BOUNDARY COMMISSION SUGGESTIONS
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Besides my proposal on Kildare North, I would like to make some suggestions as to how minimal changes could be made to other constituencies  in line with the guidelines issued.

These are meant to be only suggestions to help give overall shape to regions and not to supersede the knowledge of local submitters.
CARLOW, KILKENNY and SOUTH  KILDARE (9 seats)

I feel these areas should be treated together, but while I have done draft maps I am reluctant to make a suggestion due to the complex issues involved. A further complicating factor is the geographical position of both Carlow and Kilkenny in their respective counties.

Note : When I’m talking about South Kildare here, I’m talking about the parts that I’m not recommending  go into Kildare North (the DEDs of Ballymore, Carrick, Carbury, Donore, Drehid, Killashee, Kilmeague North, Kilpatrick, Kilrainy, Lullymore, Robertstown, Timahoe South and Windmill Cross) as well as the parts of Kildare South that were in Laois and Offaly.

The table below gives the population details of the three areas :

	AREA
	POPULATIONS
	SEATS @ 178
	SEATS @ 180

	Carlow
	61,931
	2.15
	2.18

	South Kildare
	97,883
	3.40
	3.44

	Kilkenny
	103,685
	3.60
	3.64

	Total
	263,499
	9.15
	9.26




I think the two possible options are :

        A three seat Kildare South, a three seat Carlow with portions of North and/or East
Kilkenny and South Kildare, and a three seat Kilkenny.
        A four seat Kilkenny taking in rural south Carlow, and a five seat Carlow-Kildare
South.

The one point I would make is that serious consideration be given to uniting the Graigue Rural DED in Laois with Carlow and Graiguecullen – if the numbers permit. The Carlow-Laois border runs right through the town of Graiguecullen and many estates in the town find themselves not just in another  county but another  constituency. This should be rectified if possible.
CAVAN-MONAGHAN (5 seats)

The constituency of Cavan-Monaghan currently encompasses seven DEDs in North-West Meath. As the counties of Cavan and Monaghan currently have a population of 146,033 between them – equivalent to 5.07 seats in a 178 seat Dáil, and 5.13 seats in a 180 seat Dáil, I would strongly suggest that Cavan and Monaghan form a standalone Cavan-Monaghan constituency again.

The variance from the national average is 1.4% above in 178 a seat Dáil, and 2.6% above in a
180 seat Dáil.

I would suggest that the seven DEDs in Meath can go into an expanded Meath West constituency.


DUBLIN BAY NORTH  (5 seats)

Currently Waterford has a population of 155,905 as of Census 2021, equivalent to 5.42 seats (in a 178 seat Dáil) or 5.48 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil). This means it is marginally closer to a five than a five-seater than two three-seaters – certainly at the 178 seat option.

My suggestion here is that three District Electoral Divisions - Clontarf West C, D and E – be moved from Dublin Bay North into Dublin Central. These DEDs contain Fairview, Marino and a part of West Clontarf. The movement  of these areas – along with movements from Dublin West will facilitate Dublin Central becoming a five seater again. The total population of
those three DEDs is 9,566.

I did consider the Grace Park DED but it seems most of the population is on the north side of the area with the south side being dominated by an educational campus, leading to a lack of continuity.

In addition, I would suggest moving the small Beaumont A DED (population 2,664) back into Dublin Bay North from Dublin North-West which would mean that the Beaumont DEDs are reunited in the one constituency and also allows Dublin North-West to remain within the permitted bounds of variation in both a 178 seat Dail (+0.5%) and a 180 seat Dail (+1.6%).

The total population of the new Dublin Bay North would be 149,003, 3.5% above the national Population:Representative ratio in a 178 seat Dail and 4.7% above in a 180 seat one.




DUBLIN CENTRAL (5 seats)

Currently Dublin Central has a population of 123,165 as of Census 2021, equivalent to 4.28 seats (in a 178 seat Dáil) or 4.33 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil). This means it is marginally closer to a four-seater – but both Dublin West on its western flank and Dublin Bay North on its eastern  flank are also over-subscribed population-wise.

Accordingly,  I’m suggesting that Ashtown A, Ashtown B and the northern side of Phoenix Park (population c.13,600 – see caveat below)  be moved back into Dublin Central from Dublin West as well as Clontarf West C, D and E from Dublin Bay North (population 9,566).

Caveat : I’m not certain what the population is the North-side of the Phoenix Park, but it seems most of the population lies in housing on the southern fringe of the park – there
were 240 people registered to vote in St. Mary’s Hospital in 2020, so with an educated guess the population on the North side is probably around 350.

This would give a total population of approximately 146,500 which would 1.8% above the
National population ratio in a 178 seat Dail and 3.0% above in a 180 seat Dail.


DUBLIN FINGAL NORTH (3 seats) and DUBLIN FINGAL NORTH (3 seats)

Currently Dublin Fingal has a population of 170,690 as of Census 2021, equivalent to 5.93 seats (in a 178 seat Dáil) or 7.00 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil). In other words, it can be split into two three-seaters.

The easiest way to do this is probably on a North-South basic wuth Balbriggan and Rush- Lusk Electoral Areas, along with the Kilsallaghan DED from the Swords LEA making up Fingal North, and the rest of Swords LEA and Malahide-Portmarnock  LEA making up Fingal South.

The large population size of many of the DEDs in the Fingal area does make it difficult to come up with constituency configurations for the area without splitting DEDs – hence the slightly ungainly addition of Kilsallaghan to Fingal North.

Fingal North would have a population of 82,752 which would be 4.2% below the national representation average in a 178 seat Dail and 3.0% below in a 180 seat Dáil.

Fingal South would have a population of 87,938 which would be 1.8% above the national representation average in a 178 seat Dail and 3.0% above in a 180 seat Dáil.


LONGFORD-WESTMEATH (5 seats)

The constituency of Longford-Westmeath currently encompasses the whole of the counties of Longford and Westmeath save a portion of east Westmeath which currently forms part of the Meath West constituency.

As the counties of Longford and Westmeath currently have a population of 142,114
between them – equivalent to 4.95 seats in a 178 seat Dáil, and 5.01 seats in a 180 seat Dái - I would strongly suggest that Longford and Roscommon form a standalone Longford- Westmeath constituency again.

The variance from the national average is 1.0% below in 178 a seat Dáil, and 0.2% above in a
180 seat Dáil.


LAOIS (3 seats) and OFFALY (3 seats)

Currently Laois has a population of 91,657 as of Census 2021, equivalent to 3.18 seats (in a
178 seat Dáil) or 3.22 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil). Offaly has a population of 82,668 as of
Census 2021, equivalent to 2.87 seats (in a 178 seat Dáil) or 2.90 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil).

Offaly is currently within the permitted bounds of variation for being a three seat standalone constituency, but Laois cannot.

This can be easily solved as the town of Portarlington actually lies on both sides of the Laois- Offaly border. Moving South Portarlington DED (population 7,856) into Offaly gives the would bring both constituencies  within the permitted bounds of variation in a 178 seat Dail at least.

The Laois constituency would have a population of 81,051 which entail a negative variation of 3.1% in a 178 seat Dáil and 1.5% in a 180 seat Dáil.

The Offaly constituency would have a population of 90,524 which entail a positive variation of 4.8% in a 178 seat Dáil and 6.0% in a 180 seat Dáil. Admittedly this wouldn’t work in the latter scenario, but it could be compensated for by the exchange of a small DED.


WATERFORD (4 seats)

Currently Waterford has a population of 127,085 as of Census 2021, equivalent to 4.42 seats (in a 178 seat Dáil) or 4.46 seats (in a 180 seat Dáil). This means it is closer to a four seater  than a five-seater.

Accordingly  I would like to suggest moving the northern part of Lismore into Tipperary
(which would facilitate two three-seat constituencies  in that county)

The DEDs involved are : All DEDs in Lismore except Kilcockan, Kilwatermoy East, Kilwatermoy
West, Tallow and Templemichael

This would see a population transfer of 8,649 leaving the new Waterford Constituency with a population of 118,436 – which in a 178 seat Dáil would be 2.9% above the national average ratio of Population:Representative and in a 180 seat Dáil 4.0% above.

The Knockmealdown mountains run across the Tipperary-Waterford border in this area, but Tipperary and the area to be moved in Waterford are connected by two regional roads – the R668 which runs from Cahir to Lismore in the west and the R671 which runs from Clonmel
to the east side of the area, as well as several smaller roads that run across the mountains.




One thing I would strongly counsel against is the idea of moving part of South Kilkenny into the Waterford constituency.  While there is some merit in the Ferrybank suburbs in Kilculliheen DED being moved, firstly this breaches a provincial boundary and secondly – as pointed out above – less movement  of population is required to make Waterford a four- seater than to make it a five-seater. Also, given that Carlow and Kilkenny in a 178 seat Dail would have enough population for 5.75 seats (just about enough to form two three-seaters, it would require a large movement  of population (at least 14,000) to make a five-seat
Carlow-Kilkenny viable.
By my calculations, getting Carlow-Kilkenny viable as a five-seater in both a 178 seat and a
180 seat Dail would require the movement of large tracts of rural areas in South Kilkenny. The following DEDs – at a minimum – would be required : Aglish, Ballincrea, Dunkitt, Farnoge, Kilbride, Kilcolumb, Kilculliheen, Kilmakevoge, Pollrone, Portnascully, Rathpatrick, Rossinan, Shanbogh, Tubbrid and Ullid. This would lead to a population of 16,419 being transferred.




I would strongly suggest that the four seat option with transfer to Tipperary be considered, given that it doesn’t breach a provincial boundary and much less population will find themselves moved to a different constituency.
image6.jpeg
LAOIS (3 seats) and OFi : Legend

=

=
,g o
x;\} fsl =

P
i S OheR
R »\{‘m{;@_

B

Clare

Newplidge.

Nonasterey

@ ")
aan'acm'l'é\‘ A
a ;’\:,

= Bl
" Rathdown
‘, il
e

g

Castlecomer

Google Earth

I Londset | Consirics

- Ji i(
’ ohnstown




image7.jpeg
WATERFORD (4 seats)

‘The Northern Lismore area would mave s
uth T Fetkarg %o

fane 5
Gaialy
sers

Poilan ey . Campile N

Blenhem , arhirstown

- Caragavoe:

%G

Kimacinomds
3
/

Tramore.
S Dunmore East

Bunmanon,

Stradbally

Dungarvan:

4 i

= Ardmore





image8.jpeg
Legend
@ Waterford
@ From Kikenn,

WATERFORD (5 seats)

.
yebilae. GZ‘M/_Z

yianders:

et , Sabynaie
Fethard Road = \

i MG Saliiroon.
€a SCaicKion® Rt

SRS PR
Kimacon ,
¥
Portan) A, L Campre

= ¢
\ ( b e D .
= £ St - R
f e Pragsl jag——— «imesoe Cafaoavoe X
Kimacinoss

Cloghigen

2

Lombe o Caoaty | Bonmanon
tadbally:
T —um
Dungarian
=%

25/
Mm‘e“mﬁ{/%\»—/
-”339*‘3‘ Ardmore
Coxsifield
Marme/rs"Bay





image1.jpeg
o A g

taions N : oo

Sy

Ketn oo

Cavan-Monaghan (5 seats)

e

P

Talk

8 The counties of Cavan and Managhan

= Fivgmielon™

R

e 2 { A
4 . \ Uishaskea

Keady

e s\
- 2 o
SRR ..o\ cear ot

astieblayney
S TEE N Killeavy

\\5\& Jon
B < agien -

Camgallen X 3
3
Aughavas w RS Louth Village
Mohill A
\ sl
g S
Aughnaciiffe 3
/ Mullinalaghta
_— Drlmish Nobber
Granard Ireland ,/‘/\i

7>

Ballinalee $
Oldcastle.
B Abbeylara £
Googlediarth / X \ 7
Sarnaross /
mage Loseat | G %
o i e g ? \ el =X





image2.jpeg
Legend

Seairy 3 & Dusin
e
- \- @ From Dublin Nth-\
To Dubin

P @ e,
indealy Poratoct
m Y
Limekins b b,

[ \
ol mm |

Cayion Hore! DutalAvport

Darnoales® Donigqmede Baltoyle

< DunnesScies — 9
0] m am BuitowBeach
B Sutton
VanGoon DuBlitERTipton e
Artanéx Kilbartack 3
s eer Park Gol
am e Raheny CEE
[0} . o
Donnyearney, Si Anne's Galf Gl Houth Goll Club
) - [ A
KileSter AnncsIRak = Bullisland
NoithiBullisiand s
BAILY
O Dollymount
{fiCaste - CLONTARF 7
NORTH BULL ISLANDINATURE RESERVE »
; Baly Lighthouse
.’
Essipoint Business Park 3

Thg,Royal Dublin Golf Club

Pollymount Strand




image3.jpeg
DUBLINTINDUSTRIAL ESTATE:
Gt g | PETOUE NG Cel it
»

3 Q%
CASTLEKNOCK (PART.OF PHOEN\X:A‘I”\ %

Phoenx Park ®oubin zac/

G ‘A‘LMA»
DUBLINPORT ¥
F‘ 2, ® 5ioin por

-e

G

L]





image4.jpeg
Legend
@ Fingal

Al f Balbriggan and RushLus
and the res of Swords ek LEA o o # Frga
O Gae s il

Rateign =3
el Busiess paik -
Sierles
Tolsnenfil
B2t GED
Rosettid Cotiages >
m * 9 Kenure g
o= Eusky Rish,
Qiiouny Ballyboughal |
|
Y, Ay |
3ioathe. ™ & { A
Raytol \ BlakesiCross
iine.M
Nine Milestone it e
[Fo26) Donabate
w1 T
Mount Ambrose Great X
Knocksedan Demesne  SWords
> ke Malahide;
[r10¢]
St Margaret's
- Portmarnock

A
\ N





image5.jpeg
Longford-Westmea
The caurties of Longford and W

ciossakiel

“Rhode





