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Travelling Community, people with disabilities and people from ethnic minorities. DCEDIY would emphasise the importance of involving these groups in any consultations regarding this research and  throughout the research process via collaborative research. Collaborative research is research in which the people who are  likely to be impacted by the research are directly involved in making decisions about, and  conducting, the research. It is crucial that these groups have  a say as to what research is being conducted and  how it is carried out, to
 (
1
)
make  the resulting actions more successful. Equally important is that their experiences be heard and  valued; research that is undertaken from the outside and not inclusive of the group in question only perpetuates the other-ing of the group,  diminishes their own experiences and  more often than not leads to inadequate policies and solutions. Research aimed at increasing inclusion is of the utmost importance, but is crucial that inclusion is not just the ends of the research, but also the means. The benefits of collaborative research include greater anticipation of potential issues, more authentic data  and  more  equitable and effective policy outcomes. For reference, we would direct An Coimisiún to DCEDIY’s recent webinar “Importance of Inclusive Research - Strengthening the citizen's voice in policy making,” which included a presentation from the National Disability Authority. This webinar and  the corresponding presentations can  be accessed at: https://www.gov.ie/en/news/f11f2- the-importance-of-inclusive-research-strengthening-the-citizens-voice-in-policy-making/.

This idea of collaborative research is equally applicable for the research focussing on the barriers to participation for young people, women,  and other underrepresented groups. In terms of the inclusion of young people in the political and  electoral system, we would like to
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r
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l
i
k
e
l
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b
e
 
r
e
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t
e
r
e
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t
o
 
v
o
t
e
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h
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n
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ou
n
g
 
p
e
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l
e
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ho
s
e
 
p
a
r
e
n
t
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h
a
d
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o
w
e
r
 
s
e
c
ond
-
l
e
v
e
l
 
e
d
u
c
a
t
i
on
 
o
r
 
b
e
l
o
w
;
 
w
h
il
e
 
y
ou
n
g
 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 
w
i
t
h
 
a
 
f
a
m
il
y
 
i
n
c
o
m
e
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
h
i
g
h
e
s
t
 
i
n
c
o
m
e
 
q
u
i
n
t
il
e
 
w
e
r
e
 
 
14
%
 
m
o
r
e
 
l
i
k
e
l
y
 
t
o
 
b
e
 
r
e
g
i
s
t
e
r
e
d
 
t
o
 
v
o
t
e
 
t
h
a
n
 
y
ou
n
g
 
p
e
o
p
l
e
 
w
i
t
h
 
a
 
f
a
m
il
y
 
i
n
c
o
m
e
 
i
n
 
t
h
e
 
l
o
w
e
s
t
 
i
n
c
o
m
e
 
qu
i
n
t
i
l
e
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e
ss
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h
e
s
e
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n
e
q
u
a
l
i
t
i
e
s
 
d
u
r
i
ng
 
r
e
s
e
a
r
c
h
 
t
o
 
und
e
r
s
t
a
nd
 
w
h
y
 
t
h
e
y
 
a
r
e
 
 
o
cc
u
rr
i
ng
 
a
n
d
 
i
n
f
o
r
m
)policies to reduce the disparity across social groups.


4. Are there any  other comments or observations that you  wish to make regarding An
Coimisiún’s research programme?

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth wishes to ensure that
An Coimisiún is considering research regarding voting rights and registration processes
among people in international protection and beneficiaries of temporary protection (BOTP), as Ireland has seen a substantial increase in the number of people arriving under International Protection and  serving as beneficiaries of temporary protection.

The Department’s Research and Evaluation team  can be contacted at research@equality.gov.ie for any further information.
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