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	1
	8th April 2026
	Hello there,

thank you for sharing information about the 'New Directions – Research to support Elections and Democracy in a Changing World' funding call.

Is there a limit to the number of applications one may submit under the Call ? Or, are there stipulations about the number of Categories one may apply under?

For example, can one be a research team leader of a group application under Category 2 but also be part of the research team of another project application under category 3?

Or, can one submit several applications within a Category, so, for example, submit two applications under Category 1?
	9th April 2026
	There are no restrictions on the number of applications an individual can be involved in. Applicants can only be the lead applicant on one project under the call but can be co-applicants or collaborators/team members in other applications within any of the 3 categories, provided they have the capacity to fulfil both roles should multiple applications be successful. 


	2
	

10th April 2026



	Dear all,
I would like to know to what extent projects need to be focused on Ireland or if they could go beyond as well, e.g. projects on democratizing global governance?

	10th April 2026
	As stated in the RFQ document ‘It is important that the research projects funded by An Coimisiún Toghcháin are aligned with its broader functions and mandate.’ 

While bearing this in mind, International perspectives are acceptable, provided they are aligned to one or more of the 3 thematic strands listed in the An Coimisiún Toghcháin’s Research Programme. 
· Strand B: Electoral law, electoral systems and electoral infrastructure,
· Strand C: Integrity of electoral events (which includes research in the area of online electoral interference, mis and disinformation), and
· Strand D: Education, public engagement and inclusion.

What we consider to be the general scope of these strands is described on page 10 of the Research Programme.

Category 3, in the guidance document, outlines that projects may include an international comparison element. However, applicants should note that international comparisons projects may also be submitted under Category 1 and 2. 


	3
	21st April 2026
	Should overheads be included in the budget or are these added in addition to the allowed budget?
· For example, under Category 1, the maximum budget is €30,000. Does this include 20% overheads, which would lead to a maximum research budget of €25,000 (plus 20% overheads of €5,000, bringing the budget to €30,000)? Or is the maximum research budget equal to €30,000, plus 20% overheads of €6,000?
	22nd April 2026
	Individual category limits represent the total funding amount, inclusive of overheads. 


	4
	21st April 2026
	The application form does not include a field for references. Should the list of references be included as a separate section or separate document as part of the application?

	22nd April 2026
	There is no requirement to submit references. Details in relation to the qualifications of each researcher must be provided in the form of a Curriculum Vitae (CV) (no more than two A4 page sides in length) which must be attached to the application in PDF format. CV’s must include information on 1) contact details, 2) employment history, 3) academic qualifications, and 4) academic publications.


	5
	22nd April 2026
	I think there has been a misunderstanding regarding my question on references. I was referring to a reference list for the works cited in the proposal, i.e. other academic papers, reports, etc. It seems that the answer interpreted the question as referring to reference letters for the applicant(s).  
	23rd April 2026
	Thank you for clarifying. References may be included at the end of the relevant section and will be excluded from the total word count for that section.   

	6
	08th May 2026
	The information document gives guidance for projects that propose using PhD students. Can PhD students be listed as applicants on the project?

If PhD student can indeed be listed as applicants, do they qualify as early career researchers?

	08th May 2026
	
In relation to your first question, page 9 of the call documentation states “applications should clearly identify all persons associated with the project along with their level of participation”. So yes, associated Ph.D. students should be listed as an applicant on the project, but they cannot be listed as the primary applicant i.e., principal investigator.  Furthermore, the principal investigator will be responsible for overall management and delivery of the project. I would also draw your attention to page 10 of the documentation which states “for projects that propose using research assistants, Ph.D. students or Postdoctoral researchers please use IUA salary scales when estimating the associated costs.” 

Regarding your second question, no,  Ph.D. students do not qualify as early career applicants. In line with Taighde Éireann and as mentioned on page 5 of the documentation “Early Career Researchers (ECRs) will be required to provide official transcripts demonstrating this. An Coimisiún considers ECRs as researchers who were awarded their PhD within the last five years.” 




