areas, it is only fair to say that people in that area have never readily identified with Cavan-Monaghan as their constituency and would, understandably, much prefer to be part of Meath. 
People living in that part of the county have far stronger cultural, business and sporting ties and affiliations with the rest of County Meath.  Many services are provided at a county level and local authorities are structured on that basis.  This reality should be respected in redrawing of the Dáil constituency boundaries for both Meath and Cavan-Monaghan. 
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