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c
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b
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c
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c
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b
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c
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c
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at the time that this was not a real threat, and that no counter measures were  necessary. They simply did not believe it was possible. I understand that that perspective has shifted enormously since then,  but it is still evident that our politicians in general do not realise the extent  to which they can be personally manipulated, and the extent  to which their voters can.

I conducted a preliminary review of research articles published on interference in Irish
 (
1
)
elections - the relative absence, especially when  compared to those investigations
conducted in other  countries, like the UK and US, is striking. The methodology for conducting that research is well established and already available. It does not require novel thinking -
 (
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c
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b
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i
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f
o
r
 
i
n
s
t
a
n
c
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'
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h
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r
a
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g
 
s
o
c
i
a
l
 
m
e
d
i
a
 
m
a
h
i
pu
l
a
t
i
o
n
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
2
0
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S
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p
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i
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n
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a
l
 
e
l
e
c
t
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y
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m
il
i
o
 
F
e
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e
r
a
 
e
t
 
a
l
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h
e
r
e
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h
t
t
p
s
:
/
/
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i
r
s
t
m
o
n
d
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r
g
/
o
j
s
/
i
nd
e
x
.
p
h
p
/
f
m
/
a
r
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c
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2
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h
i
c
h
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f
 
t
h
e
 
 
r
e
s
e
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r
c
h
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e
s
t
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s
 
u
n
d
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r
 
s
e
c
t
i
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4
 
w
ou
l
d
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c
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s
i
d
e
r
 
m
o
s
t
 
i
m
p
o
r
t
a
n
t
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w
h
y
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I
t
 
i
s
 
i
m
p
o
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a
n
t
 
t
o
 
n
o
t
e
 
t
h
a
t
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s
p
e
c
i
f
i
c
 
r
e
s
e
a
r
c
h
 
q
u
e
s
t
i
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s
 
h
a
v
e
 
 
b
e
e
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o
u
t
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n
e
d
 
f
o
r
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r
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n
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e
c
t
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n
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.
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e
c
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i
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e
c
i
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r
e
s
ea
r
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u
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s
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h
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n
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n
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r
c
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a
n
 
a
r
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o
f
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c
a
d
e
m
i
c
 
k
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w
l
e
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e
,
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s
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p
e
c
i
f
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c
 
p
h
r
a
s
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s
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n
d
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a
n
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u
a
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,
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e
s
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e
y
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p
e
c
i
f
i
c
 
m
e
a
n
i
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o
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s
e
 
r
e
a
d
i
n
g
 
t
h
e
m
.
 
 
"
R
e
s
e
a
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c
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c
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o
m
 
S
e
c
t
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4
.
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o
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p
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c
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i
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h
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n
n
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a
l
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e
s
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a
r
c
h
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o
g
r
a
m
m
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p
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r
 
t
o
 
p
ub
l
i
c
a
t
i
on
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o
rr
e
c
t
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r
r
o
r
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s
u
c
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a
s
 
t
h
e
s
e
.
N
on
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t
h
e
l
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ss
,
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a
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c
on
c
e
r
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e
l
a
t
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s
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o
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t
r
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C
 
a
nd
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h
e
 
a
b
s
e
n
c
e
 
o
f
 
a
n
y
 
r
e
s
ea
r
c
h
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r
o
j
e
c
t
 
t
h
a
t
 
s
p
e
c
i
f
i
c
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ll
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e
m
p
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a
u
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e
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h
e
t
h
e
r
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h
a
t
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t
e
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t
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n
t
e
r
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n
c
e
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t
h
e
 
e
l
e
c
t
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e
 
i
n
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e
 
o
f
 
t
h
i
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b
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A
s
 
I
 
ou
t
l
i
n
e
d
 
a
bo
v
e
,
 
t
h
e
 
m
e
t
h
o
d
o
l
o
g
y
 
f
o
r
 
c
ondu
c
t
i
ng
 
t
h
i
s
 
r
e
s
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r
c
h
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y
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b
l
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d
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a
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b
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h
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s
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r
c
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s
h
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l
d
 
b
e
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e
r
t
a
k
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n
 
a
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a
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a
t
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o
f
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r
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e
n
c
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I
d
ea
ll
y
,
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t
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o
u
l
d
 
a
l
s
o
 
e
x
a
m
i
n
e
 
a
n
y
 
p
u
b
li
c
l
y
 
a
v
a
i
l
a
b
l
e
 
i
n
f
o
r
m
a
t
i
on
 
(
t
h
r
ough
 
 
e
.
g
.
 
X
 
A
P
I
)
 
t
h
a
t
 
r
e
m
a
i
n
s
 
a
v
a
il
a
b
l
e
 
r
e
g
a
r
d
i
ng
 
p
r
e
v
i
ou
s
 
v
o
t
i
ng
 
e
v
e
n
t
s
 
i
n
 
I
r
e
l
a
n
d
.
 
W
i
t
h
 
r
e
g
a
r
d
 
t
o
 
t
h
i
s
,
 
i
t
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
n
o
t
e
d
 
 
t
h
a
t
 
X
 
i
s
 
d
e
p
r
e
c
a
t
i
n
g
 
a
s
p
e
c
t
s
 
o
f
 
i
t
s
 
A
P
I
 
a
nd
 
c
u
rr
e
n
t
 
 
r
e
s
e
a
r
c
h
 
p
r
o
g
r
a
m
m
e
s
 
s
h
o
u
l
d
 
no
t
 
t
a
k
e
 
f
o
r
 
g
r
a
n
t
e
d
 
t
h
a
t
 
t
h
e
 
k
i
nd
s
 
o
f
 
s
o
c
i
a
l
-
m
e
d
i
a
 
d
a
t
a
-
 
s
h
a
r
i
ng
 
p
o
l
i
c
i
e
s
 
t
h
a
t
 
a
r
e
 
 
b
e
n
e
v
o
l
e
n
t
 
a
n
d
 
 
s
o
c
i
a
l
-
j
u
s
t
i
c
e
 
m
i
n
d
e
d
 
w
i
ll
 
r
e
m
a
i
n
 
a
v
a
il
a
b
l
e
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
f
u
t
u
r
e
 
-
 
m
a
k
i
ng
 
c
u
r
r
e
n
t
 
 
r
e
s
e
a
r
c
h
 
p
r
i
o
r
i
t
i
e
s
 
d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t
 
upon
 
 
t
h
e
m
 
 
e
v
e
n
 
 
m
o
r
e
 
u
r
g
e
n
t
.
W
h
i
l
e
 
t
h
e
 
up
c
o
m
i
n
g
 
c
h
a
n
g
e
s
 
i
n
 
p
o
w
e
r
s
 
a
r
e
 
 
a
l
r
e
a
d
y
 
i
n
 
tr
a
i
n
,
 
t
h
e
r
e
 
 
i
s
 
no
 
r
ea
s
on
 
t
o
 
w
a
i
t
 
t
o
 
c
ondu
c
t
 
i
n
v
e
s
t
i
g
a
t
i
on
s
 
i
n
t
o
 
t
h
e
 
s
c
a
l
e
 
o
f
 
i
n
t
e
r
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
.
 
T
h
e
s
e
 
c
ou
l
d
 
b
e
 
i
n
i
t
i
a
t
e
d
 
no
w
.
 
I
n
v
e
s
t
i
g
a
t
i
on
s
 
t
o
 
d
e
t
e
c
t
,
 
m
ea
s
u
r
e
 
a
n
d
 
m
on
i
t
o
r
 
e
x
t
e
r
n
a
l
 
i
n
t
e
r
f
e
r
e
n
c
e
 
w
ou
l
d
 
b
e
 
p
r
i
o
r
i
t
i
s
e
d
 
o
v
e
r
 
a
ll
 
o
t
h
e
r
 
r
e
s
ea
r
c
h
.
 
T
h
e
y
 
w
i
l
l
 
t
a
k
e
 
 
m
on
t
h
s
 
t
o
 
i
n
i
t
i
a
t
e
 
a
nd
 
m
a
y
 
no
t
 
e
v
e
n
 
 
b
e
 
li
v
e
 
i
n
 
t
i
m
e
 
f
o
r
 
J
u
n
e
,
 
l
e
t
 
a
l
o
n
e
 
M
a
r
c
h
.
O
n
c
e
 
 
w
e
 
h
a
v
e
 
 
t
ho
s
e
 
s
y
s
t
e
m
s
,
 
w
i
t
h
 
t
h
e
i
r
 
r
e
g
u
l
a
r
 
r
e
p
o
r
t
i
n
g
,
 
i
n
 
p
l
a
c
e
,
 
w
e
 
s
ho
u
l
d
 
b
e
 
s
e
e
k
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)but it is very much necessary for us to be able to understand to what extent  we, as a nation, are  already under  influence/attack. For examples of relatively straight forward research,

























































Yes. My first concern relates to the seriousness of the research programme itself, and whether it will adhere to rigorous scientific principles and  academic-level scholarship. The introduction repeatedly uses words such as 'broad', 'inclusive', 'diversity of thought', and
'debate.' None  of these are  concerning in and of themselves, after all, there  is also reference to the aim 'to be informed by evidence', along with peer  review, transparency and  open publication.
However, there  is a highlighted quote  from a parapsychologist and writer: "The way to do research is to attack  the facts at the point of greatest astonishment", Celia Green. Parapsychology is generally defined as "the study of alleged psychic phenomena (extrasensory perception, telepathy, precognition, clairvoyance, psychokinesis (also called telekinesis), and psychometry) and other  paranormal claims, for example, those related to near-death experiences, synchronicity, apparitional experiences, etc." The reference is from wikipedia - an appropriate source, given that the subject is itself so nebulous and  ill-defined. Parapsychology is, by definition, not scientific, and  can never  be reconciled with a serious research programme. In this context,  I am concerned that the inclusion of such a reference could mean that there  is a wider issue with regard to the seriousness of the research programme being described.

Allowing for debate, inclusion, and  diversity does not mean that alternatives to serious, academic-quality scholarship and  scientific research can  be tolerated.

Secondly, democracy is in crisis internationally - not because it is not evolving but because it is actively under  attack.  For instance, see the recent warnings issued by the US State Department to Ireland about  alleged Russian targeting of upcoming elections, and the kinds of technological tools they may use:

1st January 2024:  https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/editorials/2024/01/01/the-irish-times- view-on-the-year-of-elections-ahead-constant-vigilance-will-be-required/
6th November 2023:  https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/politics/arid-41263588.html
6th November 2023:  https://www.irishtimes.com/ireland/2023/11/06/washington-warns-irish- government-of-potential-russian-election-interference/

It is my opinion that the seriousness of this threat  is not reflected in the draft programme. I would have  hoped to see that investigations to detect, measure and monitor external interference would be prioritised over all other research priorities. Once  we have  those systems, with their regular reporting, in place, we should be seeking to actively combat that interference - conducting research into the most effective ways of doing so.

	Name

	Aja Teehan

	Email

	

	Are you  replying as an Individual or representing an Organisation?

	I am responding as an Individual


image1.png




