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Options for the constituencies in the North West Region
This paper has been prepared for the information and consideration of the Electoral Commission, in advance of the further consideration of options in due course, when submissions have been received. 
This paper focuses on options for the allocation of two additional seats in a 174 and 178 member Dáil. A further indication is provided as to the variances in each constituency that would result from a different total Dáil membership. 
The options in this paper involve the constituencies in the North West Region which includes the counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo, Galway and Roscommon. 
1. Current position
The 6 counties of Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Mayo, Galway and Roscommon form 6 constituencies for the election of 24 members of the Dáil. The area, with a population of 754,904 is covered by the constituencies of Donegal (5), Sligo-Leitrim (4), Roscommon-Galway (3), Mayo (4), Galway East (3) and Galway West (5).  
The area as a whole would be due 25.64 seats in a 174 member Dáil with a population per seat nationwide of 29,446, and 26.23 seats in a 178 member Dáil with a population per seat nationwide of 28,784.
Table 1 below presents the current position, and shows the populations, seats, and variance figures for each of the constituencies.

Table 1: Existing constituencies in the north-west region in a 174 and 178 member Dáil. 
	Constituency
	2022 population
	Existing seats
	Population per seat
	Number of seats earned
174
	% Variance.

174
	Number of seats earned 178
	% Var. 

178



	Mayo
	131,353
	4
	32,838
	4.46
	+11.52
	4.56
	+14.09

	Galway West
	154,596
	5
	30,919
	5.25
	+5.00
	5.37
	 +7.42

	Galway East
	97,016
	3
	32,339
	3.29
	+9.83
	3.37
	+12.35

	Roscommon-Galway
	92,189
	3
	30,730
	3.13
	+4.36
	3.20
	+6.76

	Sligo-Leitrim
	122,760
	4
	30,690
	4.17
	+4.23
	4.26
	+6.62

	Donegal
	156,990
	5
	31,398
	5.33
	+6.63
	5.45
	+9.08

	Totals:
	754,904
	24
	31,454
	25.64
	+6.82
	26.23
	+9.28


It can be seen in Table 1, that the variance figures for the constituencies are mostly reasonable in a 174 member Dáil, except for Mayo and Donegal which are notably high.  In a 178 member Dáil they are all high or very high.  
2.   OPTIONS 1 & 2 - ADDITION OF TWO SEATS IN A 174 MEMBER DÁIL 
Since the north-west region currently has 24 seats, but has a population which would earn it 25.64 seats in a 174 member Dáil, this paper presents options which involve the addition of two seats to the constituencies in the region. 

Two options are presented for consideration in the context of a 174 member Dáil.  

It can be seen in Table 1, that the constituencies of Galway West and Donegal are both 5-seater constituencies, and therefore it is not possible to add any seats to them directly without some degree of splitting and reconfiguration.  This leaves the other four constituencies of Mayo, Sligo-Leitrim, Roscommon-Galway and Galway East which have 4, 4, 3 and 3 seats, respectively, where seats can be added directly. 
Accordingly, there are six possibilities for the addition of two seats across four constituencies:  

One to Mayo and one to Galway East; 

One to Mayo and one to Roscommon-Galway; 

One to Mayo and one to Sligo-Leitrim; 

One to Sligo-Leitrim and one to Roscommon-Galway; 

One to Sligo-Leitrim and one to Galway East; 

One to Roscommon-Galway and one to Galway East; 

The approach taken in developing the options presented is to add a seat to the constituency of Mayo and also one to Galway East, in the case of both options. The addition of two seats to the area of the constituencies of Roscommon-Galway or Sligo-Leitrim was considered to be less optimal. 
The Sligo-Leitrim constituency currently extends over all or part of 4 counties; Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim and Roscommon. If a seat was added to this constituency, this could have further effects on breaches in the counties of Donegal and or Roscommon, or, potentially, Mayo.  
The area of the Roscommon-Galway constituency has a relatively low population density and therefore covers an unusually large geographical area for the number of seats it contains. The addition of a seat here would further exacerbate this situation.

EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 1 – Option 1 illustrates the population transfers in Option 1, while EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 2 – Option 1 shows the new constituencies as a whole in Option 1. 
EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 3 – Option 2 illustrates the population transfers in Option 2, while EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 4 – Option 2 shows the constituencies as a whole in Option 2. 
Option 1 – Summary 

It is proposed to add a seat to the Mayo constituency, and a seat to the Galway East constituency.  

The transfers involved would be as follows: 

· All of the portion of County Mayo in the Galway West constituency is transferred to the Mayo constituency.
· The portion of north County Roscommon which is in the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim is transferred to the constituency of Roscommon-Galway; 

· A large portion of County Galway which is in the constituency of Roscommon-Galway is transferred to the constituency of Galway East. 
Details of the electoral divisions transferred are set out in Tables 1A, 2A, 3A and 8A of the Appendix. 
Table 2 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from Option 1.  
Table 2: Data for north-west region constituencies in Option 1 

	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Mayo
	137,231
	4.66
	5
	27,446
	-6.79

	Galway West
	148,718
	5.05
	5
	29,744
	1.01

	Galway East
	113,305
	3.85
	4
	28,326
	-3.80

	Roscommon-Galway
	84,423
	2.87
	3
	28,141
	-4.43

	Sligo-Leitrim
	114,237
	3.88
	4
	28,559
	-3.01

	Donegal
	156,990
	5.33
	5
	31,398
	6.63

	Totals: 
	754,904


	25.64
	26
	29,035


	-1.40




Option 2 – Summary 

Option 2 proposes the same addition of a seat to the Mayo constituency, and a seat to the Galway East constituency. 
The transfers involved are the same as presented in Option 1 along with the following additions: 

· A portion of County Galway in the Galway East constituency is transferred to the Mayo constituency.
· The portion of south County Donegal which is in the constituency of Donegal is transferred to the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim. 
Details of the electoral divisions transferred are set out in Tables 1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A and 8A of the Appendix. 
Table 3 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from the Option 2.  

Table 3: Data for north-west region constituencies in Option 2 

	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Mayo
	140,213
	4.76
	5
	28,043
	-4.76

	Galway West
	148,718
	5.05
	5
	29,744
	1.01

	Galway East
	110,323
	3.75
	4
	27,581
	-6.33

	Roscommon-Galway
	84,423
	2.87
	3
	28,141
	-4.43

	Sligo-Leitrim
	115,585
	3.93
	4
	28,896
	-1.87

	Donegal
	155,642
	5.29
	5
	31,128
	5.71

	Totals: 
	754,904


	25.64
	26
	29,035


	-1.40




3.  OPTION 3 – ADDITION OF Two SEATS IN A 178 MEMBER DÁIL
In this option, all of the constituencies are changed.  However, certain elements are the same as in Option 1 presented above.  These include the part of the Galway West constituency in County Mayo moving to the constituency of Mayo.  

The approach taken in developing this option is to add a seat to the constituency of Mayo, and to split the existing constituency of Donegal into two 3-seat constituencies of Donegal North and Donegal South, and add a seat.  

Some transfers are required from Sligo-Leitrim, Roscommon-Galway and Galway East in order to bring the variances into a reasonable range in each case.  

EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 5 – Option 3 illustrates the new constituencies population transfer in Option 3, while EC 2.7 – North West Region – Map 6 – Option 3 shows the constituencies as a whole. 
The transfers involved are as follows:

· All of the portion of County Mayo in the Galway West constituency is transferred to the Mayo constituency.
· A portion of County Galway in the Galway East constituency is transferred to the Mayo constituency.
· The portion of southern County Donegal which is in the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim is transferred to the new constituency of Donegal South. 
· A portion of Galway County in the Roscommon-Galway constituency is transferred to the Galway East constituency.
Details of the electoral divisions transferred are set out in Tables 3A, 5A, 6A and 7A of the Appendix. 
Table 4 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from Option 3.  

Table 4: Data for north-west region constituencies in Option 3 
	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Mayo
	146,769
	5.10
	5
	29,354
	+1.98

	Galway West
	148,718
	5.17
	5
	29,744
	+3.33

	Galway East
	89,479
	3.11
	3
	29,826
	+3.62

	Roscommon-Galway
	90,188
	3.13
	3
	30,063
	+4.44

	Sligo-Leitrim
	113,429
	3.94
	4
	28,357
	-1.48

	Donegal South
	83,108
	2.89
	3
	27,703
	-3.76

	Donegal North
	83,213
	2.89
	3
	27,738
	-3.63

	Totals: 
	754,904
	26.23
	26
	29,035
	+0.87


4.
DETAILED ANALYSES 
Donegal

Historical perspective
From 1923 to 1935 county Donegal formed one 8 seat constituency.  In 1935 the county was divided into a 4 seat East Donegal constituency and a 3 seat West Donegal constituency.  No change was made in the 1947 revision. In 1962 the county was divided into two 3 seat constituencies – North-East Donegal and South-West Donegal. In the 1969 revision there was some transfer of population between the two constituencies and part of Leitrim was included in South-West Donegal.  In the 1974 revision county Donegal (excluding 5EDs which were transferred to the Sligo-Leitrim constituency) formed a 5 seat constituency. 
In the 1980 revision the county was divided into the two 3 seat constituencies of Donegal North-East and Donegal South-West. There was no change in 1983, 1990, 1995 and 1998. In the 2005 and 2009 revisions there was a transfer of population between the two constituencies to balance average representation between them. In the 2013 revision 9EDs in the south of the county were transferred to the Sligo-Leitrim constituency and the remainder of the county formed the 5 seat constituency of Donegal. In 2016 the Donegal Constituency remained unchanged.
Submissions 

As of [DATE] no submissions have been received in respect of the county of Donegal or the Donegal constituency.
Analysis

Between 2016 and 2022 the population of county Donegal increased by 7,566 (6.83%) to 166,321.  

The existing 5 seat Donegal constituency has a population of 156,990 and an average population per TD of 31,398 giving a variance of +6.63% - see Table 1.   The constituency comprises the county of Donegal except for 9EDs, with a population of 9,331, which are in the Sligo-Leitrim constituency.  The return of those EDs to the Donegal constituency would result in a much higher variance of 12.97% and it would present difficulties for the Sligo-Leitrim constituency, no change is recommended for the Donegal constituency.  
Options 

The recommendation set out in Option 1 for the Donegal constituency is no change. This would give the constituency a variance of +6.63.  

Option 2 presents the transfer of 4 EDs from Donegal to Sligo-Leitrim. Pettigoe, Grousehall, Templecarn and Laghy with a total population of 1,348 would give Sligo-Leitrim a variance of -1.87% while reducing Donegal’s variance to +5.71%. – see Table 3.
Option 3 presents a very different scenario in comparison to Option 1 and 2. With a 178 member Dáil the variance figure for Donegal is much higher at +9.08%- see Table 1.  It is recommended to have the current constituency of Donegal split into two 3 seat constituencies Donegal North and Donegal South. This would allow for more reasonable variances and would require the transfer of the portion of Donegal county in the Sligo-Leitrim constituency to the new Donegal South Constituency. These two Donegal constituencies would be contained in Donegal county removing the county breach. An even spilt of county Donegal gives the constituency of Donegal North a variance of -3,63% and Donegal South a variance of -3.76%
Sligo-Leitrim

Historical perspective

In 1923 the counties of Sligo and Leitrim were joined to form a 7 seat constituency. In 1935 the area was divided into the 3 seat constituency of Leitrim comprising the county of Leitrim and part of county Sligo and the 3 seat constituency of Sligo comprising the remainder of county Sligo. In 1947 the two constituencies were joined to form a 5 seat constituency. In 1961 part of county Leitrim was included in the constituency of Roscommon and the balance of the county was joined with county Sligo to form a 4 seat constituency. In 1969 county Leitrim was divided between three constituencies (Donegal-Leitrim, Roscommon-Leitrim and Sligo-Leitrim) each returning 3 members. In 1974 county Sligo, part of county Leitrim and part of county Donegal formed the 3 seat Sligo-Leitrim constituency. The remainder of county Leitrim was joined with county Roscommon to form the 3 seat Roscommon-Leitrim constituency. There was no change in 1983, 1990, 1995 and 1998. In the 2005 revision a 3 seat Sligo-North Leitrim constituency was formed comprising county Sligo and part of county Leitrim and a 3 seat Roscommon-South Leitrim was formed comprising the county of Roscommon with the remainder of county Leitrim. In the 2009 revision a small adjustment was made to this arrangement with the transfer of 11 EDs in county Leitrim from the Roscommon South-Leitrim constituency to the Sligo North-Leitrim constituency. In the 2013 revision the whole counties of Sligo and Leitrim formed a 4 seat constituency with the inclusion of population from south Donegal and population from west Cavan. In the 2016 revision the population in west Cavan was returned to the Cavan-Monaghan Constituency and in addition, 18 EDs were transferred from North Roscommon into Sligo-Leitrim. 
Submissions

At [DATE] no submissions have been received in respect of counties Sligo and Leitrim or the Sligo-Leitrim constituency. 
Analysis

Between 2016 and 2022 the population of county Sligo increased by 4,462 (6.83%) to 69,995. The population of county Leitrim increased by 3,115 (9.74%) to 35,087. Neither county can stand alone as a constituency.  The constituency of Sligo-Leitrim has a 2022 population of 122,760 and a variance of +4.23% in a 174 member Dáil- see Table 1. 
Options 

In both options 1 and 2, 18
 EDs from North Roscommon would return to the Roscommon-Galway constituency placing the whole County of Roscommon within the constituency and thus restoring the breach of the Roscommon county boundary.
In the second option, an additional 4 EDs from Donegal would transfer to Sligo-Leitrim. The EDs of Pettigoe, Grousehall, Templecarn and Laghy contain a total population of 1,348 and their inclusion would give the Sligo-Leitrim constituency a variance of -1.87%.
In Option 3, the Sligo/Leitrim constituency loses the portion of Donegal county within its constituency and reduces the variance figure to -1.48%.  In this option, the breach of the Roscommon county boundary cannot be restored. 
Mayo 
Historical perspective

In 1923 county Mayo was divided into two constituencies, 4 seat North Mayo and 5 seat South Mayo. In 1935 the boundary between the constituencies was adjusted and North Mayo became a 3 seat constituency. In 1947 South Mayo became a 4 seat constituency. In 1961 the boundary between North Mayo and South Mayo was again adjusted; North Mayo continued to return 3 members and part of county Roscommon was added to the 4 seat South Mayo constituency. In 1969 the county was divided into two 3 seat constituencies, East Mayo and West Mayo. In 1974 the boundary between the two constituencies was adjusted and part of county Roscommon was added to East Mayo. 
In the 1980 revision there was some adjustment between the two 3 seat constituencies of Mayo East and Mayo West. There was no change in 1983. In the 1990 revision population from Galway East was added to Mayo East and population from Galway West was added to Mayo West. In the 1995 revision the county of Mayo formed a 5 seat constituency. There was no change in 1998, 2005 and 2009. In 2013 9 EDs in the Ballinrobe area were transferred to the Galway West constituency with the remainder of county Mayo forming a 4 seat constituency. In the 2016 revisions the Mayo EDs in the Galway West constituency were reduced to 6.
Submissions

At [DATE] no submissions have been received in respect of county Mayo or the Mayo constituency. 

Analysis 
Between 2016 and 2022 the population of county Mayo increased by 6,806 (5.22%) to 137,231.  

The constituency of Mayo has a population of 131,353 with a population per TD of 32,831 giving a variance of +11.52% in a 174 member Dáil - see Table 1.  With this increase in population there is scope to add an extra seat to this constituency and return the portion of the County of Mayo in the Galway West constituency to make the constituency of Mayo encompassing of the entire County of Mayo. 
Options
In Option 1 the Mayo constituency gains a seat, becoming a 5 seat constituency. This would bring the variance to -10.78%. Additional transfer of population would be required to improve the variance. This now gives room for regaining the portion of County Mayo in the Galway West constituency. The 6 EDs of Mayo in Galway West are Neale, Kilmaine, Dalgan, Shrule, Houndswood and Cong, amounting to a population of 5,878. This addition to the Mayo constituency brings the variance up to -6.79% allowing the Mayo constituency to consist of the entire County of Mayo.
Option 2 presents the same changes as Option 1 with the addition of two EDs transferred from the Galway East constituency to further improve the variance figure for Mayo. The EDs of Killursa and Headford with a population of 2,982 would give the Mayo constituency a variance of -4.76%. 

Option 3 presents quite similar changes to those of Option 1 and Option 2, with a further increase of transferred population, totalling 13 EDs, to Mayo from Galway East to reduce higher variance figures in the other constituencies. This gives the Mayo Constituency a variance of +1.98%. 
Galway

Historical perspective 
In 1923 Galway constituted a single constituency returning 9 members. In 1935 it was divided into East Galway (4 seats) and West Galway (3 seats), part of the county being included in the Clare constituency. It was divided into three 3 seat constituencies in 1947, West, North and South. In 1961 it was divided into two constituencies West (3 seats) and East (5 seats). In 1969 areas were added from Clare and Roscommon to form two 3 seat constituencies. In 1974 the western part of the county with part of County Clare formed the 4 seat West Galway constituency and the remainder of the county form the 4 seat East Galway constituency. 
In the 1980 revision West Galway became a 5 seat constituency and Galway East a 3 seat constituency and 9 EDs in the Glenamaddy area were part of the Roscommon constituency. There was no change in 1983. In the 1990 revision except for parts of county Galway in the Mayo East and Mayo West constituencies the county was divided between the 5 seat Galway West constituency and the 3 seat Galway East constituency. In the 1995 revision the whole of Galway was divided between the 5 seat Galway West constituency and a 4 seat Galway East constituency. In the 1998 revision some population was transferred between these two constituencies. There was no change in the 2005 and 2009 revisions. In the 2013 revision the 5 seat Galway West constituency included part of county Mayo, the Galway East constituency became a 3 seater with population being transferred from it to join with county Roscommon to form the new 3 seat Roscommon-Galway constituency. In the 2016 revision a portion of the Galway East constituency went to Roscommon-Galway and a portion of Galway West went to the Mayo and Galway East constituencies.
Submissions

At [DATE] no submissions have been received in respect of county Galway or the Galway West and Galway East constituencies. 

Analysis

The population of Galway City and Galway County is 276,451. Between 2016 and 2022 the population of Galway increased by 17,899 (6.92%). 

The 5 seat Galway West constituency has a population of 154,596, a variance of +5.00% and includes 6 EDs in southeast county Mayo. With the increase in population in Mayo, a proposed extra seat for that constituency would allow for the transfer of these 6 EDs back to Mayo creating a whole County Mayo constituency.  This transfer in population would also give Galway West a variance of +1.01%.
The 3 seat Galway East constituency has a population of 97,016 giving a population per TD of 32,339 and a variance of +9.83%. A sizeable proportion of population can be regained from the Roscommon-Galway constituency which gives scope to add a further seat making Galway East a 4 seat constituency.
Options
The Galway East constituency, as set out in Option 1, would gain an extra seat becoming a 4 seat constituency. A transfer of 32 EDs from the Roscommon-Galway constituency with a population of 16,289 would bring the Galway East constituency population to 113,305 with a variance of -3.8%. 
The portion of Mayo county in the Galway West constituency is transferred to the Mayo Constituency. This gives Galway West a variance figure of +1.01%.
Option 2 presents the same changes as Option 1 with an additional move of 2 EDs from Galway East to Mayo. The EDs of Killursa and Headford with a population of 2,982 would give the Galway East constituency a variance figure of -6.33%.
Option 3 presents the same change in population transfer from Galway West to Mayo, presented in Option 1. As the second seat in the North West Region goes to the new Donegal South Constituency, transfer of population from Galway East to Mayo is require to reduce high variance figures in other constituencies. With these changes the Galway West constituency gains a variance of +3.33% and Galway East gains a variance of +3.62%.
Roscommon

Historical perspective 

In 1923 county Roscommon formed a 4 seat constituency. In 1935 Roscommon became a 3 seat constituency with part of the county transferred to the Athlone-Longford constituency. In 1947 the county was reunited to form a 4 seat constituency. In 1961 the Ballaghadereen area was included in the South Mayo constituency and the balance of Roscommon, together with part of county Leitrim formed a 4 seat constituency. In 1969 parts of Roscommon were included in the North-East Galway and Clare-South Galway constituencies and the remainder of county Roscommon with part of county Leitrim and part of Westmeath formed the 3 seat Roscommon-Leitrim constituency.  In 1974 the Ballaghadereen and Ballinlough areas of county Roscommon were included in the East Mayo constituency and the balance of county Roscommon with the greater part of county Leitrim formed the 3 seat Roscommon-Leitrim constituency. 
In the 1980 revision the county of Roscommon with part of county Galway formed a 3 seat constituency. There was no change in 1983. In the 1990 revision the counties of Roscommon and Longford were joined to form the 4 seat Longford-Roscommon constituency. There was no change in 1995 and 1998. In 2005 the county of Roscommon with part of county Leitrim formed the 3 seat Roscommon-South Leitrim constituency. In 2009 some county Leitrim population was transferred from that constituency to the Sligo-North Leitrim constituency. In the 2013 revision the county of Roscommon with parts of the east of county Galway formed a new 3 seat Roscommon-Galway constituency. In the 2016 revision a portion of North Roscommon was transferred to the Sligo-Leitrim constituency and a portion of Galway East transferred to the Roscommon-Galway Constituency.
Submissions

At [DATE] no submissions have been received in respect of county Roscommon or the Roscommon-Galway constituency. 

Analysis

Between 2016 and 2022 the population of County Roscommon increased by 5,559 (8.63%) to 69,995. 
The current 3 seat Roscommon-Galway constituency has a population of 92,189 giving it a variance of +4.36% - see Table 1. In both Options 1 and 2 it is proposed to have the whole county of Roscommon contained in the Roscommon-Galway constituency. The portion of north county Roscommon in the Sligo-Leitrim constituency is made up of 18 EDs and a population of 8,523. With this transfer in population, the Roscommon-Galway constituency becomes 100,712 with a variance of 14.01%. This variance is far above the acceptable range, but it will allow for the transfer of a portion of Galway county’s population to the Galway-East constituency which is provided with an extra seat in both options. 
Options

Option 1 and Option 2 present the same changes for the Roscommon-Galway constituency. The portion of north county Roscommon in the Sligo-Leitrim constituency made up of 18 EDs and a population 8,523 would be regained in the constituency. A portion 32 EDs with a population of 16,289 is taken from the Galway county part of the constituency and moved into the Galway-East constituency. The population for 3 seat Roscommon-Galway would be 84,423 resulting in a variance of -4.43%. 
A variance within an acceptable range and a constituency border that much more closely follows the Roscommon county border allows for significantly better adherence to guidelines set forth in the terms of reference.
Option 3 presents a minor transfer of 6 EDs from a portion of Galway County in the Roscommon-Galway constituency. This helps reduce the variance to a more reasonable percentage of +4.44%. 
5.
 ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS WITH RESPECT TO TERMS OF REFERENCE  
Table 5: Summary of options 1 and 2 presented with respect to each term of reference in the context of a 174 member Dáil 
	Terms of Reference
	Analysis

	Equality of representation 
	Option 1 gives a variance for Mayo at -6.79% and Donegal at +6.63%. These figures may be considered a little outside of the optimal range.
Option 2 improves these variance figures to some extent although it leaves Galway East with a variance of -6.33%.

	Each constituency shall return 3, 4 or 5 members
	The North West Region contains one 3 seat, two 4 seat and three 5 seat constituencies.

	Avoiding breaches of county boundaries as far as practicable. 
	In Option 1, there are improvements to boundary breaches in all counties. The constituency of Mayo now only contains the county of Mayo. The constituency of Roscommon-Galway contains the whole county of Roscommon. The county Galway breach along the border with Roscommon is greatly reduced. The Sligo-Leitrim constituency contains all of the counties of Sligo and Leitrim with a minor breach into County Donegal and would only extend over three counties instead of four. 
Option 2 presents a new breach in the Galway County border with Mayo and a larger breach in the County Donegal border with Sligo-Leitrim. However, the variances are slightly improved compared to Option 1.

	Each constituency to be composed of contiguous areas 
	Each constituency is composed of contiguous areas. 

	There shall be regard to geographic considerations including significant physical features and the extent of and the density of population in each constituency. 
	The population increase throughout the region allowed for the fixing of county breaches in Option 1. The further breaches laid out in Option 2 are minimal to create more acceptable variances.
The region as a whole has a population increase of 6.39%. The largest variances arose in the Mayo and Galway East constituencies. Therefore, a seat was added to each of these in both options 1 and 2.

	Subject to the (other) provisions the Commission shall endeavour to maintain continuity.  
	In Option 1 a total 30,690 of the population in the North West Region as a whole are transferred to different constituencies, which represents continuity of 95.93%.
In Option 2 a total 35,020 of the population in the North West Region as a whole are transferred to different constituencies, which represents continuity of 95.36%.


Table 6: Summary of option 3 presented with respect to each term of reference
	Terms of Reference
	Analysis

	Equality of representation 
	In Option 3, the variances would range from a low of -3.76% for Donegal South to high of +4.44% for Roscommon-Galway.  They are all well within a reasonable range. 

	Each constituency shall return 3, 4 or 5 members
	There would be seven constituencies in the region, instead of six as at present. These would consist of two 5-seater; one 4- seater and four 3-seater constituencies.  

	Avoiding breaches of county boundaries as far as practicable. 
	In Option 3, the breach in the county of Donegal would be removed, as would the existing breach in the Mayo county boundary.  However, the existing breach in the north of Roscommon county would be retained, the existing breach in the east of county Galway would mostly be retained, and there would be a new breach in county Galway in the hinterland of the town of Headford. 

	Each constituency to be composed of contiguous areas 
	Each constituency is composed of contiguous areas. 

	There shall be regard to geographic considerations including significant physical features and the extent of and the density of population in each constituency. 
	The population increase in the region allows for fixing of the breach in Donegal in Option 3.  However, other breaches are introduced or largely maintained.  

Seats are added to Mayo and Donegal in Option 3, as distinct from Mayo and Galway East in Options 1 and 2. 

The north west region is bounded on much of its eastern side by the Shannon river and constituency boundaries do not cross this significant natural barrier, except in the county of Leitrim. 
The area in Roscommon which has a notably low population density, remains as a 3-seat constituency.  
Over part of its length the Corrib lakes and river form a natural boundary between the constituencies of Galway West and Galway East.  



	Subject to the (other) provisions the Commission shall endeavour to maintain continuity.  
	The population transfer in Option 3 amounts to 20,870. This gives a continuity figure of 97.24%, which is high.  
It should be noted that that figure is based on the assumption that the population in Donegal which is all in the new constituencies of Donegal North or Donegal South maintains continuity, by virtue of the fact that that population is not part of any constituency which is centred on a different county. 


6. EFFECT OF TOTAL DÁIL MEMBERSHIP ON VARIANCES
Options 1 and 2 set out in this paper are developed in the context of a 174 membership Dáil. However, the variance figures will be different if the final total Dáil membership figure is other than 174 and the configurations presented in those options are retained. The variance figures will be lower if the total Dáil membership is lower and vice versa if higher. 
This effect is set out in detail in the tables 7 and 8 below. 
Table 7: Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 1  

	Constituency 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Donegal
	4.79
	5.40
	6.02
	6.63
	7.24
	7.86
	8.47
	9.08
	9.69
	10.31
	10.92

	Galway East
	-5.46
	-4.91
	-4.35
	-3.80
	-3.25
	-2.70
	-2.14
	-1.59
	-1.04
	-0.48
	0.07

	Galway West
	-0.73
	-0.15
	0.43
	1.01
	1.59
	2.17
	2.75
	3.33
	3.91
	4.50
	5.08

	Mayo
	-8.40
	-7.86
	-7.33
	-6.79
	-6.25
	-5.72
	-5.18
	-4.65
	-4.11
	-3.58
	-3.04

	Roscommon-Galway
	-6.08
	-5.53
	-4.98
	-4.43
	-3.88
	-3.33
	-2.78
	-2.23
	-1.68
	-1.14
	-0.59

	Sligo-Leitrim
	-4.68
	-4.12
	-3.57
	-3.01
	-2.45
	-1.90
	-1.34
	-0.78
	-0.22
	0.33
	0.89


Table 8: Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 2  
	Constituency 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Donegal
	3.89
	4.50
	5.11
	5.71
	6.32
	6.93
	7.54
	8.15
	8.75
	9.36
	9.97

	Galway East
	-7.95
	-7.41
	-6.87
	-6.33
	-5.79
	-5.26
	-4.72
	-4.18
	-3.64
	-3.10
	-2.57

	Galway West
	-0.73
	-0.15
	0.43
	1.01
	1.59
	2.17
	2.75
	3.33
	3.91
	4.50
	5.08

	Mayo
	-6.41
	-5.86
	-5.31
	-4.76
	-4.22
	-3.67
	-3.12
	-2.58
	-2.03
	-1.48
	-0.93

	Roscommon-Galway
	-6.08
	-5.53
	-4.98
	-4.43
	-3.88
	-3.33
	-2.78
	-2.23
	-1.68
	-1.14
	-0.59

	Sligo-Leitrim
	-3.56
	-2.99
	-2.43
	-1.87
	-1.30
	-0.74
	-0.17
	0.39
	0.95
	1.52
	2.08


It can be seen in Table 7 that a maximum total Dáil membership of 176, presents a limit on what may be considered an acceptable variance for the Donegal constituency. Corresponding to this, the constituency of Mayo presents a limit of an acceptable variance at 172, minimum membership Dáil. The other constituencies would be within acceptable variance ranges in a wider membership Dáil range.
Table 8 presents a similar result for the constituency of Donegal in a 177 maximum member Dáil and the constituency of Galway East has a limit of an acceptable variance figure at a 172 minimum membership Dáil. 
If there were to be a greater number of seats added to the Dáil, then the North West Region as a whole would earn an extra seat, in addition to the two seats proposed. In this context a further option would need to be developed. Tables 7 and 8 show that this seat would almost certainly be added to Donegal, with that constituency being split. Although, it may be noted that this has been done in the past. 
Table 9: Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 3 
	Constituency 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Galway East
	-0.45
	0.13
	0.71
	1.29
	1.88
	2.46
	3.04
	3.62
	4.20
	4.79
	5.37

	Galway West
	-0.73
	-0.15
	0.43
	1.01
	1.59
	2.17
	2.75
	3.33
	3.91
	4.50
	5.08

	Mayo
	-2.03
	-1.46
	-0.88
	-0.31
	0.26
	0.83
	1.41
	1.98
	2.55
	3.13
	3.70

	Roscommon-Galway
	0.34
	0.92
	1.51
	2.10
	2.68
	3.27
	3.86
	4.44
	5.03
	5.62
	6.20

	Sligo-Leitrim
	-5.36
	-4.80
	-4.25
	-3.70
	-3.14
	-2.59
	-2.04
	-1.48
	-0.93
	-0.38
	0.18

	Donegal South
	-7.54
	-7.00
	-6.46
	-5.92
	-5.38
	-4.84
	-4.30
	-3.76
	-3.22
	-2.68
	-2.13

	Donegal North
	-7.42
	-6.88
	-6.34
	-5.80
	-5.26
	-4.72
	-4.18
	-3.63
	-3.09
	-2.55
	-2.01


It can be seen in Table 9, that the configuration presented in Option 3 in the context of a 178 member Dáil, would work in a scenario where there were anything from 174 to 180 members, in terms of the resulting variances.  Specifically, the Donegal constituencies would have quite low variances of -5.92% and -5.80% in a 174 member Dáil, while on the higher side, the constituency of Roscommon-Galway would have a variance of +5.62% in a 180 member Dáil.   
APPENDIX
Table 1A: Transferred EDs from the Roscommon-Galway Constituency to the constituency of Galway East in Options 1 and 2
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Addergoole
	588

	Annagh
	387

	Aughrim
	577

	Ballinastack
	340

	Ballymacward
	318

	Ballynakill
	643

	Boyounagh
	239

	Caltra
	380

	Carrownagur
	399

	Castleblakeney
	568

	Clonbern
	389

	Clonbrock
	602

	Clontuskert
	221

	Cloonkeen
	345

	Cloonkeen
	492

	Curraghmore
	198

	Dunmore North
	608

	Dunmore South
	889

	Glennamaddy
	923

	Kilconnell
	642

	Killaan
	567

	Killallaghtan
	510

	Killian
	355

	Kiltullagh
	246

	Mount Bellew
	1976

	Mounthazel
	535

	Oatfield
	446

	Raheen
	515

	Scregg
	245

	Shankill
	327

	Templetogher
	420

	Toberadosh
	399

	Total
	16,289


Table 2A: Transferred EDs from the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim to the constituency of Roscommon-Galway in Options 1 and 2
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Aghafin
	138

	Ballyfarnan
	279

	Ballyformoyle
	173

	Boyle Rural
	1767

	Boyle Urban
	1587

	Crossna
	211

	Danesfort
	939

	Keadew
	546

	Kilbryan
	398

	Killukin
	282
	

	Lough Allen
	300
	

	Oakport
	520

	Rockingham
	337

	Rushfield
	399

	Tivannagh
	267

	Tumna North
	174

	Tumna South
	206

	Total
	8,523


Table 3A: Transferred EDs from the constituency of Galway West to the constituency of Mayo in Options 1, 2 and 3
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Cong
	974

	Dalgan
	1158

	Houndswood
	656

	Kilmaine
	1013

	Neale
	868

	Shrule
	1209

	Total
	5,878


Table 4A: Transferred EDs from the constituency of Donegal to the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim in Option 2
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Grousehall
	84

	Laghy
	789

	Pettigoe
	379

	Templecarn
	96

	Total
	1,348


Table 5A: Transferred EDs from the constituency of Galway East to the constituency of Mayo in Options 2 and 3 
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Headford
	1848

	Killursa
	1134

	Total
	2,982


Table 6A: Transferred EDs from the constituency of Galway East to the constituency of Mayo in Option 3 only 
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Beaghmore 
	398

	Belclare
	797

	Donaghpatrick
	586

	Doonbally 
	616

	Foxhall
	670

	Kilbennan
	351

	Kilcoona
	661

	Killeany
	624

	Killeen
	730

	Kilshanvy
	420

	Milltown
	703

	Total
	6,556


Table 7A: Transferred EDs from the Roscommon-Galway Constituency to the constituency of Galway East in Option 3 
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Clontuskert
	221

	Kellysgrove
	401

	Killallaghtan
	510

	Kylemore
	154

	Lismanny
	269

	Oatfield
	446

	Total
	2,001


Table 8A: Remaining Galway County EDs in the Roscommon-Galway Constituency in Options 1 and 2
	Electoral Division
	2022 Population

	Ahascragh
	611

	Ballinasloe Rural
	568

	Ballinasloe Urban
	7289

	Ballymoe
	393

	Ballynakill
	431

	Castleffrench
	522

	Creggs
	354

	Island
	249

	Kellysgrove
	401

	Kilcroan
	600

	Killeroran
	1301

	Killure
	738

	Kylemore
	154

	Lismanny
	269

	Taghboy
	232

	Toberroe
	316

	Total
	14,428


� The ED of Lough Allen contains the population of the ED of Altagowlan. These EDs are combined by CSO for data privacy reasons.
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