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Request for Quotation

	Provision of
	[bookmark: _Hlk223011255][bookmark: _Hlk223008346]Research on electoral participation and engagement 
Bye Election for Dublin Central to Dáil Éireann (May 2026) 

	Contracting authority
	An Coimisiún Toghcháin, The Electoral Commission

	Closing date for queries
	3 pm Tuesday 31 March 2026 

	Closing date for application
	3 pm Wednesday 8 April 2026 

	Contact for queries
	Email to research@electoralcommission.ie 

	Formal submission
	Email to research@electoralcommission.ie





[bookmark: _Toc175144863][bookmark: _Toc175228417][bookmark: _Toc175228458][bookmark: _Toc175228689]1. The Electoral Commission 
[bookmark: _Toc175144864][bookmark: _Toc175228418][bookmark: _Toc175228459][bookmark: _Toc175228690]1.1 About
[bookmark: _Toc175144865][bookmark: _Toc175228419][bookmark: _Toc175228460][bookmark: _Toc175228691]An Coimisiún Toghcháin (An Coimisiún), Ireland’s independent Electoral Commission, was established in February 2023 under the Electoral Reform Act 2022. A key statutory function of An Coimisiún Toghcháin is to encourage participation by the public in the electoral and democratic processes in the State. We aim to advance political inclusion in Ireland by ensuring that people are informed, engaged and empowered to participate and engage in electoral and democratic processes. 
An Coimisiún pursues this goal through a variety of methods including by conducting research[endnoteRef:1] on voter turnout and, more specifically, on what influences people to vote or to abstain from voting.  [1:  An Coimisiún is empowered and resourced under the Electoral Reform Act 2022 to conduct research on electoral law and policy and matters relating to the discharge of its functions] 

1.2 Research functions  
Under the Electoral Reform Act 2022 (s.64) an Coimisiún “may commission or conduct research on electoral policy and procedure, including on matters relating to the discharge of its functions under the Act.” Further, under s.65 An Coimisiún is required to develop a Research Programme which sets out the subjects and objectives of such research. The first Research Programme (2024-2026) sets out five strands. 
· Strand A: Longitudinal survey research and data collection
· Strand B: Electoral law, electoral systems and electoral infrastructure 
· Strand C:  Integrity of electoral events
· Strand D: Education, public engagement and inclusion
· Strand E: Blue sky/curiosity-driven research. 
This research project is being conducted under Strand D which aims to inform An Coimisiún in its work to enhance electoral participation and ensure inclusivity in the electoral process.[endnoteRef:2] [2:  An Coimisiún Toghcháin (2024) Research Programme p.18. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc175228422][bookmark: _Toc175228463][bookmark: _Toc175228694]2. Scope of Requirement	
[bookmark: _Toc175228423][bookmark: _Toc175228464][bookmark: _Toc175228695]2.1 Specification of Requirement
In May 2026, a bye-election to Dáil Eireann will be held in the Dubin Central constituency. An Coimisiún is seeking applicants to undertake empirical research that explores influences on voter turnout using this bye-election as a case study with a view to preparing a report that (i) deepens understanding of what explains participation and abstention from voting in electoral events and, thereafter, (ii) gathers further insights into the circumstances surrounding non-voting and in particular habitual non-voting. 
An Coimisiún has issued a similar Request for Quotation (RfQ) for research to be carried out for the Galway West bye-election. The successful applicant will be required to explore opportunities for collaboration, for example on research design and analysis, with researchers awarded the contract for the Galway West bye-election research.  
Applicants may apply for both projects and be awarded both contracts, however applicants should note that proposals will be evaluated and scored separately and awarded under a separate contract (as per section 3 below). 
2.2 Project background  
Studies in Ireland and internationally identify variables that appear to individually and together affect people’s decisions to vote or to abstain from voting. These include socio-economic and demographic variables that capture citizens’ resources (education level, income, employment), variables that capture citizens’ political mobilisation and social capital (e.g. partisan mobilisation, trade union membership, attendance at religious services, membership of societies/associations), spatial factors (rural/urban, housing tenure), cognitive factors such as political information and political interest, and a series of psychological/attitudinal factors such as sense of civic duty, internal and external political efficacy, cynicism and trust.[endnoteRef:3] Within this context, institutional factors – such as the ease of registration, the ease of voting, the voting experience and the type of electoral system and electoral event – can play a role in motivating or facilitating people to cast a vote.  And how and where a citizen sources news may also affect propensity to engage with elections.  [3:  Blais (2023) Cost of Voting and various references, Van DETH, and from Meta analysis ] 

Bearing in mind these variables, explanations for not voting/abstaining are frequently categorised into circumstantial (I was away/had to work/ have caring responsibilities/missed train), voluntary (not interested in politics/it is pointless/I don’t like politicians) or, related to a lack of confidence, knowledge or awareness (don’t know how to vote/nobody ever showed me how to or why to/it’s for other people). Knowing the extent to which each category explains non-voting, and the underlying characteristics and experiences of those who fall into these categories, contributes to the design of initiatives to encourage the engagement of all people in elections.  
2.3 Research Terms of Reference (to be read in conjunction with 2.2 above)
While there is scope for the applicant to design methodology and approach the research will:
(1) Gather data about turnout in the Dublin Central constituency with a view to (i) explaining electoral participation and non-participation, (ii) setting out whether those who abstain do so for primarily circumstantial, voluntary or reasons related to lack of knowledge/ confidence and the extent to which this depends on social context and other characteristics and thereafter (iii) gathering further insights into the circumstances of non-voting and in particular habitual non-voting. This should involve examining turnout trends in other recent elections/referendums in this constituency as well as a specific, in-depth and detailed focus on this bye-election.
In pursuing (1), the research must: 
(2) Engage with, test and build on, existing theories and findings on voter turnout in Ireland and assess their validity and applicability in Dublin Central (summarised at 2.2 above). Additional theories and hypotheses are also welcome.
(3) Be cognisant of the specific political, socio-economic and demographic features of the constituency in question and their relevance to turnout (to assist with this, An Coimisiún has compiled a profile of the Dublin Central constituency. This is available to interested bidders on request from research @electoralcommission.ie  
(4) Take into account that turnout in bye-elections tends to be lower than in general elections, in particular in Dublin constituencies. As such the research should not be limited to enquiring about voting/not voting in the bye-election but also whether if eligible they voted in previous elections and referendums since January 2024.
(5) Undertake primary research, preferably using a mixed-methods approach (see 2.4 below). 
2.4 Methodology & Research Approach
[bookmark: _Toc175228424][bookmark: _Toc175228465][bookmark: _Toc175228696]Applicants should explain why their proposed method is empirically sound and sufficiently robust to reliably meet the terms of reference of the research set out above. While we are open to reviewing all proposed methodological approaches, the approach could for example involve one, or a combination of, the below options. 
· Representative survey (possibly over-sampling areas where prior evidence suggests a low turnout) 
· Representative survey as above followed by qualitative research (e.g. interviews, focus groups etc.) with sample 
· Probabilistic, quasi probabilistic or another purposeful approach to identify sample for qualitative research.    
Regardless of approach, applicants would need to take account of the established tendency internationally and in Ireland for there to be higher reported turnout in electoral research than turnout in the population (whether because of social desirability bias or sample profile) and set out how they would account for this.
2.5 Deliverables
· Draft of final methodological approach for approval and agreement 
· Updates on progress with empirical research (agreed on commencement) 
· A research paper which presents the empirical data and uses it to address the terms of reference set out at 2.3 above. The paper should draw conclusions on what explains voting and non-voting and set out any implications for the design of strategies to enhance inclusion.  
· Empirical data in excel or other similar data files All work should be presented in replicable form in line with our Research Integrity and Ethics Policy.  
2.6 Peer Review
[bookmark: _Toc175228427][bookmark: _Toc175228468][bookmark: _Toc175228699]A small peer-review group may be appointed to provide feedback at key milestones of the research. Further detail on this will be shared and agreed with the successful bidders. 
2.7 Researcher/s 
[bookmark: _Toc175228428][bookmark: _Toc175228469][bookmark: _Toc175228700]Applications should clearly identify all persons to be allocated to the project, including any international participant, along with their level of participation. Details in relation to the qualifications and work experience of each person may be provided in the form of a Curriculum Vitae (CV) (no more than two A4 page sides in length) or a concise profile attached to the quotation. 
Applicants must nominate a dedicated lead applicant who will act as the main point of contact for the duration of the Contract. Lead applicants must be employed by a Higher Education Institute (HEI) or Research Performing Organisation (RPO) based on the island of Ireland for the duration of the contract. 
For projects with multiple researchers, the lead applicant’s organisation will be responsible for managing any payments to the project members.
2.8 Timeframe 
As the data gathering must commence immediately after the bye-elections in May 2026, the project design phase should commence in April 2026. It is expected that the final research paper and any associated data files will be delivered within nine months of commencement. An Coimisiún reserves the right to extend the term of the contract by up to six months. 
[bookmark: _Hlk208319026]2.9 Budget and cost criterion
The total value for this project is €49,950, excluding VAT. The amount awarded is all-inclusive and no additional payment is available for expenses or other disbursements.
All personnel associated with this project must be employed by their respective institution for the entire duration of the Contract. If these personnel are employed by a HEI or an RPO, this employment can be either on a full or time-time basis and extends to Ph.D., Postdoctoral and Early Career Researchers (ERC).[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Early career researchers are defined as those who have been awarded their Ph.D. within the last five years. For example, if an applicant was awarded their Ph.D. in November 2024, they would be eligible to apply as an early career researcher until November 2029.] 

Applicants are required to complete the Cost Criterion in the Quotation Response Document (QRD) and should note the following: 
· Payments will be made to the lead applicant’s organisation (see 2.7 above) who is responsible for the project’s overall delivery. For projects with multiple researchers, the lead applicant’s organisation will be responsible for subsequent payments in accordance with the deliverables set out.
· For projects that propose to use research assistants, Ph.D. students or Postdoctoral researchers please use IUA salary scales when estimating the associated costs.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.iua.ie/for-researchers/researcher-salary-scales-career-framework/ ] 

· The maximum university overhead that can be charged for this body of work is 10% of the total value of the contract.
· Travel and subsistence must be inclusive of the overall budget. 
Travel and subsistence fees must by calculated in accordance with: 
1. Department of Public Expenditure and Reform: Circular 17/2022: Domestic Subsistence Allowances. https://www.revenue.ie/en/employing-people/documents/dper-circular-17-2022-domestic-subsistence-allowances.pdf 
2. Department of Public Expenditure and Reform: Circular 07/2017: Subsistence Allowances Abroad. http://circulars.gov.ie/pdf/circular/per/2017/07.pdf
3. Department of Public Expenditure and Reform: Circular 16/2022: Motor Travel Rates.   https://www.revenue.ie/en/employing-people/documents/dper-circular-16-2022-motor-travel-rates.pdf 
If applicable, applicants may include additional line items in the Cost Criterion once these costs are clearly justified in the application. 
All prices quoted must show the VAT exclusive amounts, the VAT amounts, and the overall totals. Prices must be expressed in Euro and will remain open for acceptance by An Coimisiún for a period of 6 months after RfQ closing date. 
As outlined in An Coimisiún’s Research Programme 2024-2026 the delivery of research is be governed by the core public service principles of transparency, accountability and value for money. Applicants are advised to keep this in mind when completing the Cost Criterion. 

[bookmark: _Toc175228429][bookmark: _Toc175228470][bookmark: _Toc175228701]3. Evaluation Criteria
3.1. Suitability (pass/fail criteria) 
An Coimisiún will only consider quotations from competent, financially sound and compliant tenderers. To this end, tenderers are required to read and confirm by way of self-declaration all relevant and required information contained within Part 1 of the Quotation Response Document, including
1. General information, 
2. Tax compliance,
3. Financials and insurance, and
4. Declaration of Bona Fides.

3.2. Award Criteria
The Contract will be awarded based on a quality and cost evaluation as assessed by An Coimisiún, who is not obliged to accept the lowest or indeed any quotation. The following criteria will be applied:
	
	Marks Available
	Minimum Mark

	Skills and experience of Research Team including relevant prior experience and expertise and qualifications 
	300
	180

	Proposed methodology and approach to research demonstrating a thorough understanding of the project requirements as set out in 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 of RFQ document 
	400
	240

	Demonstrative ability to deliver key outputs on time
	100
	60

	Cost 
	200
	N/A


Applications will be evaluated using the following marking system.
Applications must achieve a minimum of 60% of the total marks available for each of the award criteria in order to avoid elimination from consideration. In the event that an application is eliminated due to a failure to reach the 60% threshold in any of the award criteria, then that applicant’s Cost Criterion will not be taken into consideration.
	Weighting 
	Meaning 

	91-100% 
	Excellent response that demonstrates capability to fully meet or exceed requirements and provides comprehensive and convincing assurance that the Tenderer will deliver the relevant services to an excellent standard. 

	80-90% 
	A very good response that demonstrates real understanding of the requirements and convincing assurance that the Tenderer will deliver the relevant services to a very good or high standard. 

	60-79% 
	A satisfactory response which demonstrates a reasonable understanding of requirements and gives reasonable assurance of delivery of the relevant services to an adequate standard but does not provide sufficiently convincing assurance to award a higher mark. 

	30-59% 
	A response where significant reservations exist. Lacks full credibility/convincing detail and does not provide confidence to the Authority that the required services will be successfully delivered. 

	0-29% 
	A response where serious or profound reservations exist. This may be because, for example, insufficient detail is provided, or the response has fundamental flaws, or is seriously inadequate or seriously lacks credibility with a high risk of non-delivery. 



Applicants will be required, if necessary, to outline and agree the approach which it proposes to take to the research with An Coimisiún’s research team and peer-review group (where relevant).
3.3 Cost Assessment 
The marks awarded under the Cost Criterion will be calculated in accordance with the following formula.
	Cost Score
	=
	Lowest Tendered Rate
	x
	Maximum Number of Marks Available 

	
	
	Tendered Rate under evaluation
	
	



Using this formula, the highest score available will be 200. 
3.4 Evaluation
A suitably qualified Evaluation Panel will individually assess each application based on the aforementioned criteria. Panel members will then meet to decide upon the final scores to be assigned to each application based on the Award Criteria. Scores will be assigned based solely on the information provided by the researcher/s in their application. 


[bookmark: _Toc175228432][bookmark: _Toc175228473][bookmark: _Toc175228704]4. Application Process and Reponses Documentation 
Tenderers are required to complete the separate Quotation Response Document which contains:
(a) General economic operator information,
(b) Information regarding compliance with the Suitability Criteria – tax, insurances and declarations; and
(c) The Quotation Form and, where relevant, Response to Qualitative Award Criteria. 

Please ensure to read the Instructions for Tenderers as detailed in Section 5.


[bookmark: _Toc175228433][bookmark: _Toc175228474][bookmark: _Toc175228705]5. Instruction for Tenderers
[bookmark: _Toc175228434][bookmark: _Toc175228475][bookmark: _Toc175228706]5.1 Closing Date
The closing date for applications is 3pm Wednesday 8 April 2026 Applications that are received late will not be considered in this competition.
[bookmark: _Toc175228435][bookmark: _Toc175228476][bookmark: _Toc175228707]5.2 Submission of Applications
[bookmark: _Toc175228436][bookmark: _Toc175228477][bookmark: _Toc175228708]Completed application forms must be sent by email to research@electoralcommission.ie with the subject line “Dublin Central Bye Election Research on electoral participation and engagement”
Applications must be submitted in a PDF format. C.V.(s) may be merged into the application PDR response or attached as separate documents. 
Incomplete applications will not be considered.
It is the policy of An Coimisiún Toghcháin that once an application has been submitted, no substantive changes can be made to that application. With respect to supporting documentation, An Coimisiún reserves the right to accept such material on a case-by-case basis.
5.3 Queries
All queries regarding this quotation must be submitted to research@electoralcommission.ie  Queries must also be marked as “Query: Dublin Central Bye Election Research on electoral participation and engagement” 
Queries should be raised as soon as possible. Closing date for queries is 3pm Tuesday 31 March 2026.
For the purpose of circulating responses, queries will be edited to avoid disclosing the identity of the querist, and any sensitive information included in the query should be clearly indicated.
[bookmark: _Toc175228437][bookmark: _Toc175228478][bookmark: _Toc175228709]5.4 Currency and Payments
The currency and invoices in which all prices and rates shall be quoted, and which payments under the Contract will be paid, shall be Euros (€). All prices and rates quoted should be exclusive of VAT.
Payments will be made in instalments and linked to agreed outputs. For instance, the first payment will be awarded upon signing the contract and agreeing the proposed project plan with An Coimisiún and the projects Advisory Committee, the second upon meeting the project’s mid-point milestones and the third upon successful completion of the project and sign off on the final written report (or other final stage output as agreed with An Coimisiún).

The standard method of payment used is Electronic Funds Transfer.
[bookmark: _Toc175228438][bookmark: _Toc175228479][bookmark: _Toc175228710]5.5 Confidentiality
The distribution of the quotation documents is for the sole purpose of obtaining offers. The distribution does not grant permission or licence to use the documents for any other purpose. Tenderers are required to treat the details of all documents supplied in connection with the quotation process as private and confidential.
[bookmark: _Toc175228439][bookmark: _Toc175228480][bookmark: _Toc175228711]5.6 Conflict of Interest
Any conflict of interest involving a tenderer (or tenderers in the event of a consortium bid) must be fully disclosed to An Coimisiún. Any registrable interest involving the economic operator and An Coimisiún or employees of An Coimisiún or their relatives must be fully disclosed in the quotation submission or should be communicated to An Coimisiún immediately upon such information becoming known to the economic operator, in the event of this information only coming to their notice after the submission of a bid and prior to the award of the Contract. The terms ‘registrable interest' and 'relative' shall be interpreted as per Section 2 of the Ethics in Public Office Act, 1995. Failure to disclose a conflict of interest may disqualify an economic operator or invalidate an award of Contract, depending on when the conflict of interest comes to light.
[bookmark: _Toc175228440][bookmark: _Toc175228481][bookmark: _Toc175228712]5.7 Freedom of Information Acts
Tenderers should be aware that, under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2014, information provided by them during this competition may be liable to be disclosed.
Tenderers are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by them in their Quotation should not be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity. If Tenderers consider that certain information is not to be disclosed because of its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity, Tenderers must, when providing such information, clearly identify the specific sections of their quotation containing such information and specify the reasons for its confidentiality or commercial sensitivity. For the avoidance of doubt Tenderers may not assert confidentiality or commercial sensitivity over the entire quotation but must clearly identify the specific section containing such information. If Tenderers do not identify information as confidential or commercially sensitive, it is liable to be released in response to a request under the above legislation without further notice to or consultation with the economic operator. An Coimisiún will, where possible, consult with Tenderers about confidential or commercially sensitive information so identified before making its decision on a request received. An Coimisiún accepts no liability whatsoever in respect of any information provided which is subsequently released (irrespective of notification) or in respect of any consequential damage suffered as a result of such obligations.
[bookmark: _Toc175228441][bookmark: _Toc175228482][bookmark: _Toc175228713]5.8 Data Protection
“Data Protection Laws” means all applicable national and EU data protection laws, regulations and guidelines including but not limited to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of Personal Data and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (the “General Data Protection Regulation”), the Data Protection Act, 2018 and any guidelines and codes of practice issued by the Data Protection Commission or other supervisory authority for data protection in Ireland from time to time.
An Coimisiún will be a Controller (where Controller has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) in respect of any Personal Data (where Personal Data has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) required to be provided by the Tenderer in response to this Request for Quotation.
The Tenderer, as Controller in respect of any Personal Data provided by it in its Tender, is required to confirm by way of statement in the “Declarations” section of the accompanying Quotation Response Document (QRD) that all Data Subjects (where Data Subject has the meaning given under the Data Protection Laws) whose Personal Data is provided by the Tenderer have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by the Tenderer, An Coimisiún and the Evaluation Team for the purposes of the participation of the Tenderer in this competition or that the Tenderer otherwise has a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to An Coimisiún for the purposes of its participation in this competition.
[bookmark: _Toc175228442][bookmark: _Toc175228483][bookmark: _Toc175228714]5.9 Tax Clearance Certificate
It will be a condition of award of this Contract and any subsequent Contract that the successful tenderer comply with all EU and national tax laws. Tenderers are referred to the Irish Revenue web site http://www.revenue.ie/. Non-resident Tenderers should apply to the Office of the Revenue Commissioners, Non-Resident Tax Clearance Unit, Office of the Collector General, Sarsfield House, Francis Street, Limerick, Ireland; email: nonrestaxclearance@revenue.ie.
[bookmark: _Toc175228443][bookmark: _Toc175228484][bookmark: _Toc175228715]5.10 Withholding Tax
Relevant payments shall be subject to Irish ‘Professional Services Withholding Tax’ at the prevailing rate (currently at 20%) as laid down by the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland. Non-residents may be able to reclaim such deducted Tax from the Office of the Revenue Commissioners in Ireland, International Claims Section located currently at Government Buildings, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary, Ireland (Tel: +353 (0) 67 63400).
[bookmark: _Toc175228444][bookmark: _Toc175228485][bookmark: _Toc175228716]5.11 Interference and Inducement to Purchase
Any effort by the Tenderer to unduly influence An Coimisiún, relevant agency personnel or any other relevant persons or bodies in the process of examination, clarification, evaluation and comparison of quotations, and in decisions concerning the award of Contract shall have their quotation rejected. In accordance with the Criminal Justice Act, 2018 (Ireland), any money, gift or other consideration from a person holding or seeking to obtain a Contract will be deemed to have been paid or given corruptly unless the contrary is proved.
[bookmark: _Toc175228445][bookmark: _Toc175228486][bookmark: _Toc175228717]5.12 Notification of Evaluations
All tenderers will be informed of the outcome of their applications after the evaluation phase.
[bookmark: _Toc175228446][bookmark: _Toc175228487][bookmark: _Toc175228718]5.13 Award to Runners-Up
If for any reason, it is not possible to award the Contract to the designated successful party emerging from this competitive process, or if having awarded the Contract, An Coimisiún considers that the successful party has not met its obligations, An Coimisiún reserves the right during the quotation validity period to award the Contract to the next highest scoring party on the basis of the terms advertised without re-opening the competition. This shall be without prejudice to the right of An Coimisiún to cancel this competitive process and/or initiate a new Contract award procedure at its sole discretion.
[bookmark: _Toc175228447][bookmark: _Toc175228488][bookmark: _Toc175228719]5.14 Replacement Personnel
Notification must be sent in writing (by post or electronic means) as soon as possible to An Coimisiún on any proposed change of nominated personnel, with any such change being subject to the written approval of An Coimisiún. Replacement personnel must be of equal or better standing that the existing personnel in terms of qualifications and experience.
[bookmark: _Toc175228448][bookmark: _Toc175228489][bookmark: _Toc175228720]5.15 Ownership, Copyright & Publications
[bookmark: _Toc175228449][bookmark: _Toc175228490][bookmark: _Toc175228721]An Coimisiún and the Tenderer both agree and acknowledge that all reports, materials or data arising as a result of this RFQ shall automatically vest to An Coimisiún Toghcháin. An Coimisiún shall have the right to publish, or not as the case may be, and to disseminate the report in both its original and in a modified form, without further reference to the Tenderer. The Tenderer will not be entitled to further payment if this occurs. The Tenderer and the individual researchers will be entitled to be credited with the work that they have done on this project in any publication.
Notwithstanding the above, tenderers can use all reports, materials or data generated as a result of this RfQ for future academic, research and teaching purposes, pursuant to:
1. the satisfactory completion of the RFQ including signoff from An Coimisiún Toghcháin’s senior management
2. findings and recommendations arising from the RFQ having been considered and published by An Coimisiún Toghcháin
3. agreement on the conditions concerning underlying data in line with An Coimisiún’s Research Integrity and Ethics Policy and data protection regulations.
Immediately upon termination of this RfQ, whether by expiration of the term or otherwise, or at any time during the term of this RfQ, the tenderer shall, upon request from An Coimisiún, promptly deliver all such written materials so requested to An Coimisiún. All information and data which may form part of the materials delivered must first be fully anonymised by the tenderer and the tenderer shall ensure that it does not transfer any information or materials to An Coimisiún which contain personal data within the meaning of the GDPR.
5.16 Open Access Publications & Data
5.16.1 Open Access
Pursuant to the successful completion of the project as outlined in Section 5.15, the researcher/s may utilise all materials generated as a result of the RfQ for future academic, research and teaching purposes.  With respect to publications (journal articles, book chapters etc.) these articles should also be emailed to research@electoralcommission.ie. 
5.16.2 Open Data
Where relevant, and subject to An Coimisiún’s Research Integrity and Ethics Policy, projects funded by An Coimisiún ensure open access to the underlying data.
5.17 Research Ethics & Integrity
An Coimisiún places great importance on ensuring that all aspects of the research which it funds is conducted to the highest standards of research ethics and integrity. All researcher/s must confirm that they have read, understand and agree to follow An Coimisiún’s Research Integrity and Ethics policy. 
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