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1. An Brollach

Ba iad an da reifreann i mi an Mharta 2024 na chéad imeachtai toghchain 6 bunaiodh an
Coimisiun Toghchdin i mi Feabhra 2023. Rinneamar cinneadh go ndéanfai &r gcumhacht
reachtuil a fheidhmid chun tuarascail a ullmhu agus a fhoilsiu ar riarachan na reifreann, agus
cuireadh é sin in idl don Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta agus do na cinn
chomhairimh a ceapadh le haghaidh na reifreann sin.

Toradh ar mbreathndireachtai i an tuarascail seo agus ullmhaiodh i 6 anailis ar shonrai a
bhailigh comhaltai an Choimisiuin agus ar bhfoireann ag stdisidin votala ar fud na tire.

Is i an tuarascail seo an chéad tuarascail da leithéid, agus thainig téamai éagsula chun solais.
Cuirimid roinnt imni in idl faoi inrochtaineacht roinnt de na staisitin voétala go hairithe agus
minimid an chuis a measaimid go dteastaionn feabhsuchain ma ta daoine faoi mhichumas
lena gceart bunreachttil vétala a chomhlionadh ina iomldine, gan bhac gan chonstaic. Aitimid
anseo nar thugamar faoin gcinedl breathndireachta a dhéanfadh innealtdir nd duine eile le
saineolas mar sin, gur mar ghnathdhaoine a thugamar faoi, agus € san aireamh i gcénai gur
cheart an vétail a éascu gach bealach is féidir ma ta fior-rannphairtiocht dhaonlathach le baint
amach.

Tuarascail chuimsitheach i seo, agus an chéad tuarascadil da leithéid a rinneadh in Eirinn
riamh. Feicfidh an Iéitheoir go bhfuil na nétai trachta agus trachtaireacht dearfach trid is trid
agus gur abhar misnigh iad, cé nach raibh aon drogall orainn aird a tharraingt ar easnamh, a
mbeadh réiteach éasca ar chuid mhor diobh de réir dealraimh.

Ba é taithi &r bhfoirne breathndireachta go raibh na staisiuin vétala a reachtdil go maith
go hiondudil, ach is suntasai gur fhag an timpeallacht a cruthaiodh go raibh an fhoireann
toghchain dearfach, spreagtha agus diograiseach. Ni haon aibhéil a ra go raibh an
mothuchan go raibh rud €igin tabhachtach ar bun le brath go l3idir in go leor stdisiun.

Thug gach duine dinn suntas don chdnamh a thug na hoifigigh cheannais agus a bhfoirne do
gach vétalai. Chonaiceamar gur tugadh faoi chomhlionadh an chirt vétdla mar 6caid phobail.
Bhuaileamar le hoifigeach ceannais amhain ag a bhfuil leathchéad bliain taithi a bhi ag obair
le mac Iéinn 6g ndr oibrigh i stdisitin vétdla ach uair amhain roimhe sin.

Neamh-inrochtana

Ta seachadadh an eolais, na taithi agus spiorad agus dhiocas an phobail tdbhachtach agus
cothaionn sé tacaiocht don chéras toghchain agus muinin as. Chonaiceamar roinnt oifigeach
ag tabhairt cuinamh daéibh siud a raibh dushlain le sard acu chun véta a chaitheamh, agus
rinne siad faoi chroi mor maith é. Is mor ag an toghlacht an tseirbhis seo don daonlathas a
dhéanann an fhoireann toghchain agus tapaionn an Coimisiun an deis seo chun machnamh
a dhéanamh ar an dearcadh sin, agus a ra go bhfuil an-tdbhacht ag baint leis an tseirbhis
seo chun an préiseas daonlathach a chothd in Eirinn.

Is mian liom buiochas a ghlacadh go pearsanta leis na foirne ar fad a bhi pairteach sa
tionscadal seo, a thaistil i roinnt cdsanna chuig ceantair i bhfad i gcéin agus a chaith am ag

breathnu agus i mbun anailise ar na sonrai ina dhiaidh sin.

Ta suil againn go mbeidh an tuarascail seo ar an gcéad cheann de go leor tuarascalacha da
leithéid, agus molaim don |éitheoir I.

pp-

An Breitheamh Uasal Marie Baker
Cathaoirleach an Choimisidin Toghchain



2. An Réamhra

Is comhlacht reachtuil neamhspleach é
an Coimisiun Toghchdin a bunaiodh an 9
Feabhra 2023 ag a bhfuil freagracht as
raon leathan d’fheidhmeanna toghchain
a leagtar amach san Acht um Athchdiriu
Toghchdin, 2022.

| mi Eanair 2024, rinne an Coimisiun
cinneadh go ndéanfadh sé a chumhacht
reachtuil a fheidhmiu chun tuarascail a
ullmhu agus a fhoilsiu ar riarachan reifrinn
mhi an Mharta 2024, agus cuireadh € sin in
itil don Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil agus
Oidhreachta agus do na cinn chomhairimh
a ceapadh le haghaidh na reifreann sin.

Duirt an Coimisiun leis an Roinn gur
cuireadh oilidint i mbreathndireacht
toghchain ar a fhoireann agus a chomhaltai,
agus gur tuigeadh nach bhféadfadh

3. Ar Rl
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“Ceacht tabhachtach
le foghlaim faoin
measunu i ndiaidh
toghchdin is ea gur
cheart go mbeadh sé
ina thosaiocht on tus
ar fad sa phroiseas

toghchdin.”

ACE — An Lionra Eolais
Toghchain ) )

breathnadiri orduithe a thabhairt d’oifigigh
toghchain na vaétalaithe, paipéir bhalldide a
ldimhsid, na cuir isteach bealach ar bith ar
an bprodiseas votala.

Toradh an chéad athbhreithnithe sin

is ea an tuarascail seo. Chun criche an
athbhreithnithe, thug 32 ball foirne agus
comhalta den Choimisiun, a chruthaigh
16 fhoireann beirte, cuairt ar 98 staisiun
votala thar gach ceann de na 26 contae
ar 1a na votala. Anuas air sin, d’fhreastail
ochtar comhaltai agus ball foirne den
Choimisiun ar chuig ionad comhairimh ar
an 9 Marta 2024 i gcontaetha Bhaile Atha
Cliath, Chorcai agus Laoise chun breathnu
ar oscailt na mboscai balldide agus chun
feidhmid mar fhinnéithe ar ndsanna
imeachta breithnithe agus dearbhaithe

i dtaobh balldidi millte agus torthaf
combhairimh.

Cé nach bhfuil aon rdl direach aige in
eagru nd i riarachan na n-imeachtai
toghchain féin, ta ullmhud agus foilsiu
Athbhreithnithe i ndiaidh Imeacht
Toghchain ar cheann d’fheidhmeanna
tuairiscithe toghchain an Choimisidin.

Is athbhreithnid ar riarachdn imeachta
toghchain a dhéantar tar éis an imeachta

sin é an tAthbhreithniu i ndiaidh Imeacht
Toghchain (“PEER”).

Ceadaitear leis an Acht um Athchairid
Toghchdin, 2022 (Cuid 2, Caibidil 9, alt
68(1)) don Choimisiun, i ndiaidh gach
imeachta toghchdin, agus ar cibé ddigh
a chinnfidh an Coimisiun féin, tuarascail
ar riarachan an imeachta toghchain sin a
ullmhu agus a fhoilsiu.

De réir alt 68(2) d’Acht 2022, ma

ullmhaionn an Coimisiun a leithéid de
thuarascail, ta si le foilsiu agus le leagan
faoi bhraid Thithe an Oireachtais trath nach
déanai nd sé mhii ndiaidh an imeachta
toghchain lena mbaineann, agus ta cdip le
tabhairt don Aire dbhartha.

Sonraitear in alt 68(3) d’Acht 2022 gur
cheart tuairisc a aireamh go sonrach

in PEER ar an gcunamh a thug oifigigh
cheannais agus cinn chomhairimh do
thoghthairi, toghthairi faoi mhichumas ag
imeachtai toghchain go hairithe, foirgnimh
a roghnu le haghaidh staisidin vétala ata
inrochtana d’usdideoiri cathaoireacha
rothai agus fogra poibli a eisidint faoi aon
stdisiuin votala nach bhfuil inrochtana
roimh imeacht toghchdin. Ta an riachtanas
votail a dhéanamh inrochtana do na
toghthdiri ar fad ina ghné thar a bheith
tabhachtach a dtugtar aghaidh air sa
tuarascail seo.

Leasaigh an tAcht um Athchoiriu
Toghchdin, 2022 an tAcht Toghchdin, 1992
chun an téarma “michumas” a chur in ait
an téarma “michumas coirp” i ngach alt
dbhartha d’Acht 1992. Rinneadh leasuithe
freisin ar na fordlacha reachtacha faoi
phostvotail agus an liosta votalaithe
speisialta chun freastal ar an sainmhiniu
nios leithne sin de mhichumas, a raibh an

tionchar praiticiuil aige gur leathnaiodh
an bonn toghthdiri a gcaithfear freastal
ar a riachtanais shonracha agus seirbhisi
sonracha a thabhairt ddibh trath toghchain.
Léirionn na hathchdirithe reachtacha a
tugadh isteach na staitistici michumais

6 Dhaonaireamh 2022 a léirigh, i gcas
os cionn leath den 1,109,557 duine

san iomlan a duirt go raibh riocht né
deacracht fhadtéarmach amhain ar

a laghad orthu, gur thuairiscigh siad
riochtai neamhfhisicidla ar nés michumas
intleachta, riocht siceolaiochta né fadhb
mheabhairshldinte.

Aithnionn an Coimisiun nach mbionn

cisti tiomanta chun tacu le haon obair
athchairithe ag na cinn chomhairimh a
bhionn freagrach as staisiuin vétala a
roghnu. Chuir cinn chomhairimh in idl don
Choimisiun go bhfuil siad ag obair fos

leis na hudarais clardchain aitidla chun
inrochtaineacht a fheabhsu. Sonraitear go
bhféadfaidh daoine ar décha go mbeadh
tionchar ag deacracht rochtana ina staisiun
votdla ainmnithe orthu iarratas a dhéanamh
ar a vota a aistrid chuig staisiun nios
inrochtana, cé nach réiteach inmholta é

sin agus go gcaithfear caitheamh leis mar
réiteach sealadach agus gearrthéarmach ar
a mhéad.



4. Breathnoireacht

Toghchain

Cleachtas forleathan i an bhreathndireacht
toghchain ina bhfreastalaionn breathnairi

idirndisiunta no intire ar staisidin votala lena
mbreathnu, trath a ndéanann siad measunu

ar na dalai atd i bhfeidhm i réigiuin nd i dtir
ina bhfuil toghchan ar bun. Is € cuspair

na breathndireachta imeachtai toghchain
ata idir fhior agus daonlathach a chothu,

a dtrédhearcacht agus a gcreidiunacht a
fheabhsu, agus cur le cur chun cinn agus
cosaint na gceart sibhialta agus polaitiuil
tri chéile. Is é sprioc na breathndireachta
toghchadin sldine an phrdisis toghchain a
fheabhsu.

Ta eagraiochtai ar nds na hOifige um
Institividi Daonlathacha agus um Chearta
an Duine (ODIHR), institivid ata lonnaithe
laistigh den Eagraiocht um Shlandail
agus Comhar san Eoraip (ESCE), chomh
maith le tionscadal an Aontais Eorpaigh
um Breathnaddireacht Toghchdin agus
Tacaiocht don Daonlathas (EODS) tar éis
teimpléid chaighdednacha a fhorbairt le

haghaidh monatdireacht toghchain.
Molann ESCE gur gniomhaiocht dirithe ar
phrdisis a bheadh sa bhreathndireacht ina
gcuimseofai ceithre phriomhghné:’

Bailiu Faisnéise.
Anailis Faisnéise.
Baint Tatal.
Ceapadh Moltal.

»>wp e

Cé nach raibh PEER ar na reifrinn a
reachtdladh ar an 8 Marta 2024 (PEER
Mharta 2024) chomh mor nd chomh

casta agus a bheadh misean idirnaisiunta
breathndireachta toghchain, ghlac PEER
Mharta 2024 le prionsabail choslula

don bhreathndireacht toghchain. Toisc

go bhfuil samhlacha measunaithe ar
mhonatdireacht toghchain ODIHR agus
EODS ailinithe leis an Dearbhu Prionsabal
maidir le Breathndireacht Idirndisiunta
Toghchdn?, ghlac foirne breathndireachta
PEER le cur chuige na misean idirndisitunta
breathndireachta toghchain agus bhain
siad leas as prionsabail agus cleachtais
€éagsula mar seo a leanas:

Gan cur isteach ar ghnathobair an
phrdisis toghchain — oibrit ar bhealach
neamhthoirtéiseach.

Breathnu ar an gcaoi a dtéitear i ngleic
le mirialtachtai agus aighnis.

Gan treoracha na comhairle a
thabhairt. Ma iarrtar cinamh, a mhiniu
go curamach go bhfuil comhaltai an
Choimisiuin ag freastal chun criche
breathndireachta amhain.

Gan teagmhail d’aon abhar toghchain
ar nés an bhosca balldide, Chlar na
dToghthairi, pdipéar balldide, foirm
cuntais paipéar balldide.

Moltar in Election Monitoring Handbook?®

le ESCE gur féidir le tuairisc ar
bhreathndireacht toghchdin réimsi
feabhsuchain a shainaithint agus moltai
nithidla a cheapadh faoin gcaoi a bhféadfai
proiseas toghchain a fheabhsu. Léiritear

an cur chuige sin i gcuspaéiri PEERanna a
leagtar amach i nDréachtchlar Taighde an
Choimisitin®:

¢

“Le hAthbhreithnithe
lar-Thoghchdin beidh

ACT dabalta aon reimsi le
haghaidh feabhsuchdin
maidir le stiuradh imeachtar
votaiochta, go hdirithe maidir
le hinrochtaineacht agus
maidir le rannphdirtiocht a
threisiu [a shainaithint].”

o9




5. Riarachan Toghchan

Sula minitear an prdiseas a d’usdid an
Coimisiun don athbhreithniu seo, cabhroidh
sé€ an chaoi a riartar an proiseas toghchain
in Eirinn a mhinhid go hachomair.

Bionn cinn chomhairimh a cheaptar de réir
dli agus a bhfoireann toghchain freagrach
as riarachan na n-imeachtai toghchain.

T4 an Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitidil

agus Oidhreachta freagrach as dli agus
beartas toghchain, cdraimi oibriochta a
bhaineann le toghchdin agus reifrinn a rith,
solathar faisnéise agus comhairle do chinn
chomhairimh, udarais claruchain agus

an pobal agus ullmhacht a chinntid chun
toghchdin agus reifrinn a redchtail.®

T4 i bhfad nios mé i gceist leis na
priomhchuraimi agus freagrachtai a
bhaineann le riarachan na n-imeachtai
toghchain na an vaétail ar 1a an imeachta
toghchain féin, agus airitear leo dualgais
riarachain a dhéanann cinn chomhairimh
agus foireann toghchain sna toghcheantair
€agsula roimh imeacht toghchadin, lena linn
agus ina dhiaidh, ar nds:

10

. fograi a fhoilsiu faoi shuiomhanna na
stdisiun votala;

. fograi a fhoilsiu faoi na staisiuin
votdla sin a mheastar a bheith
neamh-inrochtana do thoghthairi faoi
mhichumas;

« Udaruithe a eisiuint d’fhoireann ndé do
thoghthdiri faoi mhichumas fisiciuil chun
votail ag staisiuin votala eile;

« Vvotal poist a eisidint;

« votal poist a oscailt;

« VOtail speisialta a stiuradh;

« paipéir bhalldide a scaradh;

« pdipéir bhalldide a dheimhniu;

« paipéir bhalldide a chomhaireamh;

« pdaipéir bhalldide mhillte a bhreithniu;

« coimead sabhailte paipéar balldide a
chinntiu;

« socruithe iompair sldna a chinntid le
haghaidh paipéir bhalldide;

« na staisilin votala ar fad a roghnu agus
a fheistiu;

- oifigigh toghchain a cheapadh: cinn
chombhairimh, oifigigh cheannais
mhaoirseachta, oifigigh cheannais agus
cléirigh votaiochta.

Chloigh an t-athbhreithniu a rinneamar

leis na feidhmeanna sin agus
chonaiceamar féin an obair dhiograiseach
neamhchasaoideach a rinne na hoifigigh
cheannais agus a bhfoireann i rith an lae
fhada votala ar an 8 Marta 2024. T4 muintir
na hEireann buioch den diograis agus

den bharr feabhais sin a thacaionn leis an
daonlathas.

6. Seicliosta PEER

Measadh go mbeadh sé cui go mbeadh
cuairteanna chun breathnu ar an bprdiseas
votala mar chuid de bhreathndireacht an
Choimisiuin, agus go n-usaidfi caipéis
teimpléid chun breathndireachtai agus
notai trachta a thaifeadadh. Tharraing

an teimpléad sin ar na teimpléid
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chaighdeanacha le haghaidh measunu
breathndireachta toghchain agus ar
bhreithmheas dirithe ar chumas. D’Usaid
comhaltai agus foireann an Choimisiuin
Seicliosta PEER i rith a gcuairteanna ar
stdisiuin votala ar an 8 Marta 2024.

1
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Bhain PEER Mharta 2024 le sonrai priomha
a bhailit ag an bhfoinse tri Sheicliosta
PEER a chruthu, a ceapadh chun na réimsi
ar fad ar theastaigh 6 PEER Mharta 2024 a
scrddu a ghabhail, ar nds inrochtaineacht
stdisiuin vétala, infhaighteacht na
bpriomhdbhar agus cinamh leis an vétail.
Bhi sé i gceist le Seicliosta PEER go
n-eascrodh breathndireachtai as na sonraf
a bhaileofai agus go n-aithneofai aon
fhadhbanna né easnamh i dtaobh stdisitin
votdla, nésanna imeachta agus dalai
votdla. Baineadh Usdid freisin in PEER
Mharta 2024 as sonrai tdnaisteacha a
tédgadh ¢ staitistici Daondireamh 2022 d6n
bPriomh-Qifig Staidrimh (CSO).

Ar an 8 Marta 2024:

- Eisiodh an Seicliosta PEER deiridh do
na 16 fhoireann breathnadireachta PEER,
a raibh beirt ar gach aon cheann agus a
sannadh ansin do stdisitin vdtala dirithe
le cuairt a thabhairt orthu.

« Thdg an bhreathndireacht thart ar 30
néiméad ag gach stdisiun voétala.

« Chomhlanaigh an fhoireann
breathndireachta PEER a bhi ag freastal
ar an staisiun voétala foirm amhain den
Seicliosta PEER le haghaidh gach
stdisiuin.

- Seoladh na Seicliostai PEER
comhldnaithe ar ais chuig an
gCoimisiun chun na sonrai a
chomhthiomsu agus a anailisid.

Rinneadh an fhaisnéis ar fad a bhailigh
an Coimisiun 6 na Seicliostai PEER i rith
na gcuairteanna ar stdisiudin vétala ar 18
na voétala a chur le chéile go larnach agus
rinneadh na sonrai a anailisid. Cuirtear na
tatail agus na moltai én anailis sin i lathair
sa tuarascail PEER seo:

D’fhéadfadh gur fhdg an chaoi

ar braitheadh ar thaighde ar na
breathndireachtai a rinne 16 fhoireann
breathndireachta PEER dhifridla ag
stdisiuin voétdla go bhfuil na sonrai a
bailiodh saghas suibiachtuil. Ach toisc go
raibh beirt bhall foirne ar gach foireann
breathndireachta PEER, cabhraiodh le
leibhéal dirithe oibiachttlachta agus
cruinneas feabhsaithe a chinntiu.




7. Stais

Ve

iun Votala —

Critéir Roghnuchain

Chun na stdisidin votala® a dtabharfai cuairt
orthu a roghnu, baineadh leas as critéir

éagsula.

Léiritear i bhfigidiri Dhaondireamh 2022

a eisiodh faoi mhichumas’, go nduirt 22%
den daonra (1,109,557 duine) go raibh
riocht né michumas fadtéarmach amhain
ar a laghad orthu®. Léiritear i miondealu
breise ar fhigidiri 2022 nuair a fiafraiodh an
raibh riocht fadtéarmach ag gabhail doibh
gur thuairiscigh 407,342 (8% den daonra)
go raibh riocht fadtéarmach amhain ar a
laghad orthu “go mor”, agus d’fhreagair
702,215 (14% den daonra) eile “Tad, roinnt”.

Daoine Cineal Michumais

259,050 Deacracht le foghlaim, cuimhneamh né comhdhiriu

109,288 Michumas intleachta

269,789 Riocht siceolaioch né mothuchdnach né deacracht meabhairshidinte
233,420 Bodhaire nd lagu éisteachta

296,601 Daille n6 lagu amhairc

440,090 Deacracht le pian, analu n6 aon tinneas no riocht ainsealach eile
349,155 Deacracht le bunghniomhaiochtai fisiceacha

16

Luaigh an Coimisiun go l€irionn staitistici
Dhaonadireamh 2022 an ga lena chinntiu
go bhfreastalaitear ar an gcohdrt véotala
mOor sin agus go gcabhraitear lena
rannphairteachas sa phroiseas polaitiuil,
agus go dteastaionn feabhsuithe ar
inrochtaineacht.

Tri leas a bhaint as taca sonrai
Dhaondireamh 2022° i leith an mhichumais,
shainaithin an Coimisiun na 15 Thoghroinn
ar fud an 26 contae ina raibh an daonra
comhréireach is mé de dhaoine a duirt
michumas no riocht sldinte, chomh maith
leis na 15 Thoghroinn ina raibh an daonra
comhréireach is mé de dhaoine a duirt

gur curamairi gan pha iad do dhaoine faoi
mhichumas.

Roghnaiodh Toghranna mar an t-aonad
tireolaioch is oiriinai don mhianaddireacht
sonrai chun beaichte an phradisis
roghnuchain a uasmhéadu. Ni thabharfadh
aonaid thireolaiocha nios mé na leibhéil
chéanna beaichte, agus d’fhéadfadh
staitistici 6 aonaid thireolaiocha nios Iu
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a bheith as riocht go moér mar gheall ar a
ndaonrai isle agus neamhréireachtar aitiula.

Ach nior foilsiodh tacair sonrai uile
Dhaonadireamh 2022 le haghaidh
Toghranna ar leith. Anuas air sin, féadfaidh
daonrai na dToghranna a bheith an-difriil,
rud a chruthddh an baol go ndéanfai an
iomarca ionadaiochta ar thoghranna nios
IU sna staisiuin votdla a roghnaiodh don
suirbhé.

De bhun na bhfordlacha reachtacha i
dtaobh PEERanna, mheas an Coimisiun gur
cheart don bhreathndireacht agus anailis
béim a chur ar inrochtaineacht, chomh
maith le roinnt critéir eile maidir le lion

na votalaithe. Da réir sin chuir roghnu na
staisiun vétdla do na cuairteanna na critéir
seo a leanas san direamh:

1. staisiuin vétala a sainaithniodh
roimhe seo mar neamh-inrochtana do
dhaoine faoi mhichumas (sonrai 6n
Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil agus
Oidhreachta);

2. Toghranna ina raibh na céatadain is
airde de dhaoine faoi mhichumas mar a
sainaithniodh i nDaondireamh 2022;

3. Toghranna ina raibh na céatadain is
airde de chudramairi mar a sainaithniodh
i nDaondireamh 2022;

4. staisiuin votala i dToghranna i mBaile
Atha Cliath ina raibh lion na vétélaithe
iseal;

5. stdisilin voétala i larionaid uirbeacha
mhora eile;

6. staisidin vétala i réimse limistéar
tireolaiocha eile.

[Féach Aguisin 3: Staisiuin Votdla PEER]
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8. Bealai PEER

Léarscail de staisiuin votala a chatagoirigh
cinn chomhairimh mar neamh-inrochtana in

An Mas SN Chill Chainnigh
)

Léarscail de cheantair ina raibh an lion is
mo cdramairi gan pha a sainaithniodh i

imeachtai toghchdin roimhe seo.

Eochair

Neamh-inrochtana
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Colldn SN Chnoc Ui Dhed °
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[ ] ° Tré Mhér Teampall Chriost .
Dun Urlann SN Bhaile an Fheirtéaraigh i ichii Ath an Bhrinaigh Halla Paréiste os Bearrcon
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@ Baile Artuir Halla Cathrach Bhaile Mhistéala

@ Cill Gharbhain SN Chill Gharbhéin Baile Ui Uallachdin SN an Bhéthair Bhui
)

@ Cathair Dénall SN Chathair Dénall

)
Léarscail de cheantair ina raibh an Léarscail de na bealai deiridh
lion is mo daoine a duirt go raibh PEER iomlana. e
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michumas orthu a sainaithniodh i @ Cortnoc I Caortre - ® @ o
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9. Ceist Larnach na hinrochtaineachta

T4 rochtain éifeachtach agus éasca

ar staisiuin vétala ina priomhghné de
votail chomhchoiteann, agus da bhri sin
ceapadh ar n-athbhreithniu ar staisidin
voétdla chun measunu a dhéanamh ar,
inter alia, inrochtaineacht na staisiun
votala roghnaithe don PEER seo. Bhi sé
d’aidhm leis an athbhreithniu ar staisidin
vétdla i mian Mharta 2024 dea-chleachtas
breathndireachta toghchain a chuimsiu

i dteannta béim ar athbhreithniu ar
inrochtaineacht. Taimid ar an eolas freisin
faoi alt 68(3) d’Acht 2022 ina n-€ilitear go

“Taimid tar éis e€iri an-eolach

ar an gcaoi a bhfuil uiliocht
rochtain na ndaoine ar votdil agus
rannphdirteachas daonlathach
breac le constaici — cuid diobh
fisiciuil, ag baint le rochtain
foirgnimh; cuid eile ag baint lendr
bproisis cldruchdin toghchdin;
agus cuid eile aris ag baint leis an
votail fein. Ta dearbhu follasach
ag daoine faoi mhichumas i leith
rannphdirteachas comhionann

sa saol polaitidil agus poibli faoi
Airteagal 29 de Choinbhinsiun

na Naisiun Aontaithe ar Chearta
Daoine faoi Mhichumas (UNCRPD),
ach ni mar sin a bhionn cudrsai i

n-aireofai i dtuairisc sonrai ar an gcunamh
a thug oifigigh cheannais agus cinn
chomhairimh do thoghthdiri, toghthairi faoi
mhichumas go hairithe.

Ag labhairt dé don Chomhchoiste um Nithe
a bhaineann le Michumas Dé Céadaoin,

25 Deireadh Fémhair 2023, luaigh Art
O’Leary, Priomhfheidhmeannach an
Choimisiuin Toghchain, an tdbhacht a
bhaineann le constaici ar rannphairteachas
in imeachtai toghchain a bhaint.

ndairire go minic nuair a theastaionn

uathu an ceart sin a éileamh.”

Deirtear in Airteagal 29 de Choinbhinsiun
na Ndisidin Aontaithe ar Chearta Daoine
faoi Mhichumas go gcaithfear an deis
agus an ceart chun vétala a dhearbhu do
dhaoine faoi mhichumas ar comhchéim
le daoine eile, ag cinntit go bhfuil na
ndésanna imeachta, saordidi agus dbhair
vétdla oiriinach, inrochtana agus éasca
le tuiscint agus le husaid, agus go
gcosnaitear ceart daoine faoi mhichumas
votail faoi rdn.

Chun riachtanais na dtoghthdiri ar

Ia na vétala a thuiscint, chuaigh an
Coimisiun i gcomhairle leis an Seicliosta
Inrochtaineachta (féach ar Aguisin 1) a
d’eisigh an Mheitheal um Vaétail Daoine
faoi Mhichumas (faoi chathaoirleacht na
Roinne Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitidil agus
Oidhreachta agus ar ball de an tUdaré&s
Naisiunta Michumais, udar bunaidh an
tseicliosta) in 2018. Cuireadh an Seicliosta
Inrochtaineachta in Memorandum for the
Guidance of Returning Officers General
Election 2020 den chéad uair, agus eisiodh
€ mar aguisin in Memorandum for the
Guidance of Returning Officers le haghaidh
na reifreann i mi an Mharta 2024.

Cumhdaitear sa Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta
inrochtaineacht vétala ag staisidin votala,
ina measc treochomharthaiocht chuig
stdisiuin voétala, saordidi pairceala agus
baint bacainni lasmuigh agus laistigh den
bhealach isteach chuig staisidin voétala.

Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta — Réimsi

Measunaithe Samplacha

- An bhfuil treochomharthaiocht chuig an
stdisiun vétala feadh na mbealai chuige
ar fad agus ag an mbealach isteach?

« An bhfuil paircedil inrochtana ainmnithe
ar fail do dhaoine faoi mhichumas
gar do phriomhbhealach isteach an
stdisiuin voétdla do choisithe agus an
bhfuil sé marcailte go soiléir?

- An bhfuil déthain spds casta istigh go
bhféadfadh usaideoir cathaoireach
rothai bogadh go héasca én mbealach
isteach chuig an seomra vétala agus
a bpdipéar balldide a fhail, a vota a
chaitheamh agus an véta a chur sa
bhosca balldide?
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Bunaiodh go leor de na ceisteanna ar
Sheicliosta PEER ar Fhoirm Tuairiscithe

ar Bhreathndireacht Vétala™ ESCE, agus
rinneadh tagairt freisin do Instructions and
checklist for polling station inspectors'™

6 Choimisiun Toghchain na Riochta
Aontaithe. Anuas air sin, chuathas i
gcomhairle le hiar-cheann comhairimh

i dtoghchdin Eireannacha mar chuid de
phrdéiseas forbartha Sheicliosta PEER chun
dearcadh ceann comhairimh a Iéiriu.

D’fhéachamar freisin ar roinnt dbhair
idirndisiunta chun cabhrd lenar seicliosta
PEER a ullmhu, agus déantar cur sios gairid
orthu sidd anseo.

An Riocht Aontaithe

Chuir Coimisiun Toghchdin na Riochta
Aontaithe Checklist for Polling Station
Inspectors® i dtoll a chéile, chomh maith le
Polling Place Review Project Plan Checklist
agus Guide to Assessing Polling Place
Suitability™

Go suntasach, cuimsitear sa nés imeachta
athbhreithnithe le haghaidh udarais itiula
ceanglas go rachfai i gcomhairle le ceann
comhairimh (Gniomhach) Pharlaimint

na Riochta Aontaithe le haghaidh gach
toghcheantair ina limistéar, go dtabharfai
fogra poibli faoi aon athbhreithnithe

ata ar bun ag na hudarais aitidla, go
n-iarrfai dearcthai na gconaitheoiri ar

fad, conaitheoiri faoi mhichumas go
hairithe, agus go ndéanfadh aon duine nd
comhlacht ag a bhfuil saineolas i rochtain
le haghaidh daoine faoi aon chineal
michumais aighneacht no tuairim a chur
isteach faoi thograi an udarais.

An Eastdin

Tagraitear i dtuarascail an Choimisidin
Eorpaigh Treoir maidir le dea-chleachtais
thoghchdnach i mBallstdit lena dtugtar
aghaidh ar rannphdirtiocht saordnach faoi
mhichumas sa phroiseas toghchdnach™
don Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta a leanas a
usdidtear san Eastadin.
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Na critéir ar a ndearnadh measunu
lompar poibli agus pairceail

Is féidir an foirgneamh ina bhfuil an staisiun voétala suite a rochtain le hiompar poibli

Ta spdsanna paircedla ag an bhfoirgneamh le haghaidh feithicli daocine faoi
mhichumas

Rochtain saor 6 chonstaici ann on limistéar paircedla chuig an bpriomhbhealach
isteach go dti an foirgneamh

Rian rochtana agus iontrdil san fhoirgneamh

Ta comharthaiocht ag gabhail leis an rian go dti an foirgneamh agus leis an
bpriomhbhealach isteach

T4 an iontrdil chuig an bhfoirgneamh inrochtana le rampa

T4 Iamhraillil ag an rampa chomh maith le dromchla frithshleamhnanach cothrom

Ta an rampa ar leithead leordhdéthanach (1.1 m ar a laghad)

Is féidir le husdideoiri cathaoireacha rothai tairseach dorais an fhoirgnimh a thrasnu
go neamhspleach

Ta an doras amuigh inoscailte go huathoibrioch n¢ is féidir € a oscailt go héasca

T4 an doras amuigh inoscailte go huathoibrioch nd is féidir é a oscailt go héasca

Rian rochtana go dti an ait votala san fhoirgneamh

Ta an ait votala ar an urldr céanna leis an bpriomhbhealach isteach go dti an
foirgneamh

Ta an ait votadla (mura bhfuil si ar an urlar céanna leis an bpriomhbhealach isteach)
inrochtana le hardaitheoir né rampa

Ta an rian 6n bpriomhbhealach isteach go dti an it vétala ar leithead leordhdthanach

(1.5 m ar a laghad)

T4 an rian rochtana go dti an ait votala saor 6 chonstaici, lena n-airitear tairseacha
dorais, a chuireann bac ar rochtain cathaoireacha rothai

Ta na doirse istigh inoscailte go huathoibrioch nd is féidir iad a oscailt go héasca

Ta comharthaiocht ag gabhail leis an rian go dti an staisiun vétala

Ta soilsiu leordhéthanach in ditreabh inmheanach an fhoirgnimh

Gluaiseacht sa staisiun vétala

Ta spas leordhdthanach ann chun cathaoireacha rothai agus diseanna
soghluaisteachta eile a aistrid sa stdisiun vétala

Ta suiochdin sa staisiun votala le haghaidh vétalaithe ar ga ddibh a scith a ligean

Ta soilsiu leordhéthanach sa staisiun voétala

San Eastaoin, is i Oifig an tSeansailéara
Ceartais comhlacht monatdireachta
Choinbhinsiun na Naisiun Aontaithe ar
Chearta Daoine faoi Mhichumas (UNCRPD)
agus déanann si measunu tréimhsidil

ar inrochtaineacht staisiun votala agus
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tarraingionn aird na n-udaras ar aon
easnamh. Luaitear i dtuarascail ODIHR ¢
2023 ionadaithe Oifig an tSeansailéara
Ceartais a thuairiscigh go raibh 80% de
na staisilin vétala inrochtana i dtoghchain
pharlaiminteacha na hEastdine in 2019.

An Astrail

Baineann Coimisiun Toghchdin na hAstraile
leas as Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta' ina
bhforailtear gur cheart go mbeadh an méid
seo a leanas ag aitribh vétala nuair is féidir:

« cosan taistil cothrom, crua agus saor 6
chonstaici chuig an ait votala;

. spas casta sa limistéar vétala lena usaid
acu siud a bhaineann leas as gairis
soghluaisteachta;

. treochomharthaiocht shoiléir;

- rochtain ar spasanna paircedla
inrochtana;

« rochtain éasca ar iompar poibli
(laistigh de 400 méadar de stad bus/
traenach mas féidir, n6 800 méadar do
chinedlacha eile iompair phoibli);

- seomra votala eile ina bhfuil soilsiu is
féidir a athru, mas féidir, chun votail a
dhéanamh nios inrochtana do dhaoine
ata iogair i leith na gcéadfat;

- limistéar scithe idir teorainn an
tsuimh agus an ait votala chun tacu le
féinrialichan cognaioch, céadfai agus
imni.

Socruithe inmheanacha:

« scailedn votala inrochtana leagtha ar
aon line le scailedin votala eile;

« boird do bheirt ag a bhfuil scailedin
vétala inrochtana chun vaétail chuidithe
a éascu;

« boird agus cathaoireacha eile le
haghaidh vétail suite.

Ni ainmnitear aon staisidin vétala do na
toghthdiri san Astrail, mar sin is féidir le
toghthdiri vota a chaitheamh ait ar bith

a roghnaionn siad féin, agus sannann
Coimisiun Toghchdin na hAstraile (AEC)
ratdil inrochtaineachta ar gach staisiun
votala. Is iad na ratalacha inrochtaineachta
sin: inrochtana ag cathaoir rothai; rochtain
chuidithe do chathaoir rothaf; nil inrochtana
ag cathaoir rothai. Foilsitear iad sin ar
shuiomh gréasdin AEC'™, chomh maith le
faisnéis ghinearalta faoi inrochtaineacht
ionaid.
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Vétail Inrochtana — Véta Poist
Sula bhfagtar ceist na hinrochtaineachta,
ba mhaith leis an gCoimisiun aghaidh

a thabhairt go gonta ar cheist na votala
poist. Tabharfaidh an Coimisiun aghaidh
ar an gceist seo ar bhealach nios cuimsithi
i rith tionscadal taighde molta, ach ta
trachtaireacht ag teastail anseo i dtaobh na
deacrachta a bhionn le saru ag voétalaithe
faoi mhichumas a dteastaionn uathu vota
poist a usaid.

In achoimre ar Airteagal 29 a d’fhoilsigh
an tUdards Ndisitinta Michumais® in
2023, cuireadh imniin idl go mbionn

ar thoghthairi faoi mhichumas teastas
leighis a fhail chun clard don vo6tail phoist.
Measann an Coimisiun go bhféadfadh
costas breise a bheith i gceist i gcas go
leor iarratasoiri mar gheall ar na nésanna
imeachta ata i bhfeidhm faoi lathair, agus
gur ionann sin agus bacainn éagorach

ar rannphairteachas, nach dtagann le
hAirteagal 29 de UNCRPD. Moltar go
simpleofai an claru don vétail phoist, agus
nach mbeadh aon chostas airgeadais ar
iarratasoir i gceist leis. Luann an Coimisiun
gur eascair feabhas dearfach as an Acht
um Athchdiriu Toghchdin, 2022, is é sin
go gcaithfear fogra a thabhairt anois sula
mbaintear an ceart chun vétala poist, agus
nach gcaithfear clard gach bliain nios

moa. Is ar an duine féin ata an fhreagracht
an t-udaras aitiuil a chur ar an eolas ma
thagann athru ar a gculinsi agus nach
dteastaionn vota speisialta/poist nios mo.

Tugtar tiomantas in Cldr Taighde 2024—-
20262° 6n gCoimisiun do thaighde ar cheist
na votala poist, le haghaidh toghthdiri

faoi mhichumas freisin. Tabharfaidh an
Coimisiun aghaidh freisin ar na nédsanna
imeachta a rialaionn riarachan na vétala
poist in PEERanna amach anseo, go
hairithe le haghaidh toghthdiri faoi
mhichumas.
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10. Anailis

Leagtar amach feidhmeanna an
Choimisiuin in alt 30 den Acht um
Athchoirid Toghchdin, 2022, lena n-airitear
alt 30(2) ina bhforailtear:

“Beidh ag an gCoimisiun
na cumhachtari sin

go léir is gd chun a
fheidhmeanna faoin Acht
seo a chomhlionadh no a
ghabhann le comhlionadh
na bhfeidhmeanna sin.”

Ni fhaca an Coimisilin an uair seo go raibh
aon drogall ar na hoifigigh cheannais na

ar a bhfoireann muid a bheith i Iathair

ag stdisiuin vétala, ach measaimid go
n-éascofai breathndireacht toghchdin an
Choimisiuin le forail reachtuil shainraite
faoi fhreastal fhoireann agus chomhaltai an
Choimisiuin ar stdisidin votala agus ionaid
comhairimh na n-imeachtai toghchadin chun
cur leis na fordlacha reachtacha ata in Acht
2022 cheana féin.

Trid is trid, rinne leagan amach fhormhor
na stdisiun voétala ar tugadh cuairt orthu
éascaiocht do ghluaiseacht an phraisis
votadla (bealach isteach, aitheantas, votail,
bealach amach) agus bhi déthain spais
agus soilse iontu. Go ginearalta, bhi
foireann na stdisiun vdtala inaitheanta agus
suite i limistéir ina raibh siad le feiceail ag
na toghthairi. Ni fhacthas aon toghthdiri
ag togail ‘féinini’ nd aon chineal eile
grianghrafaddireachta a bhfuil cosc air.

| bhformhdr na staisiun voétala ar tugadh
cuairt orthu, bhi toghthdiri in ann voétail faoi
rdn sna hurranna votala.

Thainig foirne breathndireachta PEER ar
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roinnt fadhbanna, afach, ina measc
droch-threochomharthaiocht ar na bealai
chuig staisidin votala, easpa saordidi
paircedla i gceantair uirbeacha, lion
robheag spdsanna pdircedla sannta do
thoghthdiri faoi mhichumas né gan aon
chuid ann, agus guaiseacha ag bealai
isteach chuig foirgnimh. Déanfar cur sios
nios cuimsithi orthu siud anois.

Ta reachtaiocht a bhaineann le
hinrochtaineacht na vétala san Acht
Toghchdin (Leasu), 1996 den chuid is mo,
acht a leasaigh Acht Toghchdin 1992.
Fordiltear in alt 3(1)(a) d’Acht 1996 go
ndéanfaidh na cinn chomhairimh, mas
indéanta, stdisidin votala ata inrochtana
ag usdideoiri cathaoireacha rothai a chur
ar fail. Bhi ar mbreathndireachtai thar a
bheith diomach ina leith sin, toisc gur
measadh go raibh thart ar an gceathru
cuid de na stdisiuin votala ar tugadh cuairt
orthu deacair le rochtain ag usaideoiri
cathaoireacha rothal, cé gur cheart a
luadh, as an 98 staisiun votala ar tugadh
cuairt orthu, go raibh cinn chomhairimh in
imeachtai toghchain roimhe sin tar éis 29
diobh a chatagdirid mar neamh-inrochtana
cheana féin.

As an 69 staisiun votala a roghnaiodh
bunaithe ar chritéir seachas
“neamh-inrochtaineacht”, ni raibh 16%
éasca le rochtain ag an mbealach isteach
chuig an it vétala. Luaigh breathnadiri

an Choimisiuin cldiseanna éagsula

lena meas nach raibh bealach isteach
éasca le rochtain, ina measc constaici
agus bacainni a bheith sa bhealach,
céimeanna mar shampla; easpa bonneagar
inrochtaineachta, rampa do chathaoireacha
rothai né ardaitheoir ardain mar shampla;
agus toisi srianta an spais ag an mbealach
isteach. D’fhéadfadh na fadhbanna sin
bac a chur ar thoghthdiri, usaideoiri
cathaoireacha rothai go hairithe, rochtain
a fhail ar na staisidin vétala sin. Anuas

air sin, ag 23% den 69 staisiun votala

sin, measadh nach raibh na socruithe le
haghaidh usdideoiri cathaoireacha rothai
chun marcail agus leagan na bpaipéar

balldide sa bhosca balldide a éascu de
réir na fordla a phléitear in alt 3(2)(b)(i)

den Acht Toghchdn, 1996. Sonraiodh an
easpa urrann votala iseal agus boscai
balldide isle da réir sin. Ni raibh fadhbanna
le leagan amach inmhednach na staisiun
vétadla sin chomh coitianta céanna, agus
nior tuairisciodh go raibh leagan amach
inmhednach a bhi neamh-inrochtana
d’usaideoiri cathaoireacha rothai agus
constaici laistigh den stdisiun voétala ach ag
3% de na staisiuin votala.

Is féidir le fadhbanna inrochtaineachta cur
isteach ar thoghthdiri éagsula, ni hiad siud
a Usaideann cathaoir rothai amhain. Is féidir
le fadhbanna dul isteach agus amach as
staisiun votala cur isteach ar thoghthdiri a
Usadideann &is siuldide né a bhfuil pram leo.
T4 délai seachtracha, ar nds céimeanna

no fanai géara, chomh maith le dalai
inmhednacha, ar nés constaici de bharr
earral no troscain, in ann guais a chruthu
do thoghthdiri. Bhi dalai seachtracha a
chruthaigh guais do thoghthairi ag 33% de
na staisidin vétala ar tugadh cuairt orthu,
agus bhi constaici ag roinnt stdisiuin voétala,
thart ar 18% diobh siud ar tugadh cuairt
orthu, a chruthaigh guais do thoghthdiri.

Ba bhac coitianta ar inrochtaineacht
sheachtrach céimeanna ag an mbealach
isteach chuig staisiun voétala. Luadh go
raibh céim né cupla céim ag an mbealach
isteach ag 15% de na staisiuin votala ar

fad ar tugadh cuairt orthu. Aris agus aris
eile, measadh gur guais iad na céimeanna,
go hairithe nuair a bhi fana ghéar leis

na céimeanna no nuair nach raibh siad
marcailte. | gcas amhain, measadh gur
guais a bhi i leathchéim neambhrialta. Chun
an inrochtaineacht a fheabhsu, cuireann
oifigigh cheannais rampai cathaoireacha
rothai ar fail go minic, ach thuairiscigh
foirne breathndéireachta PEER narbh ionann
caighdean na rampai sin ar fad. | gcas
amhain, ni raibh an fhoireann ag an staisiun
votdla in ann an rampa cathaoireacha
rothai a chur in airde.

Chruthaigh na doirse isteach chuig staisidin
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votadla fadhbanna breise inrochtaineachta.
| bhformhor na gcasanna, b’fhadhbanna
sealadacha agus inréitithe iad sin, ar nos
doirse inmhednacha a bheith dunta né
leathdhunta, rud a chuir srian ar rochtain
usdideoiri cathaoireacha rothai. Bhi
fadhbanna eile a bhain le doirse nios
deacra le réiteach, nuair a chuir meachan
agus toisi na doirse, doirse seachtracha go
hairithe, bac ar usdideoiri cathaoireacha
rothai iad a usdid, mar shampla. Shainaithin
foirne breathndireachta PEER fadhbanna
le doirse ag os cionn stdisiun votala
amhain as gach deich gcinn. B’tfhadhb
ghaolmhar tairseacha arda. Luadh go raibh
ciumhais shuntasach tairsi a chruthaigh
guais do thoghthdiri ag 5% de na staisiuin
votala, agus go raibh an tairseach deacair
né dodhéanta le husaid ag usdideoir
cathaoireach rothai gan chunamh.

Tugadh constaici faoi deara i roinnt ionad.
Ag staisiun votala amhain, bhi trealamh
giom i lathair, a chruthaigh guais do
thoghthdiri, iad siud a raibh lagu amhairc
orthu go hairithe. Ag stdisiun vétala eile,
baineadh usaid as cathaoir chun an doras
a choinneail oscailte, rud a bhlocail chuid
den bhealach isteach. | stdisiun votala

eile, bhlocail pota blathanna an bealach
isteach. Tugadh constaici faoi deara ag
bealai éalaithe éigeandala freisin. Ag
stdisiun voétala amhain, bhi urrann voétala sa
bhealach ar bhealach éalaithe éigeandala.
Ag ceann eile, bhlocail comhla sheachtrach
an bealach éalaithe éigeandala. | measc
na bhfadhbanna eile le bealai éalaithe
éigeandala bhi easpa comharthaiocht

chui, easpa rampali agus fadhbanna le

toisi agus inrochtaineacht ghinearalta na
mbealai amach. | gcas amhain, ni raibh

mar bhealach éalaithe éigeanddla ach
fuinneog ardaithe. In dha chas, ni raibh aon
bhealach éalaithe éigeandala ann. Ar an
iomlan, measadh go raibh bealai éalaithe
éigeandala mishasula ag thart ar 15% de na
staisiuin votala.

Is gléas plaisteach trédhearcach é an
teimpléad paipéir balldide ata le leagan
ar bharr an phaipéir balléide chun vétail -



toghthairi a bhfuil lagu amhairc orthu a
éascu. Le hlonstraim Reachtdil, |.R. Uimh.
196 de 2019 — Rialachdin Toghchan
(Teimpléad Paipéir Balldide) 2019, de
bhun I.R. Uimh. 196(3), fordiltear go

bhfuil na teimpléid sin le cur ar fail ag
cinn chomhairimh sna stdisiuin vétala

ma theastaionn siad. Thuairiscigh foirne
breathndireachta PEER go raibh teimpléid
paipéir balldide ar fail i bhformhdr mor

na staisiun votala, ach nach raibh siad

ar fail i gceithre staisiun voétala as an

98 ar tugadh cuairt orthu. Bhi aiseolas
teoranta ar fail 6n Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais
Aititiil agus Oidhreachta faoi leibhéal
Usaide na dteimpléad paipéir balldide a
usadideadh i reifrinn mhi an Mharta, cé gur
taifeadadh gur Usdideadh 60 teimpléad

in Olltoghchan 2020. T4 sé i gceist ag an
gCoimisiun scrudu a dhéanamh ar Usdid na
dteimpléad sin agus na saordidi ata ar fail
do thoghthdiri atd dall agus a bhfuil lagu
amhairc orthu in PEERanna amach anseo,
agus scrudofar tuarascail na hEagraiochta
do Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas, Voice of
Vision Impairment, ar v6tail sna reifrinn,
Voting in the Referendums?', chuige sin.

Ta reachtaiocht a bhaineann le ndsanna
imeachta votala san Acht Toghchain, 1992
den chuid is md, a chuirtear i bhfeidhm

ar Acht an Reifrinn, 1994 de réir alt 32(1)
d’Acht 1994. Ceanglaitear le halt 101(2)

(c) den Acht Toghchain, 1992 go gcuirfear
marc sa chlar os coinne uimhir an
toghthdra a thaispeadint gur eisiodh paipéar
balldide don toghthdir sin. Chonaic foirne
PEER gur comhlionadh an ceanglas sin go
substaintiuil. Breathnaiodh gur marcaladh
formhdor mér na bpaipéar balldide leis an
marc oifigidil né gur “stampaladh” iad de
réir alt 101(2)(b) den Acht Toghchain, 1992.
Breathnaiodh cds amhain nar stampadladh
paipéar balldide. Ta an Coimisiun ar an
eolas gur thug na sonrai a thairg na cinn
chomhairimh le fios gur milleadh 742 véta
ar an reifreann faoin Teaghlach i mi an
Mharta 2024 toisc go raibh marc oifigiuil in
easnamh 6n bpaipéar balldide. Ba cheart
oilidint leordhdthanach a chur ar na baill
fagrne ar fad ag stdisiuin voétala, le béim faoi
leith ar a chinntiu go stampailtear paipéir

bhalldide. Ta an Coimisiun ag tabhairt
aghaidh freisin ar fhadhb na voétai millte
neamhbheartaithe mar cheist a bhfuil

tds aite le tabhairt do ina thionscnaimh
oideachais do vétalaithe, for-rochtana agus
méadaithe feasachta.

Mheas foirne breathndireachta PEER gur
chinntigh na hurranna vaétala sna stdisiuin
votala ar fad ar tugadh cuairt orthu
riundacht an véta, mar a bhfordiltear do

in alt 94(5)(a) den Acht Toghchdin, 1992,
cé nach raibh an leagan amach ag dha
stdisiun vétala chun priobhdideachas a
chinntiu sa phrdiseas votala réshasuil.
Comhlionadh an ceanglas a chinntiu go
mbionn toghthdir amhain ag an am san
urrann votala, mar a bhfordiltear dé in alt
101(3) den Acht Toghchdin, 1992, agus
nior breathnaiodh ach dha chas de sharu
dealramhach ina ndearna ball teaghlaigh
iarracht cinamh a thabhairt do thoghthair.
Cé go bhforailtear do voétail companaigh
faoi alt 103 den Acht Toghchain, 1992, ni
raibh sé soiléir ar chomhlion na cuinsi an
tastail reachtuil agus ar cloiodh leis na
coimirci reachtula.

Maidir le haon chur isteach féideartha ar
thoghthairi ag stdisiuin votala, shainaithin
Foirne Breathndireachta PEER ceithre
chas inar cosuil gur sdraiodh alt 33 den
Acht Toghchain (Leasu), 2001 — leasu ar alt
147(2)(c) den Phriomh-Acht — ina gcuirtear
cosc ar aon phdstaer a bhaineann leis

an toghchan a thaispeaint laistigh de 50
meéadar de chdirtealdiste stdisiuin voétala.

Thracht foirne breathndireachta PEER ar
fhadhbanna leis an leagan amach i 10% de
na staisidin voétdla ar tugadh cuairt orthu.
Bhain udar imni coitianta leis an easpa
comharthaiocht inmhednach sa stdisiun
votala. Tuairisciodh go bhféadfadh gur
cuireadh isteach ar phriobhdideachas mar
gheall ar an leagan amach in dha staisiun
votala. Ag stdisiun votdla amhain bhi
amhras faoi shlandail an bhosca balldide,
toisc go raibh an bosca balldide suite in
aice leis an mbealach isteach a d’dsaid
toghthdiri chun dul isteach sa stdisiun
votala.
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11. Anailis Staitistiuil ar Sheicliosta PEER

Ceist Sheicliosta PEER v X %V %X N/B
D1. Comharthaiocht 36 | 56 | 39% | 61% 8
D2.1 Canbhasail (Postaeir) 4 | 93 | 4% | 96% 3
D2.2 Canbhasail (Eile) 95 | 4% | 96% 3
D3.1 Pairceadil (Ar Fail) 88| 9 91% | 9% 3
E;l)2 Pairceail (Paircedil do Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas ar 47 | a6 | 519 | 29% 7
E1.1 Leagan Amach (Leordhdthanach) 96 1 99% | 1% 3
E1.2 Leagan Amach (Fabhrach) 93 3 97% | 3% 4
E1.3 Leagan Amach (Slandail) 94 | 2 | 98% | 2% 4
E2. Foireann (Inaitheanta) 95 1 99% | 1% 4
E3.1 Bealach Ealaithe Eigeanddla (Comhartha) 84 | 12 | 88% | 12% 4
Eﬂiirienif;h Ealaithe Eigeanddla (Usaid Daoine faoi 66| 26 | 729 | 28% |
E4. Postaeir 90 | 6 | 94% | 6% 4
E5. Abhair 10 | 77 | 12% | 88% | 13
F1. Aitheantas 52 | 37 | 58% | 42% "
F2.1 Pdipéar Balldide (Stampailte) 89 1 99% | 1% 10
F2.2 Paipéar Balldide (Clar Marcailte) 88 1 99% | 1% 1
F3.1 Vo6tail (Rundacht Urrainne) 95| O |100% | 0% 5
F3.2 Votail (Toghthdir Amhain san Urrann) 87 2 | 98% | 2% "
F3.3 Vaétail (Féinini) 90 | O |100%| 0% 10
G1.1 Guaiseacha (Céimeanna) 31| 64 | 33% | 67% 5
G1.2 Guaiseacha (Constaici) 17 | 75 | 18% | 82% 8
G2. Leagan Amach (Usdid Daoine faoi Mhichumas) 81| 14 | 85% | 15% 5
G3.1 Usaid Cathaoireach Rothaf (Toisi Inrochtana) 74 | 23 | 76% | 24% 3
G3.2 Usdid Cathaoireach Rothai (Spds Inrochtana) 87 8 92% | 8% 5
G3.3 Usaid Cathaoireach Rothafi (V6tdil Inrochtana) 68 | 24 | 74% | 26% 8
G4.1 Lagu Amhairc (Teimpléad Paipéir Balldide ar Fail) 91 4 96% | 4% 5
G4.2 Lagu Amhairc (Clé Mor) 31 | 58 | 35% | 65% 1
G5. Bodhar/Allaire (Lub) 1 93 1% | 99% 6
G6. Michumais Neamhfhisicitla (Cinamh) 2 73 3% | 97% 25
G7. Companach Vétala (Cunamh/Mionn) 6 68 8% | 92% 26
H2.1 Daoine Udaraithe (Pearsanaiocht) 0 90 0% [100% | 10
H2.2 Daoine Udaraithe (Fadhbanna) 1 89 1% | 99% 10
27




12. Lamhleabhair Treorach d’Oifigigh

Bainistiochta Toghchan

Cloiodh go sasliil, den chuid is mo, leis

na treoirlinte agus nésanna imeachta
toghchain a leagtar amach sna
Ldmhleabhair Treorach a eisionn an Roinn
Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitidil agus Oidhreachta
do chinn chomhairimh agus d’oifigigh
cheannais. Léirionn na Lamhleabhair
Treorach sin an priomhdhli toghchain in
Eirinn. Molann an Coimisitn go gcuirfi

na lamhleabhair Usdideacha sin ar fail go
poibli, le haon sonrai oibriochta rinda
fagtha ar lar.

Measann an Coimisiun freisin gur cheart na
lamhleabhair treorach ata i bhfeidhm faoi

lathair a leathnu chun freastal ar chohdirt
toghthdiri nios leithne, ar nds daoine ata
faoi mhichumas neamhfhisiciuil agus
votalaithe atd néara-éagsudil, i bhfianaise an
leathnaithe reachtaigh le deireanai ar an
sainmhiniu ar mhichumas chun toghthdiri
faoi mhichumas neamhfhisiciuil a direamh.
Ba cheart don treoir sonrai Dhaondireamh
2022 a léirid maidir le daoine a deir go
bhfuil raon michumais neamhfhisiciula
orthu, chomh maith le réimsi ar nds na
néara-éagsulachta. Ba cheart an treoir is
deireanai a d’eisigh an Roinn Tithiochta,
Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta i mi na
Samhna 2022, Eolas do Vétalaithe faoi
Mhichumas??, a nuashonru agus a leathnu.

13. Sonrai Vétala Toghchan: Taithi Vétalaithe

Staidéar Naisiunta Toghchain
agus Daonlathais (NEDS) le
haghaidh na hEireann

Mar chuid d’fhorbairt an Choimisidin

de Staidéar Naisiunta Toghchain agus
Daonlathais (NEDS) le haghaidh na
hEireann?, thug Ipsos B&A faoi shuirbhé
duine le duine ar shampla ionadaioch

de 3,557 vétalai ar an 8 Marta 2024.
Roinneadh an suirbhé, agus cuireadh
sraith ceisteanna (thios) ar thart ar leath an
tsampla (1,874) faoina dtaithi vétala.

C.8a Smaoinigh ar nuair a thainig tu anseo inniu chun do véta a chaitheamh. An raibh sé
éasca no deacair rochtain a fhail ar an staisiun votala?

1. Easca 2. Deacair

3. Nifios

C.8b An raibh sé éasca noé deacair an ait a bhi ort a dhul chun vota a chaitheamh a

aimsiu san fhoirgneamh?

1. Easca 2. Deacair
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C.8c An raibh déthain priobhaideachais agat nuair a chaith tu do vota dar leat?

1. Bhi 2. Niraibh

3. Nifios

C.8d Ar theastaigh aon chuinambh breise uait 6 aon duine den fhoireann a bhi ag obair

anseo?
1. Theastaigh

2. Nior theastaigh

3. Nifios

MA THEASTAIGH AG C.8D, FIAFRAIGH C.8e

C.8e An raibh tu sasta n6 mishasta leis an gcunamh a fuair tu?

1. Sasta

2. Mishasta

3. Nifios

Céatadan na Vdétalaithe a Thug Freagra Dearfach ar Cheisteanna

Suirbhé faoi ‘Taithi Vétalaithe’

3. Nifios

28

Rochtain Easca Ea§ca le , Délt.hain . The'astaigh
C8.a hAimsiu Priobhaideachais Cunamh
C8.b C8.c c8s.d
Vétalaithe ar an
Teaghlach agus 98% 98% 98% 7%
Curam
98% 98% 98%

Rochtain éasca Easca an
ar an staisiun foirgneamh
vétdla a aimsiu

Cé gur udar misnigh iad na figidiri sin agus

go léirionn siad iomha dhearfach ar an
iomlan, ba cheart a thabhairt faoi deara

gur ionann 2% de vétalaithe agus thart ar

30,000 diobh siud a chaith vota i mi an
Mharta 2024. Ni beag an lion € sin.

priobhaideachais

97% sasta

Déthain Theastaigh

leis an gctinamh

cuinamh breise

Beartaitear tuilleadh anailise a dhéanamh

ar thaithi votala daoine faoi mhichumas mar
chuid de NEDS an Choimisitdin faoi mhi an

Mheithimh, chomh maith leis an mbéim a
chuirfear air in PEER mhi an Mheithimh.




14. Moltai

c.?,'
100

Reachtaiocht toghchdin a leasu chun forail go sainradite do fhreastal
fhoireann agus chomhaltai an Choimisiuin ar stdisidin votala agus ionaid
comhairimh le haghaidh na n-imeachtai toghchain ar fad.

)

Na caighdedin inrochtaineachta le haghaidh staisidin vétala a athbhreithniu
agus a leathnu i Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta nuashonraithe.

*
*b*

Ratail Inrochtaineachta a shannadh do gach staisiun votala ata éasca le
seiceail ag toghthairi roimh ddibh vota a chaitheamh.

An t-abhar voétala ar fad a athbhreithnid ag féachaint le raon nios leithne
d’fhormaidi inrochtana a chur ar fail.

Lamhleabhair treorach a eisitear do chinn chomhairimh agus d’oifigigh
cheannais a chur ar fail don phobal, le haon sonrai oibriochta runda fagtha ar
1ar.

Oilidint chaighdeanach a chur ar na baill foirne ar fad ag staisiuin voétala, le
béim faoi leith ar a chinntid go marcailtear paipéir bhalldide i gceart.

A chinntiu go gcuirtear oilidint chui ar an bhfoireann ag staisiuin votala
chun cabhru le toghthdiri a bhfuil raon michumas orthu, michumais
neamhfhisicitla ina measc.

Lamhleabhar treorach a fhoilsid do thoghthdiri ina minitear na saoraidi agus
na hdiseanna voétala a bhionn ar fail ag staisidin votala.
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15. Tatal

T4 sé i gceist go mbeadh an
bhreathndireacht agus an freastal ar
imeachtai toghchain a dhéanann comhaltai
agus foireann an Choimisiuin ina gcuid

de gach PEER amach anseo. Cuirfidh an
chéad PEER seo faoi Mharta 2024 bonn
eolais faoi stiuradh an PEER le haghaidh
thoghchain Pharlaimint na hEorpa, na
dtoghchan aitiuil agus thoghchain Mhéara
Luimnigh Dé hAoine, 7 Meitheamh 2024. |
gcds PEER Mheitheamh 2024, tabharfaidh
an Coimisiun aghaidh aris ar chuid de na
cursai a phléitear anseo. Tugann reachtail
cupla imeacht difridil toghchdin i dtréimhse
chomh gearr sin deis duinn ar dtaighde a
bheachtu agus dul chun cinn a dhéanamh
air.

De réir shainordd an Choimisiuin
rannphairteachas agus ionchuimsitheacht
votalaithe sa phrdiseas daonlathach a
spreagadh, direofar go minic in PEERanna
ar thaithi votalaithe agus ar a rochtain

ar imeacht toghchdin. Anuas air sin, ag
cur san direamh an sainmhiniu ar PEER
mar thuarascail ar riarachan an imeachta
toghchdin lena mbaineann, agus ag tagairt
do na foralacha dlithidla a shonraitear in alt
68(3) den Acht, ar nds Airteagal 74 de na
Rialachain um Thoghchain Aitidla, 19952,
meastar go bhféadfadh PEERanna amach
anseo béim a chur freisin ar ghnéithe
breise de riarachan imeachta toghchain,
ar nés na paipéir bhalldide agus caipéisi
eile a bhaineann le himeacht toghchain a
choimead slan. D’fhéadfai raon feidhme
PEERanna a leathnd amach anseo freisin
chun athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an
bhfaisnéis, na saordidi agus na seirbhisi

a thugtar do vétalaithe faoi mhichumas i
gcaitheamh an phrdisis toghchain, agus ni
direach ar 1a an imeachta toghchain.

Ghlac an Coimisiun roinnt céimeanna 6 mhi
an Mharta 2024 i bhfianaise na dtatal agus
na trachtaireachta a dhéantar sa tuarascail
seo:

ATHBHREITHNIU | NDIAIDH IMEACHT TOGHCHAIN:
NA REIFRINN AR AN TEAGHLACH AGUS CURAM

Eisiodh litreacha (Aibrean 2024) do
gach ceann comhairimh i reifrinn mhi
an Mharta, ag glacadh buiochas leo as
a gcunamh agus a gcomhoibrid agus
ag plé fadhbanna a chonacthas sna
stdisiuin voétala ar tugadh cuairt orthu,
toisc go raibh sé soiléir i roinnt casanna
go bhféadfai roinn athruithe agus
feabhsuchan sach simpli a dhéanamh
chun iad a réiteach roimh thoghchain
an 7 Meitheamh.

Reachtaladh cruinnithe rannphadirtiochta
le pairtithe leasmhara agus cruinnithe
leantacha le cinn chomhairimh agus
leis an Meitheal um Vaétail Daoine faoi
Mhichumas, faoi chathaoirleacht na
Roinne Tithiochta, Rialtais Aitidil agus
Oidhreachta. Bhuail an Coimisiun freisin
le heagraiochtai chun abhar a phlé leo
6 raon leathan earnalacha, ina measc
na hearnalacha oideachais fhoirmidil/
oideachas aosaigh/pobail agus grupai
a dhéanann ionadaiocht ar thoghthairi
a mbionn constaici sa bhealach ar a
rannphairtiocht i dtoghchain, toghthairi
faoi mhichumas ina measc, agus an
pobal i gcoitinne.

PEER — Toghchain Pharlaimint na hEorpa,
na toghchadin aitiula agus toghchain
Mhéara Luimnigh Dé hAoine, 7 Meitheamh
2024:

« Roghnu agus béim théamach ar
chritéir nua PEER bunaithe ar shonrai
Dhaonaireamh 2022 in dsaid chun
staisiuin votala a roghnu le haghaidh
cuairteanna sa todhchai, agus staisidin
vétdla a chatagdiritear mar neamh-
inrochtana.

Roghnaiodh 100 stdisiun vétala

thar gach ceann de na 26 contae le
haghaidh imeachtai toghchdin mhi an
Mheithimh, cuid diobh a raibh cinn
chomhairimh tar éis iad a chatagdiriu
mar neamh-inrochtana i bhfégrai poibli
a eisiodh i mi an Mharta 2024.

Bhi béim mhéadaithe ar thaithi
votalaithe faoi mhichumas sna
suirbhéanna ar voétalaithe mar chuid
de Staidéar Naisiunta Toghchain agus
Daonlathais mhi an Mheithimh. 31
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Riomhfhoghlaim ESCE faoin mBreathndireacht Toghchain
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dop-eng.pdf
https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/5/e/68439.pdf, Ich 14.
https://cdn.electoralcommission.ie/app/uploads/2023/11/10161910/Draft-Annual-
Research-Programme-Irish-Web-1.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/292999/53dbfO9b6-b86d-492e-b42d-48dbdb287925.pdf, Ich 85.
Déantar idirdhealu sa reachtaiocht toghchain idir “ait votaiochta”, limistéar nd aitreabh
ina ndéantar votail, scoil ndisiinta mar shampla, agus “staisiun vétaiochta”, spas

laistigh den ait votala a chuirtear ar fail do thoghthdiri chun a vota a chaitheamh, seomra
ranga mar shampla. Sa tuarascail seo, Usaidtear an téarma “stdisiun votala” chun cur
sios a dhéanamh ar ditreabh gineardlta chomh maith leis an spas ar leith a chuirtear ar fail
do thoghthdiri chun a véta a chaitheamh.
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-cpp4/census2022profile4-
disabilityhealthandcarers/disability/

Ba cheart a thabhairt faoi deara gur athraiodh ceisteanna dhaondireamh 2022 faoi
chudrsai michumais le hais dhaondireamh 2016 (Féach ar Aguisin 2).
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-cpp4/census2022profile4-
disabilityhealthandcarers/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/ga/debates/debate/joint_committee_on_disability_
matters/2023-10-25/2/

Annex B - Sample Observation Forms for Voting https://www.osce.org/files/f/
documents/5/e/68439.pdf, Igh 109-111
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-01/Checklist%20for%20
polling%20station%20inspectors%20generic.doc
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/sites/default/files/2024-02/Checklist%20for%20
polling%20station%20inspectors%20PCC%20EA22.docx

Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling stations | Electoral Commission
https://commission.europa.eu/document/66b9212e-e9b0-409d-88a3-c0e505a5e670_
ga, larscribhinn 2, Ich 40

https://www.osce.org/files/f/documents/6/5/537589.pdf, Ich 5

Aighneacht Uimh. 330, Ich 3, 6 Choimisiin Toghchdin na hAstraile do Conduct of the
2022 federal election and other matters — TUARASCAIL — Samhain 2023
https://www.aec.gov.au/assistance/

Overview of UNCRPD Article 29 in Ireland. Participation in political and public life. June
2023.https://nda.ie/uploads/publications/UNCRPD-Article-29-Paper-FINAL-230607.docx
https://www.electoralcommission.ie/ga/clar-taighde/
https://vvi.ie/voice-of-vision-impairment-accessibility-report-on-referendums-of-march-
8th-2024/

https://www.gov.ie/ga/foilsiuchan/eolas-do-votalaithe-faoci-mhichumasga/?

Staidéar Naisiunta Toghchain agus Daonlathais (neds.ie)

Alt 74, na Rialachain um Thoghchain Aititla, 1995 — An t-am agus an &it chun na

votai a chomhaireamh. (2) Ceapfaidh an ceann comhairimh ait laistigh de limistéar an
Udarais aitiuil né gar don ait sin mar it ina gcomhairfidh an t-oifigeach na vétai, agus
cuirfidh sé ar fail san ait a bheidh ceaptha aige amhlaidh cdiriocht oiriinach agus an
troscan agus an trealamh go Iéir is ga chun na votai a chomhaireamh de réir Chuid XIlI
agus déanfaidh sé leorshocruithe chun na paipéir bhalléide agus na doiciméid eile a
bhaineann leis an toghchan a choimead slan.

ATHBHREITHNIU | NDIAIDH IMEACHT TOGHCHAIN:
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17. Aguisini

Aguisin 1 — Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta

Chuaigh an Coimisiun i gcomhairle le Seicliosta Inrochtaineachta a d’eisigh an Mheitheal
um Vaétail Daoine faoi Mhichumas in 2018. Ta an seicliosta sin ar fail ar shuiomh gréasain an
Udardis Ndisitinta Michumais faoi “Accessibility Checklist for Polling Stations”.
https://nda.ie/uploads/publications/Accessibility-Checklist-for-Polling-Stations-April-2024-
FINAL.docx

Aguisin 2 — Ceisteanna an Daonairimh faoi Mhichumas, 2022 agus 2016

2022
An bhfuil aon cheann de na riochtai né deacrachtai fadtéarmacha seo ag gabhail duit?
(a) Daille né lagu amhairc T4, gé mor T4, roinnt Nil
(b) Bodhaire nd lagu éisteachta T4, gé mor T4, roinnt Nil
(c) Deacracht le bunghniomhaiochtai T4, g6 mor T4, roinnt Nil

fisiceacha amhail siul, dul suas staighre,
sineadh, ardu né iompar

(d) Michumas intleachta T4, gé mor T4, roinnt Nil

(e) Deacracht le foghlaim, cuimhneamh né | T4, gé moér T4, roinnt Nil
comhdhiriu

(f) Riocht siceolaioch né mothichanach né | T4, gé moér T4, roinnt Nil
deacracht meabhairshlainte
(g) Deacracht le pian, andlu né aon tinneas | T4, gé mor T4, roinnt Nil
no riocht ainsealach eile

2016
An bhfuil aon cheann de na riochtai fadtéarmacha seo a leanas ort?
(a) Daille n6 moérlagu amhairc Ta Nil
(b) Bodhaire né médrlagu éisteacht T4 Nil
(c) Riocht a bhacann go mér bunghniomhaiochtai fisiceacha mar shiul, dul T4 Nl
suas staighre, sineadh, ardu né iompar
(d) Michumas intleachtuil Ta Nil
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An bhfuil aon cheann de na riochtai fadtéarmacha seo a leanas ort?

(e) Deacracht le foghlaim, cuimhneamh né comhdhiriu Ta Nil
(f) Riocht siceolaioch né tochtach Ta Nil
(g) Deacracht le pian, analu, né aon droch thinneas né riocht eile Ta Nil

Aguisin 3 — Staisiuin Votala PEER ar Tugadh Cuairt Orthu de réir na
gCritéar Roghnuchain

Tabla 1: Stdisitin Vétdla Neamh-inrochtana (RTRAO)

Toghroinn & Staisiin Toghcheantar

Votala

An Chathair

& Contae

Taifeadta
mar
Neamh-
inrochtana

% Faoi
Mhichumas Eirchéd

[CSO]

Comhordanaidi
Léarscaile

. IS An Clar 2020 2189 V95 | 52.93629430627313,
. " An Clar RTRAO o7 A348 | -8.892795957439008
Bhaile an Ruain
Cluain an
5 Fhathaigh An Clar 2:?8%3(2&4 6.7% V95 | 52.867732693597354,
SN Chluain an An Clar S HN76 | -9.273428116907425
. LRO
Fhathaigh
. ] 2020
3 An Baile Glas An Clar RTRAO & 58 59% V94 52.68692551384004,
Halla na nGasdg An Clar LRO =R K720 -8.61230643596915
. AS"NCE';;?IZ" Gaillimh Thiar| 2020 . H71 | 53.510374708970609,
. Gaillimh RTRAO 7 KF38 | -10.09169694030088
Conraoi
5 An Ghrs"",il"se“h Gaillimh Thoir| 2020 2499, H65 | 53.28308108417541,
Gaillimh RTRAO e Cc670 | -8.586165991718401
Bhreac-chluana
o Cth?:';;s;'if" Ciarrai 25?&?24 D189 Vo3 51.77058185338391,
! Ciarrai e% FK88 | -1010179261965231
Doénall LRO
. ;\T'Er:; ri::nann Ciarrai RTZROA’zg < 2189 V92 | 52165596434164286,
enatie Ciarraf S% X795 | -10.408028909816553
Fheirtéaraigh LRO
. G'eas",:j‘ aB:'the Ciarrai 253&?24 039 VO3 | 52.06525720452734,
o Ciarrai 3% XD43 | -9.910522098027633
Churraichin LRO
Dun . 2020
. Ciarrai . . V92 | 52.29835838356138,
| Dea-radhairc Ciarraf RTRAC & 186% | Wwrrs | -9.694777139864103
SN Lios Teilice LRO
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Taifeadta % Faoi
Toghroinn & Staisiin Toghcheantar mar . fe s Comhordanaidi
s Mhichumas Eirchod . L.
Votala & Contae Neamh- Léarscaile
. [CSO]
inrochtana
zn’gh':i?;;': Ciarrai 25?&??&4 19,29 Vo2 52.41518403611091,
. Ciarraf e APS80 | -9.687700314992872
Chrosaigh LRO
cill SGI:"(’:’:::T"“" Ciarrai 23?&?24 18,00 vo3 | 51.90619538148865,
Gharbhsin Ciarrai LRO HP79 | -9.441747443964484
Ath Dara Theas Lﬁi‘::;?eh RT2ROA28 < 20,69 V94 | 52.561038426235854.
CBS Ath Dara ) g = FK30 | -8.794026224352423,
Luimneach LRO
S';\fg':;f:g‘:}'é Lﬁi‘::;?eh 2020 . Vo4 |52.558290044503366,
) ) 9 RTRAO P VK23 | -9.198913355039672,
Thuile Luimneach
Collan Contae 2020
, N : . V35 2.32872685748991,
SN Chno,c Ui Lglmnlgh RTRAO & 20.8% DW73 -8.342518969139771
Dhea Luimneach LRO
T°';aNr1'_°r:‘::;f'g Lﬁi‘:::‘?eh 2020 2489 V94 52.6005951557356,
ok imnig RTRAO e% YF44 | -8713857098589497
Phadraig Luimneach
An Mhainistir A Lﬁionr:;?eh 2020 23,39, V94 52.6780780148816,
Scoil ide ) 9 RTRAO =7 X659 -8.61474375199046
Luimneach
Ba"g ;g;";g“h La‘;‘::;:,bh 2020 559 E53 52.96305721153817,
Fe . (o]
Cistéirseach Uibh Ehailt RTRAO DX37 | -7.854989548273085
Mainistir ) .
Fheorais "a‘l’__'::i::,bh RT2ROA28 < 20,79 R45 | 53.30709509700372,
Club CLG Bhaile , - e R283 7134750346404081
: Uibh Fhaili LRO
Fobhair
CoNerao o | aammn | RiRAGS& | 226% | F42 | s3784770iM23259,
Fhidhne Ros Comin LRO WV63 | -8.040516900348544
Tiobraid
Sl?lréiohcaﬁ;T’aLr:)r;h Arann RT2F§)A,28 < 779 E25 52.44275716431914,
Tiobraid e VP64 -7.881650153194337
Ceann P LRO
Arann
Cill Mheanmnain Tiobraid
Scoil Arann 23?8'2‘2(;)24 53.0% E41 52.486114438832445,
Naisiunta Chill Tiobraid i NR76 -7.503997593072962
g ) LRO
Mheanmnain Arann
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Stdisiun Votala

Toghcheantar

& Contae

Taifeadta

mar
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% Faoi
Mhichumas
[CSO]

Eirchéd

Comhordanaidi
Léarscaile
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Muileann na Tiobraid
hUamhan Arann 2020 E41 52.5138499197375,
Scoil Naisiunta . . RTRAO & 28.4%
. Tiobraid ED30 |-7.5006056314504015,
Mhuileann na Arann LRO
hUamhan
. L. Tiobraid
SB;')':’,\TI;‘IZI’S;‘: Arann RT2ROA2(C))& 47 E25 | 52.493582477146646,
) v Tiobraid S F840 | -8.019112228654615,
Bhaile Thomais p LRO
Arann
An T;Z“r‘pa" Tiobraid 2020
. Arann . o E41 | 52.794706995167346,
SN Bhuachallll | riop ojq | RTRAO& | 26.5% | cpgo | 7.832719544578874
Naomh P LRO
. Arann
Colmcille
Bealach . .
A Tiobraid
g‘,fl';;t':) Arann RT2F§)A,28& 8 6o E41 | 52.68829383422049,
Tiobraid o RR68 | -7.9070661985534105,
Bhealach Arann LRO
Achaille
Eaan“:'h;T Port Léirge 2020 4100 X91 | 52.158459271402535,
P Port Lairge RTRAO 7 WC92 | -7155653532342615,
Chriost
gh“:{gﬁ;‘r‘? Port Léirge 2020 10,59 E32 52.279620146174,
o Port Léirge RTRAO 2% | NNP40 | -7.439200068482805,
SNAIIBr:aIi\I’IehI\(jIrhic Port Lairge 2020 2489 X35 | 52.006463941210484,
it Port Lairge RTRAO S5 CR20 | -7.640131625998028,
Cuil Ghréine
Uimh. 1 Port Lairge 2020 D5 2, Y25 | 52.76705908533976,
Scoil an Bhaile | Port Lairge RTRAO e E376 | -6.269604510849667,
Fhada

Tabla 2: Staisiuin Vétdla i dToghranna ina raibh na Ratai Michumais Tuairiscithe is Airde

° .
Toghroinn & Staisiun | Toghcheantar /f Faol Daonra fo o Comhordandidi
Vétdla & Contae Mhichumas TR Eirchod Léarscaile
[CSO] [CSO]
1 Togrc‘;ﬁ"é%:iﬁ;? A LE?n::?"h 38.7% 747 Vo4 52.66977641789793,
) . 9 e TeYO | -8.623239339373507
Mhuire Luimneach
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5 :
Toghroinn & Staisitin | Toghcheantar /f Ll Daonra z. . Comhordanaidi
Vétala & Contae s L Schos Léarscaile
[CSO] [CSO]
Cill Liaile A Cathair Vo4 52.66977641789793,
2 lonad Pobail Luimnigh 38.4% 1,455 F5gp -8.623239339373507
Naomh Mhainchin Luimneach -8.636468920307799
Gailinne Laois-Uibh
R42 53.273886962408
3 Scoil Naisiunta Fhaili 37.6% 588 ;
Naomh Cynoc Utbh Ehailf A527 | -7.827572360919667,
Loch Garman
(Uimh. 1 Loch Garman Y35 52.33784866425299,
4 . 37.4% 1,702
Uirbeach) Loch Garman X084 | -6.4711762874463705
Scoil Bhdéthar Eoin
5 Baile Mhic Coiligh | Port Lairge 36.8% 432 X91 52.22580577111883,
SN Mhuire Port Lairge er HF65 | -7.065960607179964
6| Clochorniin | Theseiar | 3es% | ess | T2 | stessazesorny
) e HY44 | -8.480291503190076
Assumpta Corcaigh
7 TogLI:l:rl:gi: o Lﬁ?r;:?gh 36.7% 988 Vo4 52.65640451444483,
SN Bhride Luimneach FN12 [ -8.598404586566131
Baile an Easpaig .
g B Tch‘;r::'f:r 26.6% a1 T12 | 51.878658032658414,
Scoil an Spioraid . e X030 | -8.52865233074282
. Corcaigh
Naoimh
Cnocaén an Corcaigh
Aonaigh B ) , o T23 51.912028438562245,
21 scoil Aiséirf Thuaidh-Lar 36.3% 753 E634 | -8.48407889209046
. Corcaigh
Chriost
. Corcaigh
Baile na mBocht . , o T23 51.911166452776854,
100 sNB Mharcuis | Thuaidh-Lar 35.9% 2846 | popy | .8.45770813627059
Corcaigh
n|  snowem | tiwem | ssex | s | N4 | 5416535037253812,
. e o DK12 | -8140187956149251
Caorthainn Liatroim
Béthar Mhic
12 Mhuiris Port Lairge 35 59 518 X91 52.25674855345074,
Bunscoil Chnoc Port Lairge =0 KH90 -7116800373424116,
Sion
13 Hzﬁlg Iiifalaaillsan La(l);;:ijl;bh 35.3% 153 R42 5313878558317453,
R&tha Utbh Ehailf X471 | -7.807683535266469
1 M°";?\la;r"’:" Ri | port Lairge 34.9% 1305 X91 | 52.24726456601189,
. Port Lairge = ’ Y472 -71134326550447895
tSlanaitheora
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An Ruan Mér
Scoil Speisialta
Naomh I6saef

Port Lairge
Port Lairge

34.4%

790

X91
EO30

52.25433545186891,
-7126471202261946

Tabla 3: Staisiuin Vétdla i dToghranna ina raibh na Ratai Curamairi Tuairiscithe is Airde

An Carn An Clar 710, 46 V95 | 53.037817858577505,
SN an Chairn An Clar e YA22 | -9.075235972786382
Ath an
Bhrdnaigh gﬁaéﬂif:,ifhh 405, g Y34 | 52.393909440668665,
Halla Parsiste | Chainnigh I TK33 | -6.962794714384631
Ros Bearrcon 9
Bfoar:azeggb“a"if’r Maigh Eo 7% 50 F26 54.30619977149281,
Bhéal Deirg Mor | Maigh E0 S KXV6 | -9.5580945588407,
An Choilleach Ros Com&in-
lonad CLG oy 14.4% 208 H53 | 53.336946558151475,
Phadraig Mhic | o >°C % e E398 | -8154500579286546
Phiarais
LBa:I:I?aC:h La‘;‘::i:;bh 1439 o1 R32 | 53.004996210805785,
SN Chamrois L aois =R YEF6 -7.592052631084584
N”;‘,flhc"";na" An Clar .59 » V95 | 52.989580141532954,
R An Clar 27 EY90 | -9.221214006556536,
Binn an Choire
Seanscoil Gaillimh Thiar 13.2% 219 H91 53.46445042655767,
Naisidinta Shraith Gaillimh e AE65 | -9717092594525067,
Salach
Baile Ui Corcaigh
Uallachain . ) . P51 | 52158363482627244,
SN an Bhéthair Th'(?c')lgi”ar:dh 13.2% 295 RY99 -9.07174011705574
Bhuf g
An Chathair La‘:;:i‘:;bh 13,00 08 R32 52.95521503041821,
SN an Phaidhc o D% CKI5 | -7.554390024359899.
Ardach Maigh Eo 12,99 265 F26 54124711944274566,
SN Ardach Maigh Eo o DK19 -9.23293200932157
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C“slr\??:f]ﬁ;?:" Maigh Eo 89 09 F28 | 53.76337372155201,
Conrbin Maigh Eo -S% T189 | -9.800068139976263,
An Mas .

N Ch DinnanGall | ., — FO4 |54.830959059046485.
Chainmigh Ddn na nGall 27 Ccx21 | -8.346165992148036
Cé','\lpl\rl‘aa:r’;'lg An Mhi Thiar | . . 243 NO1 53.51184753600313,
Chainmih An larmhi A HOO3 | -7.397157063782786
Cill Dhuibh Shiaeach.

Dhdin Liagtroim 1239, 76 F52 54.07247644511274,
lonad Pobailna | g2 0 3% K663 | -8.282422952202749
Coille Uachtarai 9

Baile Artuir Corcaiah

Halla Cathrach Thoi? 12.3% 375 P67 52.26789451945669,

Bhaile oot 3% CCco5 | -8.271857445771058

Mhistéala 9

Tabla 4: Stadisitin Vétala i dToghranna i mBaile Atha Cliath ina Raibh Lion na Vétalaithe Iseal

e E‘Zéﬁiff' ? cn::r:lié?rt T’:Zile 50.5% 4537 | DPO7 | 53:35476632348695,
Moo iha Cliatt HF10 | -6.2674629154333115
Ar'lrr?:;:jhha" C|i::r:li£rt rE‘aé::me 27.5% 6749 | DO | 53.3512832801371,
Scoil Caoimhin Atha Cliath YT29 | -6.257968210043339
Muinseo B Baile Atha
inse Cliath Lair . DO1 | 53.3572082086959,
St.Brigid's Day | g o Atha 34.1% 4537 | kyos | -6.257616478673871
Nursery .
Cliath
Cé Arann B ?:E:th::: o7 | 53:35264899383881,
SN Naomh ath 36.4% 1784 -6.2828903022514915
Stanhone Baile Atha DY60
P Cliath
Baile Atha
Cz%m“adoami Cliath Lair 26 59 3589 | DO7 | 53.35057290240467,
. Baile Atha = ’ P529 | -6.276749435707641
Phail Cliath
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Rotunda A Baile Atha
Scoil Caoimhin Cliath Lair 371% 6.528 DO1 53.35128328011371,
Stdisiun céanna le Baile Atha e ’ YT29 | -6.257968210043339
hUimh 2 Cliath
S )
Baile Atha 39.6% (Baile
Dibéthar Cliath Fine | _/\tha Cliath
SN Tobar Gall Thiar Thiar Thuaidh) 8931 K67 53.43041654555986,
. L« 48.5% (Baile ’ PESO |-6.3007841370200275
Mhairéide Baile Atha < .
Cliath Atha Cliath
Fine Gall)
Baile Atha
Cionn Saile Cliath Fine D17
FP52 | 53.42082756429663
. ) . o, ’
Halla Salj Nioclas Ga.II T[\ow 49.5% 11,470 (go -6.176035270986604
Mhiora Baile Atha arbh)
Cliath 9
Cuan Bhaile
Coill an Phriéra C* AtT';‘au;'c'l":h 0.5 sgas | D77 |53401715602368256,
SNS Dharndal I = ’ CK81 -6.193086769976132
Baile Atha
Cliath
Baile Atha
BS?\:I:nM Su?gfaf:l CI‘:‘it:a-ircrI‘rI\ar 48.9% 4,273 D1t 53.395767123869156,
.p I =R ’ N207 | -6.270208042463925
Naoimh Baile Atha
Cliath
Péirc an Baile Atha
. . Cliath Thiar o D20 53.34994943999179,
Fhionnuisce 2 Baile Atha 30.4% 1465 | 1v72 | -6.336261845515446
Ospidéal Mhuire .
Cliath
Baile Bhlainséir- Baile Atha
Mullach Eadrad Cliath Thiar 376% 4219 D15 53.405653614762365,
. Baile Atha =R ’ DD40 | -6.392144523409186
SN Thobar Muire ]
Cliath
SNS Mhuire g Cliath Thiar 376% 3343 D15 53.40432344088769,
L Baile Atha =7 ’ PH93 -6.424745893946317
Mhathair an .
. . Cliath
Dodchais
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Baile Atha
Tamhlacht- Cliath Thiar
Fothair Chardain Theas 46.1% 1335 D24 53.2867495199334,
SN Naomh L« e ’ XN24 -6.404462669550795
Aodain Baile Atha
Cliath
Baile Atha
Tigh Brédain C"atgzi?‘th an 45.8% oss | D16 | 5327535359361609,
SN Mhuire L e CX60 -6.256968055865242
Baile Atha
Cliath
i taegrre oin gt | LT s s ammnsrenca
O% R
SN Dhoiminiceach Cliath V2p2 -6.137904743709612
Cuan Bhaile
Ar-(l:-lii‘:lzz::‘l; B At:'::alllsath 33.3% 1,021 DO2 53.336236626872896,
Scoil Chaitriona Baile Atha H365 -6.246286593879802
Cliath
Toghroinn Cuan Bhaile
Chaoimhin A“}‘;“eca"'s""th 25 0% s 5, | DO8 | 53.33363446001539,
Bunscoil CBS L i ’ R283 -6.268276908734838
Sraid Svnae Baile Atha
yng Cliath
Cuan Bhaile
Cel::aﬁcglr:lar:: ® Atr':'::é::‘th 43.7% 1,989 DO 53.3354411128342,
A7 s
()gtheagmhéla Baile Atha XF76 -6.2671477719296975
Cliath
Péirc an Baile Atha
Fh"’lr(')::'gce 1 Cllatrli-a',l':Ieas- 13.0% 1465 | DO8 | 53.346252001148216,
Ramhaiochta na Baile Atha EF83 -6.321088575921979
Cathrach Cliath
, Baile Atha
Ce na Cliath Theas-
gCeannaithe B Lar 36.5% 4343 D08 53.341434258703714,
CBS Shraid San o2 e ’ FE83 -6.273399928953108
Proinsias Baile Atha
Cliath
Baile Atha
gCe::\eng;he F Cllatr:.;'rl!"eas- 37.5% 2,328 Do8 53.33310566770014,
SN Chaitriona Baile Atha YRE6 -6.283234246766526
Cliath

Y



Tamhlacht-Rath
Miontain
lonad Pobail
Rath Miontdin

Baile Atha
Cliath Thiar
Theas
Baile Atha

Cliath

45.8%

18125

D24
NVO6

53.28272418696748,
-6.401548818616015

Coill an Phridra C*

Nior tugadh cuairt ar SN Mhuire Gan Smal.

Baile Munna B*
Nior tugadh cuairt ar SN an Spioraid

Naoimh.

Tabla 5: Staisiuin Votala i Larionaid Uirbeacha Mhoéra Eile

Toghroinn San | - liimh Thiar
Nioclis Gailimh | Gailimh (40) | 85,910 H91 |53.275764683878755,
Scoil An Linbh : RX32 | -9.053809305097793
losa
An ;:‘:':he Gaillimh Thiar | . 0o 85010 HO91 | 53.274222299448609,
. y Gaillimh ’ FV48 | -9.062655161563047
Scoil Chroi losa
Geata Shraid na
gCapall Ld Droichead 44135 A92 53.71115540872472,
Scoil Néisidnta Ld Atha (6U) ’ FD60 | -6.359892119454248
Gharran Bal
T‘I’&’::’r':" Lu Droichead |, 1o A92 | 53.71096148350811,
. Ld Atha (60) ’ DD39 | -6.3748013998754685
SN Naomh Eoin
Dun Dealgan
(lﬂi’;‘:‘a;h Lu Dun 3112 A91 | 54.00456238444265,
' Ld Dealgan (74) ’ W20C | -6.400527800162336
Halla na
Cathrach
Dun Dealgan
%‘i:":ﬁa;)h Ld Din 4311 A91 |54.001330494660365,
=1mn.3) Ld Dealgan (74) ’ N286 | -6.407921263393187
Scoil Naisilunta
na Mainistreach
An Uaimh P .
(Uitbench) An Mhi Thiar | AnUaimh | . oo C15 | 53.64593589653201,
. An Mhi (94) ’ XV20 | -6.686069937926905
SN Flowerfield
Bré Uimh. 1 | Cill Mhantéin | o .\ 33,502 A98 | 53.20705428793694,
SN Pheadair | Cill Mhantdin ’ YHO93 | -6.117594757303721
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Port Laoise
(Tuath)
SN Chnoc Maf

Laois
Laois

Port Laoise

(184)

23,494

R32
EV18

53.03791628020945,
-7.314513050696914

Tabla 6: Staisiuin Voétala i Limistéir Thireolaiocha Eile

An Cabhan | 5, cabhan-
(Virbeach) Muineachan | An Cabhan 78 633 H12 53.99247766227388,
Scoil Chlochar , ’ DR74 -7.356594114259284
P An Cabhan
San Clar
Muinchille An Cabhan- ) H16 | 54.07379562162731,
(Uirbeach) Muineachan | An Cabhan 78,633 P304 7074917628410056
SN Mhichil Naofa An Cabhan ’
2o o Dhubn | ot | s | s5a5 | 261 | stomsrcose
. ) 9 . . ’ PP78 | -6.820998193444684
Coirre Duibhe Muineachan
Carraig
Mhachaire Rois .
(Tuath) I\An:iﬁ::::;; Muineachan 65,288 A8 53.9785411457151,
Teach na mBocht . J ’ E372 | -6.725097009379569
. . Muineachan
i gCarraig
Mhachaire Rois
Ceatharlach Ceatharlach-
R93 52.839224400574125
(Uirbeach) Cill Chainnigh | Ceatharlach 61,968 ) ’
SN Naomh lésaef | Ceatharlach HP99 6.923182801125843
e | e | centatcn | si96s | 53 | seresravmzas
g ’ TON4 | -6.982448764927956
mBreatnach Ceatharlach
C";?;i‘l"::'d Cill Dara cilbara | 2a6977 | W23 | 5334033559789964,
. Cill Dara ’ VR98 -6.55452581448244
Mainistreach
Ma Nuad
Cill Dara . w23 53.3835772118809,
SNC na Cill Dara CillDara | 246,977 | voce | -6.587457574290244
Toirbhearta
An Longfort-
An Chealdrach An larmhi An Lonafort 46751 N39 53.76294352969754,
Scoil Mhuire 9 ’ K263 | -7.833396489979866
An Longfort
An(';s:g:‘)ort AZrli- ‘I):r?rfl?lllit- An Longfort 46,751 N39 53.694304741566214,
SN an Chlochair An Longfort 1925 -/.820077109614682
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Aguisin 4 — Comhfhreagras leis an Aire Darragh O’Brien

Mr. Darragh O’Brien,
Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage,
Custom House,
Dublin 1.
12 April 2024

Dear Minister,

As you are aware, the Electoral Reform Act 2022 assigns a function to An Coimisiun
Toghchdin to prepare and publish Post Electoral Event Reviews - reports on the
administration of the electoral events which include a description of the assistance given by
presiding officers and returning officers to electors, particularly electors with disabilities, at
electoral events.

Members and staff of An Coimisiiin Toghchdin visited almost 100 polling stations in 26
counties across Ireland on 8th March 2024 to observe voting procedures and conditions in
the two referendums.

A report on the polling stations visited is currently being compiled by An Coimisiun
Toghchain and the finalised report will be published and laid before the Houses of the
Oireachtas in compliance with the requirements of the legislation i.e. no later than six
months after 8th March 2024.

However, at its meeting this week, members of An Coimisiuin discussed the review and
agreed that | should write to you about some issues of particular concern which should be
addressed in advance of the June elections.

It was quickly apparent to all of the observer teams that the reality regarding the accessibility
of polling stations, particularly for electors with disabilities, was considerably worse than
initially anticipated when set against accessibility-related statistics and data gathered by

my staff in advance of the visits from local Returning Officers and the Working Group on
Accessible Voting, chaired by your Department.

Poor directional signage on approach routes to polling stations, lack of parking facilities in
urban areas, insufficient parking spaces for electors with disabilities, hazards at building
entrance points, issues in regard to emergency exits and polling booths for wheelchair users
were encountered by An Coimisiuin Toghchdin observer teams on multiple occasions.

Of chief concern, the accessibility of polling stations and polling booths for voters with
physical mobility issues, extending to voters with more severe levels of physical disability
such as wheelchair users requires immediate attention and remedy. Initial conclusions point
to an urgent need for a re-assessment of the polling stations selected for future electoral
events, and/or an upgrade of the existing facilities in polling stations and their surrounds.

To assist An Coimisiun Toghchain in its compilation of the Post Electoral Event Review and
to aid planning for a repeat exercise for the forthcoming June 2024 electoral events, An
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Coimisiun Toghchain will separately continue its engagement with Franchise Section and all
Returning Officers about a number of more technical issues associated with the elections.
I would particularly like to acknowledge their active co-operation and assistance to date.

An Coimisiun Toghchdin will also shortly contact the Working Group on Accessible Voting
to seek its feedback on any aspects of the March 2024 referendums which it considers

necessary to highlight, in addition to any plans or focus which the Working Group may have
in relation to the electoral events in June.

Yours sincerely,

Art O’Leary
Chief Executive, An Coimisiun Toghchain

45



An Roinn Tithiochta,

-

Rialtais Aitiitil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage

An Coimisitn Toghchain
n fune 2024 The Electoral Commission

Mr. Art O’Leary, 19 JUN 20:-
Chief Executive,

An Coimisiun Toghchain,

Dublin Castle,

Dublin 2.

Dear Art,

Thank you for your letter of 12 April regarding the forthcoming Post Electoral Event
Review of the referendums on Family and Care.

The observations of An Coimisitin Toghchain of polling stations’ features relating to
accessibility are timely and welcome and will inform our ongoing work in this area. The
full participation of disabled voters in our democratic processes is essential. Good
progress has been made in this regard in recent years and it is important that this is
maintained.

As you are aware, Returning Officers are independent in the discharge of their
functions, including the selection of polling stations. However, recognising that
disabled people have particular needs, my Department endeavours to ensure that the
voting process is as accessible and inclusive as possible. The Department produces a
Memorandum for the Guidance of Returning Officers and a manual for Presiding
Officers in advance of all electoral events.

In advance of the local and European elections on June 7th, members of the Working
Group on Disability Voting provided suggestions on accessibility guidance in the
memoranda provided to Returning Officers and the manual for Presiding Officers.
These memoranda advise that the selection of polling stations should have regard to the
needs of disabled voters. They also advise that if a polling station traditionally used is
not accessible, consideration should be given to using an alternative accessible venue,
or consideration given to practical ways in which the current venue could be made
accessible. In short, the documents assist Returning Officers and Presiding Officers in
their endeavours to enable full participation by disabled voters. I very much welcome
your planned engagement with Returning Officers in relation to these matters, which
will undoubtedly help ensure greater accessibility outside and within polling stations in
the future.
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You will be pleased to note that in April, my officials facilitated a session between the
National Disability Authority and the Returning Officers. At the meeting, the
representative of the Authority outlined ways in which accessibility for disabled voters
could be enhanced at the forthcoming polls. I understand it was a very engaging
meeting.

Please rest assured that officials in my Department who are on the working group
remain available to engage with An Coimisitn on these issues. I understand that there
has been positive engagement between my officials and your staff to date. If there is any
additional information An Coimisiun requires for its Post Electoral Event Review, my
officials are available to assist.

I look forward to receiving a copy of An Coimisian’s Post Electoral Event Reviews of
the March referendums and the June 7% polls when they have been completed. The aim
making provision for such a review in the Electoral Reform Act 2022, was to identify
what practices could be improved in the administration of electoral events. The first
such review will no doubt benefit our democratic processes.

Thank you once again for bringing these matters to my attention.

Yours sincerely,

*Brien, TD,
r for Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Qifig an Aire Tithiochta, Teach an Chustaim, Baile Atha Cliath, D01 W6X0
Rialtais AitiGil agus Oidreachta Custom House, Dublin, D01 W&X0

Office of the Minister for Housing, T +353 1 888 2403 | minister@housing.gov.ie
Local Government and Heritage www.gov.igfhousing
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Foilsithe ag An gCoimisiun Toghchain,

Mean Fomhair 2024.
ISBN 978-1-911722-09-0

An Coimisiun Toghchain,
Caisléan Bhaile Atha Cliath,
Baile Atha Cliath 2,

D02 X8 X8.

@ElecCommIRL
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