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OPTIONS FOR CONSTITUENCIES IN THE NORTH-EAST REGION

This paper has been prepared for the information and consideration of the Electoral Commission, in advance of further consideration in due course, when submissions have been received.  The paper focusses on options for the north-east region, which consists of the six counties of Cavan, Monaghan, Longford, Westmeath, Meath and Louth.  The region contains the five constituencies of Cavan-Monaghan; Longford-Westmeath; Meath West; Meath East, and Louth. 

Options are presented in the context of both a 174 member Dáil and a 178 member Dáil, along with an indication of the effects of higher or lower numbers of seats nationwide on the variances for each constituency in each case.  


1.  CURRENT POSITION 

The north-east region has a total population of 647,903 and currently has 20 seats.  In a 174 member Dáil, the population per seat nationwide would be 29,446, and accordingly, the north-east region would be entitled to 22.00 seats, whereas in a 178 member Dáil the population per seat nationwide would be 28,784 and the region would be entitled to 22.51 seats.  

One option is presented for the region whereby two seats are added in a 174 member Dáil, and two options are presented for the addition of three seats to the region in the context of a 178 member Dáil. 


Table 1 below presents the current position, and shows the populations, seats, and variance figures for each of the constituencies.  




Table 1: Existing constituencies in the north-east region in a 174 and 178 member Dáil. 
	Constituency
	2022 pop.
	Existing seats
	Pop. per seat 
	Number of seats earned 174
	% Var. 
174

	Number of seats earned 178
	% Var. 
178


	Louth
	167,012
	5
	33,402
	5.67
	+13.44
	5.80
	+16.05

	Meath East
	98,662
	3
	32,887
	3.35
	+11.69
	3.43
	+14.26

	Meath West 
	98,935
	3
	32,978
	3.36
	+12.00
	3.44
	+14.57

	Longford-Westmeath
	133,056
	4
	33,264
	4.52
	+12.97
	4.62
	+15.56

	Cavan-Monaghan
	150,238
	5
	30,048
	5.10
	+2.04
	5.22
	+4.39

	Totals: 
	647,903
	20
	32,395
	22.00
	+10.02
	22.51
	+12.55



It can be seen in Table 1, that the region as a whole is entitled to 22.00 seats in a 174 member Dáil and 22.51 seats in a 178 member Dáil.  Accordingly, the first option presented is for the addition of two seats in the context of a 174 member Dáil. In a 178 member Dáil the region as a whole would be entitled to 22.51 seats, which is just closer to three than to two, so the second and third options are for the addition of three seats to the region. 


2.  OPTION 1 – ADDITION OF TWO SEATS IN A 174 MEMBER DÁIL 

In this option, all of the constituencies are changed. Although, it should be noted that the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan could be left unchanged since its variance is acceptable.  However, by making a change it would be possible to restore the breach in the county of Meath, and this is the approach taken. 

It can be seen in Table 1, that the constituencies of Cavan-Monaghan and Louth are both 5-seater constituencies, and therefore it is not possible to add any seats to them directly, without splitting and re-arranging. This leaves the other three constituencies of Longford-Westmeath, Meath West and Meath East which have 4, 3 and 3 seats, respectively, where seats can be added directly. 

Accordingly, there are three potential combinations possible for the addition of two seats across three constituencies: 
One to Meath East and one to Longford-Westmeath; 
One to Meath West and one to Longford-Westmeath; 
One to each of the Meath constituencies. 

The approach taken in developing this option is to add a seat to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath and also one to Meath East.  The addition of two seats to the area of the County of Meath was considered to be less optimal, since this would not allow for the restoration of the existing breach in the boundary of the county of Westmeath by the Meath West constituency. 

The electoral divisions transferred in Option 1 are shown on EC – 3.4 – North East Region – Map 1 – Option 1.jpg, with black arrows showing the direction of transfer, and the final appearance of the constituencies is shown on EC – 3.4 – North East Region – Map 2 – Option 1.jpg. 

The transfers involved are as follows: 

· One electoral division of the two in County Meath which are in the Louth constituency is transferred to the Meath East constituency; Population 11,474. 
· The portion of County Meath which is in the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan is transferred to the constituency of Meath East;  7 EDs, Population 4,205. 
· All of the eastern part of County Westmeath which is in the constituency of Meath West is transferred to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath. 19 EDs, Population 9,418. 

Detailed tabulations of the electoral divisions transferred along with their populations are presented in Tables 1A, 2A and 3A in the Appendix. 

Table 2 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from the transfers and additional seats proposed for Option 1.  


Table 2:  Option 1 – Data for north-east region after transfers – 174 members 
	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	
Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Louth
	155,538
	5.28
	5
	31,108
	+5.64

	Meath East
	114,341
	3.88
	4
	28,585
	-2.92

	Meath West 
	89,517
	3.04
	3
	29,839
	+1.34

	Longford-Westmeath
	142,474
	4.84
	5
	28,495
	-3.23

	Cavan-Monaghan
	146,033
	4.96
	5
	29,207
	-0.81

	Totals: 
	647,903
	22.00
	22
	29,450
	+0.02





3.  OPTION 2 – ADDITION OF THREE SEATS IN A 178 MEMBER DÁIL 

In this option, all of the constituencies are changed.  However, certain elements of the transfers are the same as in Option 1 presented above.  These include the part of northern county Meath in the Cavan-Monaghan constituency and the eastern part of county Westmeath.  

The approach taken in developing this option is to add a seat to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath, add one seat to Meath East, and to split the existing constituency of Louth into two 3-seat constituencies of Louth North and Louth South, and thereby adding a seat to the area of the existing constituency of Louth.  

Some transfers are required from Meath West to Meath East in order to bring the variances into a reasonable range for each.

The electoral divisions transferred in Option 2 are shown on EC – 3.3 – North East Region – Map 3 – Option 2.jpg, with black arrows showing the direction of transfer, with the constituencies’ final appearance shown on EC – 3.3 – North east Region – Map 4 – Option 2.jpg. 


The transfers involved are as follows: 

· The portion of County Meath which is in the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan is transferred to the constituency of Meath East; 7 EDs, Population 4,205. 
· All of the eastern part of County Westmeath which is in the constituency of Meath West is transferred to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath. 19 EDs, Population 9,418. 
· There are transfers of 6 of electoral divisions from Meath West to Meath East. Population 6,842. 
· The existing constituency of Louth is divided almost evenly into a new Louth North and a new Louth South constituency.  These are both 3-seat constituencies, so the area of Louth gains one seat.  

Detailed tabulation of the electoral divisions transferred along with their populations is presented in Tables 1A, 2A and 4A, in the Appendix. 

Table 3 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from the transfers and additional seats proposed for Option 2. 


Table 3:  Option 2 – Data for north-east region after transfers – 178 members 

	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	
Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Louth North
	83,000
	2.88
	3
	27,667
	-3.88

	Louth South 
	84,012
	2.92
	3
	28,004
	-2.71

	Meath East
	109,709
	3.81
	4
	27,427
	-4.71

	Meath West 
	82,675
	2.87
	3
	27,558
	-4.26

	Longford-Westmeath
	142,474
	4.95
	5
	28,495
	-1.00

	Cavan-Monaghan
	146,033
	5.07
	5
	29,207
	+1.47

	Totals: 
	647,903
	22.51
	23
	28,170
	-2.13





4.  OPTION 3 – ADDITION OF THREE SEATS IN A 178 MEMBER DÁIL 

This option is essentially similar to Option 2 set out above, in that seats are added to the Longford-Westmeath and Meath East constituencies, while the Louth constituency is split into two 3-seaters, involving the addition of one seat to that area.  The only difference between Options 2 and 3 is in the configuration of the constituencies of Meath West and Meath East.  There is no difference for the constituencies of Cavan-Monaghan, Longford-Westmeath, Louth North or Louth South between Options 2 and 3. 

Option 3 provides for a reconfiguration of the Meath area, with more focus in the Meath East constituency on the heavily populated areas to the centre, east and south-east of the county.  

The electoral divisions of Navan Urban and Navan Rural would be transferred from the constituency of Meath West to the constituency of Meath East, while there would be a concomitant transfer from Meath East to Meath West.  

The electoral divisions transferred in Option 3 are shown on EC – 3.3 – North East Region – Map 5 – Option 3.jpg, with black arrows showing the direction of transfer, and the final configuration of constituencies is shown on EC – 3.3 – North East Region – Map 6 – Option 3.jpg

The transfers involved are as follows: 
· The portion of County Meath which is in the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan is transferred to the constituency of Meath West.  This is different from Options 1 and 2 where the area is transferred to Meath East; 7 EDs, population 4,205. 
· All of the eastern part of County Westmeath which is in the constituency of Meath West is transferred to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath; as in Options 1 and 2; 19 EDs, population 9,418. 
· The electoral divisions comprising the area of the town of Navan are transferred from Meath West to Meath East; Two EDs, population 35,488. 
· There are transfers of 16 electoral divisions in the north-eastern part of County Meath from the constituency of Meath East to the constituency of Meath West. This approximately includes the area running from the town of Kells over to Slane. 16 EDs, population 19,830. 
· The electoral divisions of Kilmore and Rodanstown in the southern part of County Meath are also transferred from Meath East to Meath West.  2 EDs, population 3,781. 

Detailed tabulation of the electoral divisions transferred along with their populations is presented in Tables 1A, 2A, 5A and 6A in the Appendix. 

Table 4 below presents the data relating to numbers of seats, and variances that would result from the transfers and additional seats proposed for Option 3. 

Table 4:  Option 3 – Data for reconfigured Meath constituencies – 178 members 
	Constituency
	2022 population
	Number of seats earned
	
Seats
	Population per seat
	% Variance

	Louth North
	83,000
	2.88
	3
	27,667
	-3.88

	Louth South 
	84,012
	2.92
	3
	28,004
	-2.71

	Meath East
	110,539
	3.84
	4
	27,635
	-3.99

	Meath West 
	81,845
	2.84
	3
	27,282
	-5.22

	Longford-Westmeath
	142,474
	4.95
	5
	28,495
	-1.00

	Cavan-Monaghan
	146,033
	5.07
	5
	29,207
	+1.47

	Totals: 
	647,903
	22.51
	23
	28,170
	-2.13













5.  DETAILED ANALYSES 

Louth 

Historical perspective 
From 1923 to 1961 the County of Louth formed a 3-seat constituency.  In 1961 part of the northwest of the county (7 electoral divisions and part of another) was included in the Monaghan constituency and the remainder formed a 3-seat Louth constituency.  This continued until 1974 when 3 electoral divisions (EDs) from the southeast of county Monaghan were added to Louth which at that point became a 4-seat constituency.  The rest of county Monaghan was included in a 5-seat Cavan-Monaghan constituency.  In 1980, the county of Louth in its entirety became a 4-seat constituency.  There was no change in 1983, 1990, 1995, 1998 or 2005.  In 2009, two EDs from county Meath (Julianstown and St. Mary’s (part)) were added to Louth which received an extra seat to become a 5-seat constituency.  There was no change in the 2013 revision, and no change in the 2016 revision. 

Submissions 
As of    [ DATE ]    no submissions have been received in respect of the county of Louth or the Louth constituency. 

Analysis 
The population of the Louth constituency has increased by 16,088 (10.66%) to 167,062 between 2016 and 2022.  That population would earn 5.67 seats, with a variance of +13.44% in a 174 member Dáil, or 5.80 seats with a variance of +16.05% in a 178 member Dáil.  Those variances are considerably outside the acceptable range, and so some change must be made to reconfigure the constituency to allow for more reasonable variance. 

Options  
The constituency contains two electoral divisions in the county of Meath, Julianstown, with a population of 11,474, and St. Mary’s with a population of 16,438.  St. Mary’s electoral division contains some parts of the town of Drogheda itself, while Julianstown is a little further away to the south.  For Option 1, it is proposed to transfer the ED of Julianstown to the constituency of Meath East.  This would reduce the population of the Louth constituency to 155,538, giving a variance of +5.64% in a 174 member Dáil.  While this is a little high, the constituency would be almost coterminous with the county of Louth except for the ED of St. Mary’s and there would be no boundary breaches in Louth.  In addition, the boundary breach in the east of county Meath would be significantly reduced in population and only consist of a single electoral division.  

In Options 2 and 3, the boundary of the Louth constituency is left unchanged, but it is split into two new 3-seat constituencies of Louth North and Louth South.  This would maintain the existing breach in the boundary of the county of Meath.  

Meath 

Historical perspective 
In 1923 the administrative county of Meath formed a single 3-seat constituency.  In 1935 it was joined with the greater part of Westmeath to form a 5-seat Meath-Westmeath constituency.  In 1947 county Meath became a separate 3-seat constituency again.  In 1961, twelve EDs in the south of county Meath were transferred to the 4-seat Kildare constituency and the remainder of county Meath formed the 3-seat Meath constituency.  In 1969 the 3-seat Meath constituency was comprised of the county of Meath along with 9 EDs and part of two others from the northwest of Kildare; while 9 EDs in the northeast of the county were transferred to the 3-seat Monaghan constituency; and 13 EDs from the northwest of the county were transferred to the 3-seat Cavan constituency.  

In 1980, Meath became a 5-seat constituency comprised of the county of Meath and 19 EDs from the Castlepollard-Delvin area of county Westmeath (with the remainder of county Westmeath along with county Longford forming the Longford-Westmeath constituency). There was no change in 1983.  In 1990, the 5-seat Meath constituency was comprised of the county of Meath in its entirety with no boundary breaches. This was continued in the 1995 and 1998 revisions.  In 2005, the two constituencies of Meath East, and Meath West were created, with the latter including a part of the county of Westmeath.  In 2009, 4 EDs were transferred from Meath West to Meath East, and 2 EDs in the east of the county were transferred to the Louth constituency.  There were no changes in 2013.  In the 2016 revision, 7 EDs were transferred from the constituency of Meath East, in the north of the county, to the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan, which gained a seat to became a 5-seater.  Meath East and Meath West both remained as 3-seat constituencies.  

Submissions 
As of  [  DATE  ]  no submissions have been received in respect of the county of Meath or the constituencies of Meath East or Meath West. 

Analysis 
The population of the Meath East constituency has increased by 7,520 (8.25%) to 98,662 between 2016 and 2022.  That population would earn 3.35 seats, with a variance of +11.69% in a 174 member Dáil. 

Options 
In all three options, it is proposed to add a seat to Meath East to make it into a 4-seat constituency.  This would change the variance to -16.23% in a 174 member Dáil, or to -14.31% in a 178 member Dáil, so some population would have to be added to bring it to a reasonable range.  Depending on the desired final variance, this would range from about 13,000 to 19,000.  The addition of the electoral division of Julianstown in the east of the county, with a total population of 11,474 would go a considerable way towards addressing the variance issue, and this is suggested in Option 1.  In options 1 and 2 the electoral divisions in the north of county Meath which are in the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan are transferred to Meath East also.  This adds a further 4,205 of population, giving a total of 15,679 added.  The resulting population would be 114,341 with a variance of -2.92%, for Option 1.  

Option 2 for Meath largely retains the existing overall configuration of the Meath East and Meath West constituencies.  In particular, Kells remains in Meath East and Navan in Meath West.  

In the Option 3 configuration, Navan is located in Meath East, along with Dunshaughlin, Ratoath and Ashbourne.  The major towns of Kells and Trim are in Meath West, along with Summerhill, Oldcastle, and Slane.  This approach potentially provides for a more cohesive geographical perspective for both the Meath East and Meath West constituencies.  

Details of the electoral divisions transferred are presented in the Appendix. 

In all three options it is proposed to add a seat to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath, so this constituency must now be considered in the context of the transfers proposed as set out above.  

Longford-Westmeath 

Historical perspective 
In 1923 the administrative counties of Longford and Westmeath formed one 5-seat constituency.  In 1935, county Longford along with parts of Westmeath and Roscommon formed the 3-seat Athlone-Longford constituency and the remainder of county Westmeath was in the constituency of Meath-Westmeath.  In 1947 Longford and Westmeath were brought together again to form the Longford-Westmeath 5-seat constituency.  

In 1961, Longford-Westmeath became a 4-seat constituency with part of county Westmeath being included in the Kildare constituency.  This area was returned to the 4-seat Longford-Westmeath constituency in 1969, although it may be noted that all of the Athlone urban district west of the Shannon, an area which is in county Westmeath, was included in the Roscommon-Leitrim 3-seat constituency on that occasion. 

In 1974, the counties of Longford and Westmeath in their entirety formed the 4-seat Longford-Westmeath constituency.  In 1980 the Castlepollard-Delvin area of Westmeath was transferred to the constituency of Meath with the remainder of Longford and Westmeath together remaining as a 4-seat constituency.  In 1990 this area was transferred back and the county of Westmeath formed its own 3-seat constituency.  Longford and Roscommon were then joined to form a 4-seat constituency.  

This position remained until the 2005 revision when Longford and Westmeath were brought together again as a 4-seat constituency but with the Delvin area transferring out again to the 3-seat Meath West constituency.  There were no changes subsequently to Longford-Westmeath in the 2009, 2013 or 2016 revisions.  

Submissions 
As of   [  DATE   ]   no submissions have been received in respect of the counties of Longford or Westmeath, or the constituency of Longford-Westmeath. 

Analysis 
The population of the Longford-Westmeath constituency has increased by 12,094 (10.00%) to 167,062 between 2016 and 2022.  That population would earn 4.52 seats, with a variance of +12.97% in a 174 member Dáil.  

Options 
It is proposed to add a seat to this constituency.  The new variance that would result from this would be -9.63%, which would be somewhat outside the acceptable range.  The constituency would require 6,811 of population to be added to increase the variance to -5.00%.  Transfer of all of the area of county Westmeath that is currently in the constituency of Meath West would add 9,418 of population to the constituency.  This would result in variances of -3.23% in a 174 member Dáil or -1.00% in a 178 member Dáil, which are well within the acceptable range.  


This transfer of population is proposed in all three options presented.  It removes the existing large breach in the county of Westmeath, and brings it to a cohesive configuration.  


The final constituency to be considered in this northeast region is that of Cavan-Monaghan.  





Cavan-Monaghan

Historical perspective 
The constituency of Cavan was coterminous with the county of Cavan from 1923 until 1969.  It had 4 seats until 1961, at which time it became a 3-seater.  In 1969, 13 EDs were added from county Meath and it remained a 3-seater.  

The 3-seat constituency of Monaghan was coterminous with the county of Monaghan from 1923 until 1961.  In 1961 county Monaghan along with part of county Louth formed a 3 seat constituency.  In 1969, 9 EDs from county Meath were added to the constituency.  

In 1974, the counties of Cavan and Monaghan (excluding two small areas in Monaghan which were included in the Louth constituency) were joined to form a 5-seat constituency.  In the 1980 revision, the entire counties of Cavan and Monaghan were joined to form a 5-seat constituency.  This remained the case until the 2013 revision when the western portion of county Cavan was transferred to the constituency of Sligo-Leitrim, and Cavan-Monaghan became a 4-seat constituency.  In the 2016 revision the western portion of Cavan was returned to the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan, and 7 EDs in the northern part of county Meath were transferred in to the constituency, while a seat was added to make it a 5-seater.  


Submissions 
As of  [  DATE   ]   no submissions have been received in respect of the counties of Cavan or Monaghan or the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan.  

Analysis 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The population of the Cavan-Monaghan constituency has increased by 20.76% from 124,412 to 150,238 since 2016.  The variance in a 174 member Dáil would be +2.04%.  


Options 
It is proposed to transfer the 7 EDs in the northern part of county Meath out of Cavan-Monaghan to the Meath East constituency in Options 1 and 2, and to the Meath West constituency in Option 3.  This transfer of 4,205 would reduce the population to 146,033 giving a variance of -0.81% which is very close to ideal.  Details of the electoral divisions transferred are presented in the Appendix. 








6.  ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS WITH RESPECT TO TERMS OF REFERENCE  

A summary of Option 1, which is presented in the context of a 174 member Dáil is set out in Table 5 below. 
Table 5: Analysis of Option 1 in 174 member Dáil with respect to each term of reference 
	Terms of Reference 
	Analysis 

	Equality of Representation
	Variances are very good in all the constituencies, although Louth is a little high at +5.64%. 

	Each constituency shall contain 3,4 or 5 members.  
	There would be three 5-seat constituencies, one 4-seater and one 3-seater.

	Avoid breaches of county boundaries as far as practicable. 
	In this proposal there is only one breach of a county boundary in the region – in the eastern part of County Meath.  Option 1 is very close to an ideal solution in respect of this particular term of reference

	Each constituency to be composed of contiguous areas. 
	Each constituency is composed of contiguous areas. 

	There shall be regard to geographic considerations including significant physical features and the extent of and the density of population in each constituency.  
	The region as a whole has had a population increase of +9.60%, with the largest increases in the Louth and Meath East constituencies.  A seat is added to each of Longford-Westmeath and Meath East constituencies in Option 1. 
The region is to a degree bordered on the east by the Irish Sea, and the west by the Shannon river, but within itself it is generally lacking in significant geographical features that would tend to form natural boundaries. 

	Subject to the other terms of references, continuity shall be maintained. 
	All of the constituencies are changed in this proposal.  A total 25,097 of population are transferred to different constituencies, which represents continuity of 96.13% which is comparatively high.  To put this another way, about 25 out of 26 people will remain in the same constituency. 




A combined analysis of Options 2 and 3 with respect to each of the terms of reference is set out in Table 6 below. 



Table 6: Combined Analysis of Options 2 and 3 in a 178 member Dáil with respect to each term of reference 

	Terms of Reference 
	Analysis 

	Equality of Representation
	In both options, variances are good in all of the constituencies in the region


	Each constituency shall contain 3,4 or 5 members.  
	In both options, there would be two 5-seat constituencies, one 4-seater and three 3-seat constituencies.

	Avoid breaches of county boundaries as far as practicable. 
	In both options, there is only one breach of a county boundary in the region – in the eastern part of County Meath.  It only involves two electoral divisions, and is a good solution in respect of this particular term of reference.  Both the Meath East and Meath West constituencies are entirely contained in the county of Meath. 

	Each constituency to be composed of contiguous areas. 
	Each constituency is composed of contiguous areas. 

	There shall be regard to geographic considerations including significant physical features and the extent of and the density of population in each constituency.  
	The region as a whole has had a population increase of +9.60%, with the largest increases in the Louth and Meath East constituencies.  In all three options, a seat is added to Meath East.  
Option 3 is designed to provide a different geographical perspective from Option 2 on the distribution of population within the county Meath with respect to the constituency boundaries.  

	Subject to the other terms of references, continuity shall be maintained. 
	In both Options 2 and 3, all of the constituencies are changed to at least some degree.  In Option 2, a total of 20,465 of population are transferred to different constituencies, while in Option 3 that figure is 72,722. These figures represent continuity of 96.8% and 88.8%, respectively. The Option 2 figure is very good. 
The Option 3 continuity figure does not take into account the change brought about by the splitting of the existing 5-seat Louth constituency into two new 3-seat constituencies, since that population remains in essentially Louth constituencies. 




7.  EFFECT OF TOTAL DÁIL MEMBERSHIP ON VARIANCES 

Option 1 in this paper is developed in the context of a 174 member Dáil. However, should there be a different number of members, then the variance figures will be different.  If there are fewer members, then the variances will be lower, and if there are more members then the variances will be higher.  These effects are presented in detail in Table 7 below.  

Table 7:  Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 1 

	North East 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Louth
	3.82
	4.43
	5.04
	5.64
	6.25
	6.86
	7.47
	8.07
	8.68
	9.29
	9.89

	Meath East
	-4.60
	-4.04
	-3.48
	-2.92
	-2.36
	-1.81
	-1.25
	-0.69
	-0.13
	0.43
	0.98

	Meath West
	-0.41
	0.17
	0.75
	1.34
	1.92
	2.50
	3.08
	3.67
	4.25
	4.83
	5.41

	Longford-Westmeath
	-4.90
	-4.34
	-3.79
	-3.23
	-2.67
	-2.12
	-1.56
	-1.00
	-0.45
	0.11
	0.66

	Cavan-Monaghan
	-2.52
	-1.95
	-1.38
	-0.81
	-0.24
	0.33
	0.90
	1.47
	2.04
	2.61
	3.18

	Region
	-1.71
	-1.13
	-0.56
	0.02
	0.59
	1.16
	1.74
	2.31
	2.89
	3.46
	4.04




It can be seen in Table 7 above that in a 174 seat Dáil, all the variances in the region are good except for that of Louth which is a little high.  Any lower number of seats in the Dáil would leave the variances within the generally acceptable range. 

However, a higher number of seats would mean the variance in the Louth constituency would quickly become relatively high, and the constituency configuration presented would not seem compatible with a number greater than 177, at which point the Louth variance would be +7.47%.  

Thus, it may be noted that the constituency configuration presented in Option 1, might not be compatible with a 178 member Dáil. 

Table 8 below presents the effects in terms of variance of different numbers of seats in the context of Option 2. 


Table 8:  Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 2 
	North East 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Louth North
	-7.66
	-7.12
	-6.58
	-6.04
	-5.50
	-4.96
	-4.42
	-3.88
	-3.34
	-2.80
	-2.26

	Louth South
	-6.54
	-5.99
	-5.44
	-4.90
	-4.35
	-3.80
	-3.26
	-2.71
	-2.16
	-1.62
	-1.07

	Meath East
	-8.46
	-7.93
	-7.39
	-6.85
	-6.32
	-5.78
	-5.25
	-4.71
	-4.18
	-3.64
	-3.11

	Meath West
	-8.02
	-7.49
	-6.95
	-6.41
	-5.87
	-5.33
	-4.80
	-4.26
	-3.72
	-3.18
	-2.64

	Longford-Westmeath
	-4.90
	-4.34
	-3.79
	-3.23
	-2.67
	-2.12
	-1.56
	-1.00
	-0.45
	0.11
	0.66

	Cavan-Monaghan
	-2.52
	-1.95
	-1.38
	-0.81
	-0.24
	0.33
	0.90
	1.47
	2.04
	2.61
	3.18

	Region
	-5.98
	-5.43
	-4.88
	-4.33
	-3.78
	-3.23
	-2.68
	-2.13
	-1.58
	-1.03
	-0.48



It can be seen in Table 8 above that in a 178 seat Dáil, in Option 2, all the variances in the region are good.  Any higher number of seats in the Dáil than 178 would leave the variances within the generally acceptable range.  However, a lower number of seats would mean the variances in the Meath constituencies would quickly become relatively low.  In particular, the configuration presented in Option 2 would be only marginally compatible with a 174 member Dáil, since the Meath East variance would be -6.85%.  

Table 9 below presents the effects in terms on variance of different numbers of seats in the context of Option 3. 

Table 9:  Effect of total Dáil membership on variances in Option 3 
	North East 
	171
	172
	173
	174
	175
	176
	177
	178
	179
	180
	181

	Louth North
	-7.66
	-7.12
	-6.58
	-6.04
	-5.50
	-4.96
	-4.42
	-3.88
	-3.34
	-2.80
	-2.26

	Louth South
	-6.54
	-5.99
	-5.44
	-4.90
	-4.35
	-3.80
	-3.26
	-2.71
	-2.16
	-1.62
	-1.07

	Meath East
	-7.77
	-7.23
	-6.69
	-6.15
	-5.61
	-5.07
	-4.53
	-3.99
	-3.45
	-2.91
	-2.37

	Meath West
	-8.95
	-8.41
	-7.88
	-7.35
	-6.82
	-6.28
	-5.75
	-5.22
	-4.69
	-4.15
	-3.62

	Longford-Westmeath
	-4.90
	-4.34
	-3.79
	-3.23
	-2.67
	-2.12
	-1.56
	-1.00
	-0.45
	0.11
	0.66

	Cavan-Monaghan
	-2.52
	-1.95
	-1.38
	-0.81
	-0.24
	0.33
	0.90
	1.47
	2.04
	2.61
	3.18

	Region
	-5.98
	-5.43
	-4.88
	-4.33
	-3.78
	-3.23
	-2.68
	-2.13
	-1.58
	-1.03
	-0.48




The only difference between Tables 8 and 9 is in the figures for the Meath constituencies.  It can be seen that the variance for Meath West is -5.22%, but would be -7.35% if this configuration was proposed in a 174 member Dáil. 

APPENDIX

Table 1A:  Electoral Divisions and population transferred from the constituency of Cavan-Monaghan to the constituency of Meath East in Options 1 and 2, and Meath West in Option 3. 
	Electoral Divisions 
	2022 population

	Ardagh 
	690

	Carrickleck
	443

	Drumcondra 
	1,384

	Kilmainham
	872

	Moybolgue
	279

	Posseckstown
	191

	Trohanny
	346

	Total:  7 EDs: 
	4,205 




Table 2A:  Electoral Divisions and population transferred from the constituency of Meath West to the constituency of Longford-Westmeath in all three Options. 
	Electoral Division 
	2022 population

	Ballinlough
	174

	Ballyhealy
	326

	Ballynaskeagh
	310

	Bracklin
	271

	Clonarney
	531

	Collinstown
	602

	Copperalley
	268

	Delvin
	1,136

	Faughalstown
	290

	Fore east
	435

	Fore west
	399

	Hilltown
	277

	Kilcumny
	218

	Killua
	1,146

	Killulagh
	492

	Kilpatrick
	247

	Kinturk
	1,470

	Riverdale
	518

	Rosmead
	308

	Total:  19 EDs 
	             9,418




Table 3A:  Electoral Division and population transferred from the constituency of Louth to the constituency of Meath East in Option 1. 

	Electoral Division 
	2022 population 

	Julianstown
	   11,474

	Total:  1 ED 
	   11,474





Table 4A:  Electoral Divisions and population transferred from the constituency of Meath West to the constituency of Meath East in Option 2. 

	Electoral Division 
	2022 population 

	Gallow 
	   1,054 

	Galtrim
	      815 

	Kilmessan 
	   1,842 

	Laracor
	      695 

	Summerhill
	   1,444 

	Teltown 
	      992 

	Total:   6 EDs 
	   6,842 


















Table 5A:  Electoral Divisions and population transferred from the constituency of Meath East to the constituency of Meath West in Option 3 
	Electoral Division 
	2022 population 

	North East Meath: 
	

	Castletown 
	    1,036  

	Ceannanus Mor Rural
	    4,934 

	Ceannanus Mor urban
	    2,224 

	Cruicetown
	       421 

	Donaghpatrick 
	    1,987 

	Grangegeeth 
	       690 

	Killary 
	    1,306 

	Maperath 
	       485 

	Moynalty 
	       662 

	Newcastle 
	       440 

	Newtown 
	    1,023 

	Nobber 
	       814 

	Rathkenny
	       702 

	Slane 
	    1,925 

	Stackallan 
	       753 

	Staholmog 
	       428 

	South County Meath: 
	

	Kilmore 
	    1,907 

	Rodanstown 
	    1,874 

	Total:  18 EDs 
	  23,611 




Table 6A:  Electoral Divisions and population transferred from the constituency of Meath West to the constituency of Meath East in Option 3. 

	Electoral Division 
	2022 population 

	Navan Urban 
	      3,720 

	Navan Rural 
	    31,768 

	Total:   2 EDs 
	    35,488 
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